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As this year of 1953 draws to a close we recall with satisfaction how 
much has been achieved and won through the past years both in the nations 
of the world and our own School. · 

August 19 marked the thirty-eighth anniversary of the School. In 1915 
the beginning of the present Presbyterian Ladies' College was established 
when the three small classrooms and one dormitory accommodating 
the entire school of Ormiston College situated in Palmerston Street, West 
Perth were purchased through the efforts of Mr. Carmicheal. 

Through the intervening years, the School has expanded. It has acquir
ed property in Cottesloe where the present School was opened by the then 
Governor of W.A., His Excellency Sir William Ellison Macartney on August 
11, 1917. The number of pupils has increased from 67 to over 500. The 
uniform incorporating the Black Watch tartan was evolved a few years 
after the foundation of the School. This has become extremely well-known 
to the general public. and it is one of the many distinguishing marks of the 
students of P.L.C. 

The past few years have seen the gradual development of better sport
ing amenities in the form of the new tennis courts and the two hockey 
ovals and better equipment. There have also been considerable improve
ments made to the grounds of the School and this year the completion of 
the first of the long-proposed new buildings was accomplished. At present 
this is being used to accommodate the Junior School of P.L.C. 

The School has continued to excel both in the academic and athletic 
fields and its pupils have completed their school careers well prepared for 
the lives they will choose for themselves in the complex world of today. 
Thus, through past scholars who themselves were strengthened in 
character and enriched by the training and traditions of the School, the 
School exerts an influence on not only our own modern community, but 
also on the communities of other countries of the world in which pupils 
of former years have travelled and settled. This influence is also achieved 
through· the grants of money contributed to funds for under-privileged 
children in war-ravaged countries of Europe. 

The year of 1953 will be remembered not only for all the ·School has 
.achieved, but also for the many other momentous events which have 
occurred. The most outstanding and important was the splendid and solemn 
occasion of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II's Coronation at which she set 
herself a great task and gave the world in general an inspiring example of 
courage and self-dedication to admire and endeavour to follow. Man's con-

• quest of the world's mightiest peak, Everest, was achieved in June and 
gives the world yet another example of fortitude and endurance to honour. 
Finally, after nearly three years of terrible fighting, the Korean peace 
treaty has been signed by the combined work of the United Nations. 

With these splendid examples and high ideals set by the various people 
and nations of the world, and the education and training afforded a pupil 
of P.L.C., the present and future generation cannot help but distinguish 
themselves and . continue to add to the lustre of the School. 

I am grateful to all those who have in any way contributed and worked 
to make this year's magazine a success. I would like to thank especially 
the Sub-Editor and the Committee for their wholehearted co-operation. 
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Jn presenting the 39th annual report of the Col

lege, I feel I must express at the outset, our very 
deep regret, at the death of Mr. W. E. G. Living
ston, who had been for many years a member of 
the Council, and was its Chairman from 1950 to 
1952. He always took the keenest interest in the 
School, making himself intimately acquainted with 
its problems, and he was always most helpful in 
his advice and unsparing of his time and energy 
in the interests of the School. His wisdom and 
1 hought will be greatly missed. 

The accent during the ·past year has been chiefly 
on improvements in the buildings and grounds, 
and there is considerable progress to report. Much 
thought has been given by the Building and Plan
ning Committee to the overall planning of the 
School property, so that the grounds may be 
used to the best advantage, and the School present 
a systematic lay-out. 

Summers House at the eastern end of the pro
perty houses the Kindergarten and Sub-Primary 
sections; next to it in McNeil Street is the new 
Primary School block. This imposing two-storey 
building is designed to have another wing eventu
ally, allowing of all the class rooms being on the 
ground floor, the upper storey then to become 
dormitories for Junior boarders. The Senior board
ers will eventually all be transferred to Finlayson 
House and extensions from it, leaving the section 
of the property to the West of View Street for the 
Secondary Department, the Administration block 
and the Carmichael Hall. 

A new brick Science block, comprising two labs 
and a lecture theatre, is being built, to be ready for 
use in 1954, and work is also in hand for the im
provement of the Senior class rooms and for altera
tions to Finlayson House, so that it will be able 
to accommodate more boarders next year. 

It is in keeping with this policy of methodical 
planning and consolidation that it has been de
cided to close the Junior Branch at Claremont 
at the end of this year, and give the children there 
the benefit of the superior accommodation and 
sport facilities at the Cottesloe site. A special bus 
through Dalkeith has been arranged for the trans
port of thEse children, and we should like to thank 
the United Bus Company for their co-operation in 
this matter. 
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The Public Examinations at the end of last year 
showed very satisfactory results. Fifty girls passed 
the Junior. The Leaving class was smaller than 
usual, but twelve obtained the certificate, the most 
outstanding result being that of L. Joanes with dis
tinction in French, Maths A., Maths B., Physics, 
Biology and Music. 

In the Alliance Francaise examinations last Octo
ber, nine passed Division 11, which is equivalent 
to Leaving standard. In Division III (Junior level) 
B. Adamson tied for the Medal and ten others 
passed. N. Buckie with distinction. In Division IV 
(sub-Junior) J. Vincent had distinction and four 
others passed. In both these divisions there was 
a disappointing number of failures, due in most 
cases to carelessness and lack of attention to detail 
rather than lack of knowledge. 

Music students have had successes in the various 
grades of Practical, Theory, and Musical Perception 
examinations, and have also competed in the Musi
cal Festival, J. Stimson and F. Seale being selected 
for tne Second preliminary, and H. Purdie coming 
third in the final of her division. 

In the Health Department course in Mothercraft, 
nine girls had Honours, two Credit and one Pass. 
This year the Postal Department conducted a 
course in Telegraphic Knowledge, which was taken 
by twenty-four girls in Junior B. Twenty obtained 
at least the 60% required for a pass, Margery 
Thomas topping the list with 96%. 

Sport.- In the Life Saving Carnival in March, the 
teams did even better than last year. The greatest 
thrill was the winning of the Lady Mitchell Trophy 
for which we have competed for a great many 
years without success, though frequently coming 
second. Other trophies won this year were: the 
Macfarlane Shield for Resuscitation, the Madame 
de Mouncy Cup, the Halliday Shield and the Bun
bur;y Cup for life saving events, and the Mackellar 
Hall Cup and the Bader Memorial Cup for relays. 
In the two r emaining events in which we competed 
our teams came second. One cannot expect a con
tinuance of such sucesses, but it was a very grati
fying achievement and our thanks are due to Mrs. 
Rose for the very hard work she put in with the 
teams. 

Once again there was a formidable list of awards 
for Life Saving tests-212 in all, Stewart House 
scoring the greatest number of points. • 

The Senior Inter House Swimming sports were 
held at Crawley on March 13, Ferguson and Car
michael tying for first place. J. Becher was Cham
pion Swimmer for the third successive year, with 
P . Dures as Junior Champion. The Junior Branch 
sports were held a fortnight later, Ferguson being 
the winner, and R. Whittaker, Champion Swim
mer. 

Tennis teams were entered for the Edwards, 
Mursell and Slazenger Cup competitions. The Ed
wards Cup team were beaten in the third round 
by St. Hilda's, the M1:1rsell team in the fourth round 
by Perth College, and the Slazenger team in the 
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final by St. Hilda's. It was unfortunate that Joce
lyn Gollan could not take part in the Slazenger 
matches owing to illness: the team felt the lack of 
her steady play. 

The Inter House competition was won by Stewart, 
as also was the Hockey, while Ferguson won the 
Basket Ball, and Ferguson and McNeil tied for the 
Soft Ball. 

This year the Senior Athletic sports were held 
on the Tuesday of Show Week, and the primary 
classes at the main School and the Junior Branch 
had a combined sports day the following day. 
Stewart House won both competitions and J. Becher 
was Open Champion. 

A total of over £330 has been c~ntributed in the 
course of the year to the Cot and Relief Funds, 
most of it by direct giving. From the Cot Fund 
we have been able to assist the Children's Hospi
tal, the Byford Children's -Home, Sister Kate's 
Home and other local institutions for the benefit 
of handicapped children; and from Relief Fund help 
has been sent to World Student Relief, St. Dun
stan's School for Blinded Soldiers, and our children 
sponsored under the Save the Children Fund. These 
now number six; one English, three French and two 
Austrian. Our latest protege is an Austrian child 
of twelve whose only home is one room in a house 
condemned for dampness. In this room she and her 
parents (both of whom are suffering from T.B.) 
live, cook, and sleep. We receive pathetically grate
ful letters from these children for the money and 
occasional parcels of clothing we are able to send 
them. 

In addition to these regular funds the girls this 
year contributed £50 to the Lord Mayor's Appeal 
for flood victims in England and Holland, and join
ed with all other Schools in the State to contribute 
to the School children's Coronation Appeal, the 
money from which is to build a new wing at the 
Lady Lawley Cottage. We raised £72 for this 
Fund also. 

This year we had the honour of two Moderatorial 
visits-one in first term from Rev. J. A. F. Watson, 
towards the close of his year of office, and the other 
from Rev. H. D. McAndrew who spoke to the School 
at assembly on the School's birthday, August 19 .. 

On August 16, the Sunday nearest the School's 
birthday, the Annual Service for the Senior School 
was held in Ross Memorial Church, this time in the 
presence of the Governor and Lady Gairdner. Un
fortunately 'flu was prevalent at the time, and con
sequently there were many gaps in the ranks of 
the School, but there were many old girls among 
the congregation and our thanks are dl.le to our 
Chaplain, Rev. J. McMaster for making this impres
sive service possible every year. The Junior Branch 
has also had a service at the end of each term 
at St. Aidan's, with one of the children reading 
the lesson. 

This year six boarders have been admitted to full 
membership of the Church, and nine confirmed in 
the. Church of England. 

Among gifts to the School, two items call for 
mention. The Parents' Association of the Junior 
Branch have purchased a Projector and some films 
for the Primary School. This with the radiogram 
which they bought two years ago will make the 
Primary School independent of the Secondary in 
these educational aids. I wish to thank the Junior 
Branch parents very much for their generosity 
and enthusiasm. 

The other item. is tha:t with part of a monetary 
gift to the School last year from Mrs. M. 0. Rob
ertson, whom many old girls in the audience will 
remember, the School has been able to purchase 
for the library a copy of the latest "Coronation" 
Edition of the Encyclopaedia Britannica in 26 
volumes. 

Carmichael Scholarships totalling £700 have been 
distributed, as follows :-Boarders: W. Addis, E. 
Nicholls, J . Rose, J. Stewart, E. Banks, S. Lukin, 
J. Johnston, J. Stimson; and Daygirls: M. Alex
ander, P. Norwood, H . Purdie, M. Brown, P. Ward, 
G. Brayshaw, J . Ladomirska, S . Baird, G. Hill, S. 
Ward, B. Sloane, E. Baker, R. Mayrhofer, C. Todd. 
Carmichael and McNeil bursaries amounting to £80 
have been granted to D. Milbank, J. Black, M. Gal
lash and H. Morgan. 

· The summer uniform decided on last year has 
not proved entirely satisfactory. It has been de
cided to retain it for the coming year on an optional 
basis, pending further investigation. Meanwhile 
I would ask parents to see that their children 
conform to the School regulations for uniform
whether summer or winter. The change over to 
fawn stockings and brown shoes does not mean 
that any type of shoe may be worn-the "College" 
lace-up shoe is still the regulation and the various 
cloths sold in the shops as "Black Watch" are not 
the School uniform. At present the skirt made up at 
Bon Marche and the cloth on sale at the School are 
the only two varieties of tartan allowed. 

There will be seve1·al changes in Staff next year. 
Mrs. Hunt who has done excellent service in charge 
of the Junior Branch is going to England on a 
year's leave; Mrs. Mauldon, Mrs. Langoulant and 
Miss Little, all of whom have given valuable ser
vice at the Junior Branch will not be accompany
ing their classes to Cottesloe, and in the Senior 
School, Mrs. McCloskey, Miss Betty Hope and Mrs. 
Benn, who have been helping us out for the past 
year will not be returning. I should like to thank 
all these teachers for their services to the School, 
and also the members of the Council for their un
tiring efforts for the advancement of the School. 

This year is my twentieth as Principal, and look
ing back over the last twenty years, I can see a 
great deal of progress and feel a very real pride 
in what the School has achieved and in the great 
number of girls who have passed through it and 
played a worthy part in the community. Many of 
these have either come back or written to me, often 
after many years, saying that they only realised 
as they grew older what the School had meant 
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to them; that the high standards of behaviour 
which they found there had made them revise their 
own code, and the spirit of service which the School 
inculcated had given them a more unselfish view 
of life. 

These are things of which the School may justly 
be proud, and they are things which we are con
stantly in danger of losing unless each generation 
that passes through the School sets itself to reach 
the same standards- all th€ more difficult in these 
days when there is such a lot of shelving of re
sponsibility- but all the more valuable for that very 
reason. There are always some, in the School, as 
in the community at large, who are not prepared to 
face up to the personal responsibility of maintain
ing high standards, but a strong, healthy, right
minded public opinion can do much to make them 
realise that the privilege of continued membership 
of the School community must be dependent on 
carrying out the corresponding responsibility of 
maintaining the School's highest traditions. 

"HOUSES AND LANDS" 
Those Old Girls who have been fortunate enough 

to return to the School during the recent year 
and all present scholars, are delighted with the 
building activity which we have all looked forward 
to seeing for so many years, and which is at 
last in evidence. 

While it may be true that a School is a thing 
of soul and spirit and may function in tents, 
nevertheless, congenial surroundings do make that 
functioning easier and more pleasant. 

First of all our playing fields have been re
planned and reconstruct€d. Eight new tennis 
courts have been put down in the area behind 
Summers House and the new Junior School. These 
have now been in use for some eighteen months, 
and many more girls than before are now able to 
play and practise. 

First Section of Presbyterian Ladies' College 
New Junior School, 
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MAGAZINE COMMITTEE, 1953 

Back Row, L. to R.: M. Cook, J. Rose, J. Pearson, 
W. Addis. 

Front Row: J. Seed (Sub-Editor), E. Lenz (Editor), 
J. Becher. 

Great excitement was caused at the end of first 
term last year by the arrival of some enormous 
bulldozers and trucks. These removed tons of 
sand. and tore up the old tennis courts, incorpor
ating them into one oval. To do this, trees had 
to be chopped down and the science laboratory 
had to be moved further up. Finally, the whole 
was levelled and surrounded by an impressive 
stone wall, surmounted by cyclone fencing, thus 
forming two magnificent hockey fields. These have 
been reticulated with water, and grassed. With 
top dressing and rolling we will have hockey 
fields second to none in the State. 
.-..What used to be the "new" classrooms have 
now been renovated and painted in two shades 
of green. 

Finally there is the new building. The first wing 
of the new Junior School has been erected in Mc
Neil Street. This is a two-storeyed building in 
Coogee stone. It consists of four beautiful class
rooms together with a centre block, containing a 
mistresses' room, a staircase, washrooms, and 
space for future bathrooms. At the rear a glassed
in balcony and verandah run the whole length. 
All the rooms are very light and cool, the wood
work being painted in a very pale shade of green. 

The windows are very large allowing plenty ot 
light to enter, but as they are protected by abut
ments there is no glare. The whole building has 
been designed and completed in the modern style 
and constitutes an architectural ornament to the 
School. When completed, four additional class
rooms will be built on the other side. 

We are all extremely grateful to all those people 
whose money, time and energy have made all 
these wonderful improvements possible. We can 
only hope that there will be others who will con
tinue to help us until the master plan for our 
School has been completed. 
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THE SCHOOL SERVICE 
As usual the P.L.C.'s annual church ser'vice was 

held on the Sunday nearest to the School's birth
day. Mr. McMaster, our own chaplain conducted 
the service in his church, Ross Memorial, West 
Perth. 

Contrary to our usual bad luck as 
weather, we had a perfect day for it. 
attended by parents and Old Girls as 
usual congregation of Ross Memorial. 

regards the 
It was well 
well as the 

We were greatly honoured by the presence of the 
Governor, Sir Charles Gairdner, and Lady Gaird
ner. This was the more exciting as it came as a 
complete · surprise to all of us. 

The service opened with the singing of hymn 
229 by the congregation after which Mr. Me
Master led us in prayer and gave a short talk to 
the younger ones. 

We then sang the beautiful psalm "I to the Hills 
will lift Mine Eyes" and another hymn. 

Owing to the absence of our head prefect, the 
School took part in the reading of the New Testa
ment lesson only. This reading was from 
1st Corinthians and was read alternately by one 
of the prefects, Janet Pearson, and the School. 
Many compliments on the clarity and expression 
of this reading were received. 

The choir then sang the anthem "I Waited for 
the Lord" which, we were told, sounded very nice, 
in spite of the number of colds among the singers. 

In his sermon, Mr. McMaster stressed the im
provement in the world since the "good old days" 
of a hundred years ago, and urged us all to try 
to make our generation better than preceding 
ones. 

The whole congregation then joined with us )n 
singing the School song "Land of Our Birth." 
After the choir had sung the prayer "God be in 
My Head," Mr. McMaster pronounced the bene
diction thus ending another most beautiful and 
significant service; 

SCHOOL'S BIRTHDAY 
On August 19 the School celebrated its 38th 

Anniversary. For this important occasion the girls 
marched into the "gym" to the accompaniment 
of the music of the piano and the rhythmical beat 
of the drum. 

The Moderator, the Reverend H. McAndrew, 
whose annual visit coincided with this date, was 
welcomed by Dr. Summers, along with the School 
Chaplain, the Re,verend J. McMaster, representa
tives from the Old Girls' Association and several 
girls from the Presbyterian Girls College in Ade
laide. 

The Assembly commenced with the singing of a 
hymn, followed by a prayer. The Head Prefect, 
Judy Becher, led the School Pledge after which 
we sang the School Song. 

The Moderator then gave us a most interesting 
address on a service to the School and the com-
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munity. He likened our lives to windows, either 
staying closed, seeing and learning only what is 
in our midst, or thrown open giving us a wider 
vision and knowledge of the significant things of 
the world. 

At the close of the service, the choir sang 
'God be in My Head,' then the remainder of the 
School joined in for the National Anthem. 

EMPIRE YOUTH SUNDAY 
The Annual Empire Youth Sunday was held 

this year on May 17. Hundreds of squads repre
senting almost every secondary school and youth 
organisation in the State were assembled on the 
Esplanade. Members of the National Service and 
A.T.C. stood around the outside in full uniform. 

We were addressed by the Governor who con
veyed to us the Queen's message for Empire 
Youth Sunday. 

The names of the various colonies in the British 
Empire were called and young people carrying the 
banners ascended the dais as the names of the 
coloni~s they represented were called. 

After the National Anthem the squads started 
to march. We paraded past the Governor who took 
the salute from the dais in front of the Yacht 
Club. 

Each squad marched to the rhythm of pipe and 
brass bands to its respective church. 

In the church the services were based on 
an explanation of the meaning of the Coronation 
symbols. 

Every member of each squad was presented 
with an illustrated souvenir booklet. 

The marching of the small P.L.C. squad was 
highly commended and we hope that we may again 
be invited. 

COT AND RELIEF FUNDS 
The money collected by the Cot and Relief 

Fund representatives is distributed over many 
fields. Part of the relief fund money is used to 
support the School's sponsored children. These 
sponsored children are girls of different countries 
who, through war, have lost parents, possessions 
or health. The sponsorships are arranged by the 
Save the Children Fund, which sends us the name 
and circumstances of a child who they think, 
should be helped. If the children or their relations 
become able to support them, the fund transfers 
the sponsorship to someone else. 

A typical example of the circumstances of one 
of the sponsored children was that of Sophie 
Blumen. Sophie was born on January 21, 1941. 
Being born in the war period gave her little chance 
to gain any pleasure out of life in her early years. 
Her father was taken prisoner in 1943, and until 
the end of the war there was no news of him. 
Her mother was deported so the child lived w;th 
grandparents. · 
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The sponsorship started on May 2, 1945, with 
£12/10/- per annum. A food parcel was sent in 
Dece.mber 1945, containing jam, honey, milk and 
prepared chocolate and cheese. Clothing and food 
parcels were sent regularly every year to Sophie. 
Her father returned and continued his law studies. 
In 1948, the Save the Children Fund decided that 
the Blumen family were able to support them
selves and so the sponsorship was transferred to 
Bernadette Lean. Bernadette Leon was born De
cember 22, 1933. Her father was a lighthouse
keeper and was arrest:ed by the Nazis on January 
11, 1942 for signalling to British aircraft. He was 
finally shot in March 1943. A parcel containing 
cake, plum pudding, barley sugar, cheese, spiced 
ham, Nestle's milk and sugar was sent to her 
on June 8, 1950. We heard recently that Berna
dette Leon is getting married to a merchant 
navy man, so our sponsorship for her has ter
minated. 

The money from the Relief ;fund is also divided 
among various homes and societies such as the 
Braille Society, the Deaf and Dumb School, The 
Lady Lawley Home, and also St. Dunstan's School 
for Blinded Soldiers in England. 

PREFECTS' NOTES 
This year there are fewer prefects than usual. 

Nevertheless we entered our period of office with 
the firm resolution to be the most efficient prefects 
of all time; we determined to curb the unruly spirits 
of the sub-juniors and in short to revolutionize the 
whole school. As we knew that "charity begins at 
home," our first step was to turn out the prefects' 
room and paint it. Cupboards, shelves, walls and 

THE KOOKABURRA, DECEMBER, 1953. 

ceiling received the attention of our eager brushes. 
The result was most gratifying, even if the ceiling 
is a bit patchy. 

Like all the bygone prefects, we searched for 
new and devastating methods of punishment but 
like them we found that offenders were soon re
formed after they had polished our floor. We found 
that one of our chief ordeals is the supervision 
of preps., but even these were considerably enliven
ed by the witticisms of certain of our number. 

Early in second term we were faced with the 
prospect of organising our dance. Such trivial mat
ters as frocks and partners were almost forgotten 
in the face of such vital matters as decorations 
and, of course, supper. We had a great deal of fun 
in the arranging and would like to thank all the 
parents who helped us to make the dance the suc
cess that it was. 

This year the prefects again attended the service 
held at University Sunday at St. George's Cathedral 
and later in the term several of us were present at 
th annual A.S.C.M. service held in St. George's Col
lege Chapel. In the final week of second term a de
bating team of eleven students from P.G.C., Ade
laide arrived to spend their holidays in Perth. The 
girls were present at assembly on the School's 
birthday and then we showed them over the main 
School and the new Junior School. The visitors 
were most impressed by the building and even a 
little envious. 

We are now drawing to the close of our Leaving 
year and soon will be replaced by a new set of 
prefects. We have had a very happy year as your 
prefects and hope that those who are staying at 
P.L.C. will give their support and co-operation to 
the new prefects. 

PREFECTS, 1953 

Back Row (I. to r.): J. Richardson, 
M. Constantine, M. Maughan, J. 

Knowles, J. Pearson, J. Gollan. 
Front Row: J. Becher, Dr. Sum

mers, J. Seed. 
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LEAVING FORM NOTES 
This year the leaving form is larger than it has 

been for several years. · Nevertheless we managed 
to squeeze into the traditional leaving form room 
to enjoy the luxury of easy chairs and spacious 
desks. 

Under Miss Major's excellent guidance we assum
ed our new responsibilities and settled down to 
enjoy our last year at school. Perhaps the most en
joyable event of the year was the Prefects' Dance. 
Preparations began weeks before the big event. The 
prefects were occupied with the preparation of 
supper and decorations and everyone was concerned 
with choosing a stunning frock and an equally stun
ning partner. Despite our fears of a last-minute 
calamity all went well and we all agreed that the 
dance was a great success. 

Towards the end of second term we were able 
to uphold the honour of the Leaving form in a bas
ketball match against the Sub-Leaving form. We 
scored a decisive win despite the fact that one of 
our goalies was a hockey player. 

We have continued to contribute to the Cot and 

HOUSE 
CARMICHAEL HOUSE 

With the success of last year before us, Car
michaelites certainly had something to live up to 
this year. 

Our first activity this year was the swimming 
carnival. We shared the honours for first place 
with Ferguson. Congratulations to both Judy 
Becher and Penny Dures who were open champion 
and runner-up respectively. We must also con
gratulate our Junior School Carmichaelites on a 
win in their sports. Stewart had a convincing 
win in the life saving. We came second with Mc
Neil and Ferguson filling the other placings. It 
was pleasing to note the keen interest shown in 
that sport this year. 

Only the open tennis has been played so far 
but Stewart are again well in the lead. The under 
16 tennis will be played in 3rd term, and close 
matches should be contested among the other 
three houses. 

Singing once again was our downfall and we 
occupied the position of 4th place. More enthu
siasm is required in this competition on our be
half, even if our results are not particularly good. 
Congratulations McNeil on winning the singing. 

Work this year has had quite good results and 
at the end of both terms we have finished in 
2nd position to McNeil. 
Th~ grounds on the whole have been cleaned 

very well. We came only third in first term but 
moved up into second position in the second term. 
Keep up the ground cleaning as this is a sure way 
of gaining a few marks. 
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Relief Funds and conducted the end of term con
cert to raise funds for the Coronation Appeal. We 
were forced to abandon the rehearsed play because 
many of the girls succumbed to 'flu. Instead we 
stayed a series of more or less impromptu acts 
which proved to be a great success. 

At the commencement of third term we were 
shocked to find how close our exams were. The 
House Captains worked themselves into a frenzy 
over the sports whilst everyone else looked on and 
smiled as if to say, "Poor things." That is until they 
were asked to teach passball to VII's. We resigned 
ourselves to reducing our social activities to a mini
mum and settled down to work in third term and 
found on reviewing the year that it has been one 
of the happiest and certainly the busiest of our 
school career. 

We all appreciate the interest which Miss Major 
has shown in all our doings and were very grate
ful for her timely assistance and advice in times 
of stress. 

We will all be sorry to leave, but hope that next 
year's leaving form enjoy themselves as much as 
we have. 

NOTES 

HOUSE CAPTAINS, 1953 

L. to R.: B. Hamilton (Stewart); A. Cooke (Fer
guson), J. Perrin (Carmichael), G. Unmack 

(McNeil) 
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The winter sports were not very successful 
from our point of view. Surely the result of the 
hockey was not from want of our trying. We finally 
managed third position. Congratulations Stewart 
on a fine display of hockey. Basketball also pr-oved 
a weakness. The "A" team played well despite 
many upsets in the team but the "B" team .gave 
a poor showing. Better luck next time. Ferguson 
won the basketball creditably. Congratulations to 
you. Special thanks to Bev. Bird, who took charge 
of the basketball this season, also to Diane Mc
Cubbing for her assistance. 

In the third term we have the athletics. These 
events require a great amount of co-operation 
and the utmost in house-spirit. Our aim is to re
peat last year's performance. Good luck. to all in 
sport and work in the future, and always remem
ber, "Play the Game." 

FERGUSON HOUSE 
By coming a draw with Carmichael in first 

place at the swimming sports first term, we start
ed our sporting activities on the right foot·. 

Special mention must be made of P . Dures who 
made a brilliant effort in breaking four records. 
Keep up the good work Penny. M. North and G. 
Hill also proved very helpful. 

The senior relay team did not come up to ex
pectations in spite of Jenny's gallant backstroke 
efforts. But the Junior team made up for them 
by winning and breaking a record. Congratula
tions Juniors, and also Judy Becher, the open 
champion. 

I would like to thank all the competitors for 
their help and co-operation. 

The life saving proved very disappointing this 
year, compared with last. I am sure that more of 
you could take exams if you thought about it. 
Let us see if we can have a big improvement next 
year. 

Good girl, Beth, for gaining first class instruc
tors and congratulations Stewart for winning the 
life saving. 

Unfortunately poor old Ferguson has not man
aged to produce a "Little Mo," but never mind, 
you all put up a jolly good show. Once again con
gratulations Stewart. 

It seems as though we have made up for the 
tennis with the basketball. The "A" team man
aged to come out on top and the "B" team show
ed us up by coming through without losing one 
match. This was an achievement as last year's 
"B" team did not win a match. Good work both 
teams. M. Cook was very helpful in the goals, and 
J. Vincent proved a very strong defence. 

I think the hockey people did very well to come 
second. Thank you Jenny and Barb for your un
tiring .efforts, and once again congratulations 
Bev. 

So much for the sporting activities and now for 
the work! 

I do not know what it is, but Ferguson seems 
to have some sort of phobia about work. As far ::~.s 

I can see back on the records, we have never done 
particularly well at it. I hope that this shall not 
be always so .. Some of you are improving; keep it 
up. 

The singing has been quite satisfactory up to 
date; I hope that it will remain that way 

The ground clearing results were pleasing last 
term, and I notic-ed a few more than the good 
old regulars coming out and clearing them. But 
there are a great many more people in Ferguson 
than those few who do pull their weight at this 
particular job. 

Best of luck to all those taking the exams 
at the end of the year. Keep up the good work 
Ferguson, and improve the not so good. 

McNEIL HOUSE 
Unfortunately, McNeil did not excel itself at the 

swimming sports, the first event of the year, when 
congratulations went to Carmichael and Ferguson 
who tied for first. There was a fight to the finish 
but Stewart gained third place with McNeil a 
close fourth. Special congrats go to Judy Becher, 
champion swimmer and Penny Dures, runner-up. 

Late in first term we played the senior tennis 
matches. McNeil was represented by M. Con
stantine, J. Halliday, P. Hodby, and H. Purdie, and 
they put up a fine effort to come third behind 
Stewart and Carmichael. We hope to gain a vic
tory at Junior tennis in third term as we have 
some very promising younger players. 

We also did very well in life saving this year 
and nearly everyone passed. We came third behind 
Stewart and Carmichael. I think McNeil should 
develop more interest in swimming sports and 
life saving. We have very few swimmers and if 
some others would help in future years, I am sure 
we could put up a very commendable effort. 

At the end of term M. Constantine received her 
pocket colours for tennis and J . Halliday for life 
saving. Congratulations you two! 

Although we have not done so badly in sporting 
events, the story is even happier when it comes 
to work. In first term we came top in both term 
and exam marks, did very well in singing and 
came second in grounds. I wish to say that ground's 
marks could have been considerably better if I had 
received more co-operation from everyone. Some 
classes consistently clean the grounds, whilst the 
response from others is very poor. This shows 
a lack of house spirit which is very disappointing. 
Admittedly cleaning grounds is not the most pleas
ant occupation, but it has to be done and it is not 
fair to have the house captain calling after you 
every morning. How about pulling YOI.lr weight 
in future . McNeilites-you never know, you might 
be a house captain some day. 

Hockey and basketball matches were played 
during second term. We have some very ~romis
ing potential hockey players, but unfortunately 
that did not improve the situation this year. 
Thanks however go to P . Hodby and J. Raison 
who managed the hockey very successfully. 
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Basketball this year has been very close and it 
was difficult to judge what the placings would be 
at the end of the first round. Ferguson, however, 
showed their skill by winning the second round 
McNeil was second with 36. At the end of the term 
and coming away with a clear victc~·y of 54 points; 
P. Hodby received her pocket colours for hockey 
-well earned too, Priscilla! M. Constantine and 
G. Unmack won basketball colours. 

I am pleased to say that we were able to main
tain and even increase our lead in term and exam 
marks. Owing to a larger number of colds at the 
end of term, singing competitions will take place 
in third term. Grounds marks were lower, but the 
rest of the School is sympathetic towards us• be
cause we had the worst grounds. 

Thanks go to all teams and girls who helped 
me during second term. You have all done a very 
good job. The athletics and tennis are almost 
upon us now, so best of luck, all who will try 
for "the athletics honours" and very best of luck 
t:o all Junior and Leaving candidates. 

STEWART HOUSE 
"Per Ardna ad Alta" 

We began first term with swimming sports. 
The least said about the results the better for 
Stewart. However, I know everyone did their best. 
Congratulations to both Ferguson and Carmichael. 
I would also like to congratulate Judy ~cher 
and Penny Dures on being champion and runner
up respectively. I think Sandra Cameron needs 
special mention because of the many points she 
gained for our house. 

Although our swimmers are not speedy they 
can certainly pull their weight in the life saving 
Our win in this was very pleasing and showed a lot 
of house spirit. Congratulations to all those who 
passed their exams. 

SPORTS 
THE ATHLETICS NOTES 

The Annual Athletics Sports were held on the 
tennis courts on Tuesday, October 6th. The 
sports were held in the morning this year and 
although a strong wind was blowing and the sky 
was overcast, no rain fell until the afternoon. 

This year the Senior School held its sports 
separately from the Junior School. This change 
necessitated many changes in the programme. 

The meeting commenced with the Inter-school 
relay which was won by St. Hilda's. This event 
was followed by the Inter-house events which were 
all keenly contested. 

Stewart and McNeil quickly went to the lead, 
each house striving to beat the other. Stewart 
finally emerged victorious with 129 points, closely 
followed by McNeil with 126 points, Ferguson with 
106 points and Carmichael with 76 points. 
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Once again in the tennis we were fortunate in 
having a strong senior team, all members of which 
were in a School team. It was bad luck that 
Jocelyn had to miss all the tennis because of ill
ness. The under sixteen matches have not yet 
been played but I hope they do as well. Margaret 
Clifton will strengthen this team considerably. 

We managed to go through the hockey season 
without a defeat. Everyone played well throughout 
including A. Sutherland, J. Bannister, J. Eynes and 
D. Dawson who were called upon to sub. 

Many thanks to Jan and Barbara who have 
gallantly coped with the basketball problems. The 
team has done quite well by coming third. Con
gratulations to Ferguson on their win. 

Stewart did well in the singing in first term, 
being very close to Ferguson, the winners. As 
there was no house singing in second term we hav 
not yet ruined our reputation. Despite what 
Shirley said last year the Leavings and Sub-Leav
ings have shown they are nightingales in disguise 
(with more emphasis on the disguise). 

The work marks of first term and second term 
were quite promising but we are still quite a lot of 
marks behind McNeil. 'As long as everyone really 
does her best I will be quite satisfied! 

With the very good effort on the part of most 
people during first term, I thought that I would 
be free from ground worries, but unfortunately I 
was disillusioned in second term. This is not good 
enough for Stewart and I hope that by third term 
everyone will be back on the first term form! 

The athletic sports will be held in third term 
and though we are not noted for our runners, 1 
am sure that with Stewart's usual effort we will 
outshine last year's results. 

I would like to congratulate you all on the 
house spirit you have shown throughout the year 
and hope it will continue next year. 

NOTES 
The only record broken during the day was the 

sottball throw. Margaret Clifton broke the old 
record by 1 ft. with a throw of 173 ft. 2 in. 

Although thls was the only record broken, the 
general standard of the athletics was high. The 
champion athlete was July Becher with 16 points. 
The under sixteen champion was Jenny King, 
the under fourteen champion Germaine Bathurst, 
and the under thirteen champion was Diane 
Gribble. 

The programme was brought to a close with the 
Houses taking part in \figuremarching. 

The Junior School held their sports on the tennis 
courts on ·Friday, October 16. Many parents attend
ed and everyone seemed to have a very pleasant 
afternoon. Stewart again proved to be superior 
and won the sports with 102 points. They were 
followed by Carmichael with 89 points, Ferguson 
with 84 points and McNeil with 48 points. The cham-
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ATHLETICS 
L. to R.: J. Becher, J. Bathurst, F. MacGilvray, 

J. King. 

pion athlete was Fay McGilvray. Several records 
were broken during the day. They are as follows: 
75 yards under 14, F. McGillvray, 9.8sec., record; 
30 yards under 8, R. Walton, 5secs.; 50yards under 
12, J . Duncan, 7secs. 

BASKET BALL NOTES 
With only two members of last year's "A" Bas

ketball team returning, we started the 1953 season 
with practically a completely new team. We wel
comed into it many who had not had previous team 
experience and under Mrs. Rose's guidance they 
did extremely well. 

We started the season off well by defeating Perth 
College, 39-15. We kept up the good work until we 
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met P.M.S. in a cloudburst. It was a great game, if 
you could call it a game and P .M.S. ended up by 
beating us 28-15. 

We had no sooner recovered from this defeat 
than we met St. Hilda's who beat us 30-23. 

Near the beginning of the season the "A" and 
"B" teams played Iona Convent, a new competition 
for both. 

The "B" team had, on the whole, a very success
ful season. They were defeated by St. Hilda's, 24-
26, and Training College, 19-21. 

The "C" under 15 and under 14 teams also all 
had very successful seasons, remaining undefeated 
and their members have the making of some very 
fine material for future "A" teams. 

We had the traditional Old Girls' match at the 
beginning of the term in which we were disgraced 
by one goal. They were only able to scrape together 
one team, much to the "B's" disappointment. 

The House matches this year were unusually 
close and they caused much excitement. 

I would like to take this opportunity on behalf 
of all the basketball players to thank Mrs. Rose 
for her untiring efforts in coaching us throughout 
the season and I am sure that it will prove very 
valuable to us all. 

Tunic colours were awarded to Helen Purdie, 

"A" BASKETBALL TEAM, 1953 

Back Row, L. to R.: J. Thornton, B. Bird, G. 
Unmack, M. Cook. 

Front Row: J. Pe.arson, A. Cooke (Capt.), H. Purdie. 
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M. Cook, G. Unmack, J. Vincent, J. Cockle, J. 
P.owell and A. Heterick, and pocket colours were 
awarded to G. Unmack, Jan Pearson, M. Constan
tine and A. Cooke. 

Results 'A" Team.-P.L.C. defeated P.C., 39-15; 
P.L.C. d. St. Mary's, 20-11; P.L.C. d. M.L.C., 48-10; 
P.L.C. lost to P.M.S., 15-28; P.L.C. lost to St. 
Hilda's, 23-20; P.L.C. defeated P.C., 36-30; P.L.C. 
defeated St. Mary's, 36-15; P.L.C. d. M.L.C., 42-19; 
P.L.C. lost to P.M.S., 15-28; P.L.C. defeated St. 
Hilda's, 36-26; P .L.C. lost to Iona, 25-32; P.L.C. lost 
to Old Girls, 20-21; P.L.C. lost to Uni., 10-49. 

"B" Team.- P.L.C. defeated P.C., 46-5; P.L.C. d. 
St. Mary's 46-8; P:L.C. d. M.L.C., 27-12; P.L.C. d. 
P.M.S., 20-16; P.L.C. d. St. Hilda's, 34-15; P.L.C. d. 
P.C., 42-7; P.L.C. d. St. Mary's, 30-16; P.L.C. d. 
M.L.C., 39-21; P.L.C. d. P.M.S., 27-15; P.L.C. lost to 
St. Hilda's, 24-26; P.L.C. lost to T.T.C., 19-21; P.L.C. 
defeated Iona, 28-22; P.L.C. d. Uni., 19-18. 

HOCKEY NOTES 
Hockey this year has been a popular and suc

cessful sport. There was a noticeable increase in 
the number of players, particularly of beginners, 
who were very enthusiastic. 

With the "A" team comprising eight Leaving and 
three Sub-leaving, we managed to finish the season 
unbeaten in School matches. The results were six 
wins and two draws. Several games were rather 
close and the team had to fight hard to prove 
their superiority. 

The "B" team had quite a successful season, only 
losing one match throughout. It looks as though 
the "A" team vacancies will be ably filled next 
year. 

Plenty of consideration was given to the "C" 
team and the Sub-juniors, which resulted in a 
number of matches with some successes. 

The first social match we braved this seao;on 
was Staff and Council against the Leaving form. 
The sides were very even, with experience against 
youth. The result was 1-1, so apparently one is as 
good as the other, in hockey, anyway. 

Two other matches which we always enjoy were 
played against the Old Girls and University. Our 
elders came out on top but we were not disgraced 
and enjoyed the reunion with the old girls of the 
School. 

Owing to an outbreak of influenza in the. 
Leaving form we were unable to play the tradi
tional Leaving v. Sub-leaving match. We were all 
disappointed but obviously the strain of Leaving is 
too much for us. 

"A" HOCKEY TEAM, 1953 

Back Row, L. to R .: G. Angus, J. Becher, M. 
Maughan, J. Knowles, P. Hodby. 

Front Row: B. Hamilton, J. Gollan, J. Perrin 
(Capt.), J. Seed, B. Clements. Absent: A. Simpson. 

Another disappointment was the cancellation 
of the Boarders v. Day girls match. We hope 
everyone will be well again next term and a 
match may be arranged early in the term. 

Always keen to improve our game, we had 
several opportunities in which to do so. Mr. Baird 
showed us some tricky stickwork and we were 
lucky to be able to watch the Inter-state matches 
this year. A highlight of the season was the 
arrival in W.A. of the All-England coach. We 
learned many new ideas concerning combination 
and also training methods. 

Worth mentioning are the number of compli
mentary remarks which we received from the 
visiting teams about our hockey oval. It was 
a pleasure to play at home on such a good ground. 

Our successes were mainly due to the untiring 
efforts of Mrs. Cusack and we would like to thank 
her for her help and advice. Our thanks go also to 
Mrs. Oldham, Miss Hosking and Miss Baird, who 
helped in umpiring on many occasions. 

Pocket colours were awarded to J . Perrin, G. 
Angus, B. Clements, Joc Gollan, B. Hamilton, P. 
Hodby, J. Knowles. 

Tunic colours were awarded to A. Simpson, 
L. Stone, J. Stewart, B. Allan, S. Murray, J. 
Richardson, M. Tyler. 

Results of matches: 

"A" Team: 
P.L.C. v. P.C., 5-2; P .L.C. v. T .T.C., 1-6; P.L.C. v. 

M.L.C., 4-1; P.L.C. V. P.M.S., 2-0; P.L.C. V. St.H. 3-3 
P.L.C. v. Uni., 1-5; P.L.C. v. Old Girls, 2-4; P.L.C v. 
P.C., 1-0; P.L.C. V. M.L.C., 3-1; P.L.C. V. St. H., 4-4; 
P.L.C. v. P.M.S., 3-2; P .L.C. v. Fr. Hosp., 8.2; P.L.C. 
v. Christ Ch., 1-3; 
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"B" Team: 
P.L.C. V. P.C., 3-0; P.L.C. V. M.L.C., 0-0; P.L.C. V. 

T.T.C., 0-6; P.L.C. V. P.M.S., 0-1; P.L.C. V. P.C., 
3-0; P.L.C. V. M.L.C., 5-0; P.L.C. V. St.H. 5-1; P.L.C. 
V. P.M.S., 3-0 .. 

"C" Team: 
P.L.C. V. M.L.C., 3-0; P.L.C. V. St. H., 3-3; P.L.C. 

v. M.L.C. 5.0; P.L.C. v. Leed. Tech., 2-3; P.L.C. v. 
Nedlands, 1-7; P.L.C. v. St. H., 0-0. 

Sub-junior (1st team): 
P.L.C. V. St. H., 8-0; P.L.C. V. M.L.C., 1-2; P.L.C. 

V. M.L.C., 5-0. 

Sub-junior (2nd team): 
P.L.C. v. St. H., 8-0; P .. L.C. v. M.L.C., 1-0. 

LIFESA VING NOTES 
The School was very successful in the interschool 

Life Saving Carnival held at Claremont Baths on 
March 28. Of the nine events in which we competed, 
we won seven and took second place in two. 

Congratulations go to all teams for their splendid 
performances. We wish to thank Mrs. Rose for her 
able coaching of the teams. 

P.L.C. was successful in the Lady Mitchell Trophy. 
The team was J. Becher, J. Perrin, J. Knowles, J. 
Halliday, with J. Black instructor. J. Becher scored 
the fastest individual time. The same team won 
the Mrs. J. Macfarlane Resuscitation Shield. 

This year the Holger Nielsen method of resusci
tation has replaced the Schaefer method. This added 
interest to the event. 

In the Madame de Mouncey Trophy, P.L.C. was 
successful with the team of J. Becher, J. Perrin, J. 
Bird and J. George. 

LIFE SAVING 

Lady Mitchell Memorial Trophy Team, 1953. 
Mrs. J. M. Macfarlane Trophy Team, 1953. 

L. to R.: J. Black (Instructor), J. Perrin, J. Becher, 
J. Knowles, J. Halliday. 

·:._'•. 
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Those who represented the school in the Halliday 
Shield were J. Finney, J. George, M. North and J . 
Copley. P.L.C. won the event in record time. 

We entered two teams in the Bunbury Cup. The 
first team, which won the event in record time 
comprised L. Copley, K. Reilly, M. North and G. 
Hill. The second team consisted of L. Wilson, J. 
Robertson, A. Parker and P. Davies. 

In the Curran Cup we were represented by M. 
Wilson, M. Forbes, R. Wildy and J. Orgill. The team 
did very well to come second to St. Hilda's. 

In the McKellar-Hall Cup G. Hill, L. Copley, M. 
North and P. Dures formed the winning team. 

The relay team (L. Copley, G. Hill, M. Brown 
and M. North) swam into first place in the Bader 
Memorial Cup. 

In the Bould~n Cup the team CM. Liggins, R. 
Mayrhofer, J. Copping and F. McGillvray) swam 
second to North Kalgoorlie. 

Congratulations go to the many girls who were 
successful in gaining life Saving awards. 

J. Becher passed the Award of Merit and J. 
Knowles passed the Bar to the Award of Merit. 

J. Becher, J. Perrin, J. Knowles, P. Norwood, E. 
Vincent, J. Black and J. Halliday obtained their 
First Class Instructors' Certificates. 

Tunic colours were awarded to J. Bird, J. Finney, 
J. Copley. 

Pocket colours were awarded to J. Becher, J. 
Perrin, J. Knowles, J. Halliday, J. Black, E. Vin
cent and P. Norwood. 

~<x~~ 
~~,?- r 

S\.1\MMINGc_ 

SWIMMING NOTES 
The School again had a very successful swim

ming season and our Inter-school relay team was 
again undefeated. The team consisted of: J. Becher, 
J. Knowles, L. Copley, P. Dures, M. North and G. 
Hill. The team competed at the sports conducted 
by P.M.S. and M.L.C. and our own sports. Un
fortunately, St. Hilda's and Perth College held 
their sports on the same day as ours and we were 
consequently unable to send representatives to 
either of these sports. 

Inter-school divip.g competitions were held at 
the St. Mary's sports. The representatives from 
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P.L.C. in the open event were J. Perrin and M. 
Constantine and the result of this event was: 
1, P.L.C.; 2, M.L.C.; 3, St. Mary's; 4, St. Hilda's; 
5, P.C. 

This year Mrs. Rose organised a sports day for 
the Junior School at Freshwater Bay and we were 
able to see the potential champions in action. Fifty 
girls took part in the team events, Carmichael 
gained first place, Stewart and McNeil drew for 
second place and Ferguson was fourth. 

The Senior School sports were held at Crawley 
Baths on Friday, March 13th. The weather was 
ideal and a very high standard of swimming was 
achieved. One of the most outstanding com
petitors was Penny Dunes, who scored 24 points 
in open and under 16 events. 

Judy Becher was the champion swimmer, with 
18 points. 

The winning houses were Ferguson and Car
michael, each with 118 points, followed by Stewart 
with 65 points, and McNeil 60 points. 

This year the Day girls were successful in defeat
ing the Old girls in a freestyle relay but again 
the Boarders found themselves trailing behind. 

Many records were broken during the morning. 
They are as follows: Open breaststroke, 43.lsecs., 
J. Becher; under 16, backstroke: 39.8secs., P. 
Dures; under 14, freestyle: 35.8 secs., M. North; 

SWIMMING TEAM, 1953 

Back Row, L. to R.: M. Constantine (Diving), J. 
Becher, J. Kn:owles, J. Perrin (Diving). 

Front Row: P. Dures, M. North, G. Hill, L. Copley. 
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under 16, freestyle: 35.2 secs., P. Dures; under 14, 
freestyle: 34.4secs., L. Copley; open backstroke : 
40.8 secs., P. Dures. 

This year the staff were able to watch most of 
the sports because of the ingenious method of scor
ing instituted by Mrs. Rose. 

Dr. Nash and Mrs. Oldham took charge of the 
judging and announcing, for which we are very 
grateful. 

As a result of the sports, pocket colors were 
awarded to J. Becher and P. Dures. 

TENNIS NOTES 
When the last "Kookaburra" was published in 

1952 there were still the Junior House matches and 
School Championships to be played. 
won by Jocelyn Gollan, who defeated Jill Alien, 6-2, 
0-6, 6-2 in the final. Last year under sixteen and 
under fourteen years singles were innovated. There 

Twelve girls entered for the open championship 
was a large number of entries in both events and 
some enthusiastic and promising players were notic
ed. Twenty-eight girls entered for the Under Six
teen event. The final was won by Wendy Addis who 
defeated Elisabeth Drysdale, 6-3, 6-0. The Under 
Fourteen event was entered by 29 girls. Kay Hitch
ings defeated Judy Bolton, 6-4, 7-5 in the final. 

Previous to these events the Junior House matches 
were played. Stewart emerged the winners by the 
wide margin of 17 sets, 113 games to McNeil, 10 
sets, 90 games, who were followed closely by Car
michael, 9 sets, 93 games. Ferguson occupied fourth 
place. 

This year we again entered teams in the Slazen
ger Cup, Mursell Shield, and Edwards Cup. Al
though we did not retain the Slazenger Cup we 
made up for it in the other two events. We were un
fortunate in losing our first player, Jocelyn Gollan, 
who developed appendicitis before the preliminary 
rounds were played. Hard luck, Joc! 

Our Slazenger Cup team consisted of Wendy 
Addis, Elisabeth Drysdale, Margaret Constantine 
and Jan Perrin. We played P.M.S. in the first 
round and defeated them by a very small margin. 
The results were: P .L.C., 3 rubbers, 7 sets, 60 
games; P.M.S., 3 rubbers, 6 sets, 63 games. 

Owing to rain the final against St. Hilda's was 
not played until Anzac Day. Helen Forsaith easily 
defeated Wendy, 6-3, 6-3 in the first single, but 
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SLAZENGER CUP TEAM, 1953 

L. to R.: W. Addis, E. Drysdale, M. Constantine, 
J. Perrin. 

Elisabeth played good tennis to beat Prim. Davy, 
2-6,. 6-3, 6-1. Margot Evans easily defeated Mar
garet, 6-0, 6-3. Jan played good, solid tennis and 
was unlucky to be beaten, 4-6, 11-9, 2-6, by Jane 
Finlayson. Wendy and Margaret lost their doubles, 
2-6, 2-6, while Elisabeth and Jan won theirs, 6-2, 
6-1. So the cup passed to St. Hilda's, for the first 
time since· 1947. Congratulations. The final scores 
were.-St. Hilda's: 4 rubbers, 9 sets, 70 games; 
P.L.C.: 2 rubbers, 5 sets, 56 games. 

The Mursell Shield team cons~sting of Priscilla 
Hodby, Margaret Clifton, Janet Pearson and Bev
erley Hamilton, played well to reach the semi
finals. Jan Perrin played two matches with the 
team, before filling a position in the Slazenger 
Cup. The results were.-First round: P.L.C. v. 
Loreto, No. 3, P.L.C., 9 sets, 65 games; Loreto No. 
3, 2 sets, 50 games. Second round, P.L.C. v. Loreto 
No. 1: P.L.C., 8 sets, 69 games; Loreto No. 1, 4 sets, 
46 games. Third round, P.L.C. v. St. Hilda's: P.L.C., 
8 sets, 65 games; St. Hilda's, 4 sets, 53 games.-Semi
final, P.L.C. v. P.C.: P.C., 11 sets, 80 games; P.L.C., 
3 sets, 45 games. 

The Edwards Cup team, comprising Judith Bolton, 
Kay Hitchings, Jillian Dry and Jenny Raison, was 
a young and inexperienced one, but with more 
practice, they should be valuable in other teams 
next year. However, they put up a really splendid 
performance by surviving thr"ee rounds-no other 
P.L.C. team in this event has survived the first 

round for the last three years. The results were:
First round, P.L.C. v. Sacred Heart, No. 2: P.L,C., 
11 sets, 72 games; S.H., lset, 28 games. Second 
round, P.L.C. v. St. Hilda's No. 2: P.L.C., 10 sets, 
65 games; St. Hilda's, 2 sets, 44 games. Third 
round, P.L.C. v. St. Hilda's No. 1: St. Hilda's, 8 
sets, 74 games; P.L.C., 4 sets, 60 games. 

After the interschool matches, Senior House ten
nis was played. Stewart again was the winner with 
16 sets, 102 games, followed by Carmichael, 10 
sets, 81 games and McNeil, 8 sets, 69 games. 

Towards the end of the term, the Slazenger Cup 
team played the Scotch College team. This match 
was solely for practice and no results were kept. 
All players concentrated seriously on their games 
and we thank Scotch for this opportunity to im
prove our play and tennis tactics. 

The "A" and "B" teams went to an Old Girls' 
Tennis Party held on the School courts and enjoyed 
it very much. This was also good practice for us. 
Thank you very much, Old Girls. 

One evening during the term about twenty play
ers were the guests of the Peppermint Grove Tennis 
Club, to see films -of Wimbledon, 1952 and the 
Davis Cup. Everyone enjoyed them, especially the 
one showing Sedgman and McGregor in slow 
motion! 

Altogether the standard of the tennis has im
proved, and with our new courts there is opportunity 
for everyone to play. There has been little interest 
shown in the bumping board which is a pity as a 
well-kept one makes the choosing of teams very 
easy. 

As a result of the interschool matches, pocket col
ours were awarded to Jocelyn Gollan, Wendy Ad
dis, Elisabeth Drysdale, Margaret Constantine and 
Jan Perrin. 

July Bolton, Kay Hitchings and Jillian Dry were 
awarded tunic colours. Congratulations to all. 

Q 
~ 

~ 
DEBATING CLUB 

(J 

This year we had our first meeting consisting 
of impromptu speeches at which we hoped to find 
some hidden talent-. This enabled us to select two 
teams to debate against Scotch-our first inter-
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school challenge this year. Our junior team who 
were debating "That sport looms too largely in the 
public life," had three members, D. Millbank, E. 
Nicholls and W . Addis, who was best junior 
speaker. They won with a clear majority. The senior 
team, J. Becher, G. Unmack and E. Vincent were 
not so successful. Debating that "Democracy is a 
failure" they were beaten by five points. We were 
told, however, by the adjudicator that the standard 
was particularly high for school debating so we 
were very pleased. 

Our second interschool function against Hale 
was another set of debates with similar results. 
The junior team, J. Black, Jen. Gollan and M. Tyler 
debated that "Christmas is Over-commercialised," 
and they won once more. The senior team, J. Halli
day, A. Cooke, and J. Pearson, debating that "Kwi
nana is in the Best Interests of the Community," 
were beaten by one point, which was a very fine 
effort considering the little debating experience they 
have had. 

After this we had the customary dance. 
Towards the end of the term a debating team from 

the Presbyterian Girls' College, Adelaide, was ask
ed over by St. Hilda's. We were invited to send re
presentatives to several of the functions held by 
them and they were all enjoyed very much. 

Le Club Fran<;ais. 
L'an mil neuf cent cinquante-trois a ete assez heureux 

pour le club fran<;ais. Encore une fois nous voulons 
exprimer notre reconnaissance a Mademoiselle Hope 
pour !'assistance qu'elle nous a rendue !'an entier. 

Bien qu'il n'y eut pas d'assemblee interschool et que 
nous ayons eu de petites assistances, toutes les reunions 
etaient tres agreables. 

Deux charades furent presentes a la premiere par 
les sub-juniors, et ensuite nous avons eu une devinette 
que Mile Hope a lu. 

A une autre reunion le Docteur Summers a bien voulu 
nous fa ire une causerie au suj et des magasins de Paris. 
Elle nons a parle de la gaite de ces magasins, surtout a 
Noel quand . ils sont tout couverts de lumieres de toutes 
les couleurs et qui representent des scenes variees et 
charmantes, tellcs que des contes de fees. N ous avom 
termine la reunion par des chansons franc;aises: Sur le 
Pont d' Avignon, Frere J aques, etc. 

A notre derniere reunion, la classe sub-leaving a 
presente la piece "La T.S.F. en famille." Celle-ci etait 
suivie d'un jeu mouvemente Otl tout le monde s'est amuse 
beau coup. 

MUSIC CLUB NOTES 
Despite the lack of co--operation and interest of 

much of the School the Music Club has had quite 
a successful year. 

Miss Hutchinson has been of invaluable assist
ance and without her advice to the club officials, we 
should have been held back considerably. 

Our first meeting was held early in first team. 
The programme consisting of two quizzes and piano 
solos. 

At our second meeting a dance was performed 
by Ann Stanton, Ann Cooke sang and our record
ing artists played for us. Miss Hope came as a 
visitor to the club and brought with her one of her 
pupils. They explained the various types of re
corders and played us many pieces. Her visit was 
enjoyed by all especially by the School's recorder 
players. . 

As our first meeting of second term was a week 
before the Music Festival we decided to run our 
meeting on these lines with the girls who had en
tered playing their respective pieces. In our com
petition Helen Purdie won her division on the maj
ority of votes. In the actual Festival Helen came 
third in the same division. We hope that this meet
ing was of some value to the contestants in that it 
gave them some idea of what lay before them. 

Margaret Cook and Margaret Constantine played 
well at the last meeting of second term. 

A students' recital was held in third term with 
pupils of Miss Norris, Miss Hutchinson and Mr. 
Ladomirski all participating. 

We would like to wish all the examination can
didates good luck and we hope that next year's 
Music Club will be a much-improved club with more 
outside interest shown. 
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HISTORY CLUB NOTES 
At the beginning of the year the office-bearers 

were elected: President, E. Leng; secretary, J . 
Seed; treasurer, J. Knowles; committee, J. Gollan, 
J. Perrin, R. Thomas, W. Addis, P. Casey, J. 
Stew art. 

Last year there was a competition for the best 
collection of monuments, which was won by the 
president, Margaret Whittle. Miss Hope presented 
her with a book, "Land Looking West." We hope 
the competition this year will be as eagerly com
peted. 

The first meeting this year was a great success. 
Each form presented a charade and Junior "B' car
ried off the honours for the best. The charades were 
great fun and the name was recognized in e'ach 
case. 

The second meeting took place the week after 
the Coronation and we conducted a quiz on this 
event. The standard of knowledge was high, especi
ally among the sub-Juniors. Ferguson was first, · 
followed by Carmichael, Stewart and McNeil. 

.f<'or the third meeting, Mr. Green, president of 
A.A.U.N. in Western Australia, came down to the 
School and spoke on the work of UNESCO in Nig
eria and India. He was very interesting and we 
benefited from his visit. 

The last meeting in second term was well attend
ed and the ·sub-Leavings ably acted two scenes 
from "Victoria Regina." The rest of the meeting 
was occupied by an excellent quiz which was won 
by J. Halliday and J. Stewart. 

We are glad to welcome Miss Swan back to the 
School and to our meetings. We would like to 
thank Miss Hope for her help and guidance with
out which the club could not have continued, and 
all the members who attended the meeting and 
played their part in making the club so successful. 

LIBRARY NOTES 
The Fiction Library this year has continued 

smoothly without. any upsets or changes. We have 
received only one new book, "The Call of the Kim
berleys," by I. Shackcloth. We are, of course, 
always hoping to acquire more to fill the new book
case in the boarders' sitting room. 
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Several enthusiastic hours have been spent in 
the numbering and setting in alphabetical order of 
all the books. It is to be wished that those using 
the library would have a little more care in the 
keeping of this order, instead of blissfully putting 
an "A" book at the end of the "W" shelf, and so 
on. 

Among the most frequent patrons are the six 
young Korrawilla boarders. Their usual greeting is 
"Quick, tell me a good adventure book!" The choice 
of authors varies from Enid Blyton to Louisa Allcot. 

One penny is charged for every book borrowed. 
The proceeds for first and second term this year 
have amounted to thirty-two shillings. It may be 
seen from this that there is a regular passing in 
and out of books. This money collected helps to buy 
new books needed. 

It seems an impossibility for an end of term to 
come when librarians are not frantically rushing 
around in every spare moment demanding overdue 
books and money owing. The despair felt when, 
having at last found "Mary Jane" for the third 
consecutive day and being vaguely told by her that 
the book might be home is overwhelming. Never 
mind-it is our duty we suppose. 

The librarians hope that those who have used 
the fiction books have found pleasure and even 
a little knowledge in doing so. 

The year began well with many new members 
and everyone working hard for her Coronation tri
bute to the Queen. A most successful tuckshop was 
held from which almost six pounds was raised. A 
birdbath was built near the Guide House and books 
and toys collected for orphanages and migrant 
camps. 

Two Patrol Leaders attended the Patrol Leaders' 
Conference on August 1, and brought back many 
useful hints for the company. Dame Lesley Whateley 
was present and gave a very interesting talk on 
World Guilding. 

A combined company camp was held on the Glen 
Forrest Methodist Easter Campsite in the August 
holidays and Guides from Byford and Swan View 
mixed well with the Second Cottesloe Company 
members. Everyone is looking forward to a re
union at our Christmas party. 

A series of plays showing the lives of the Patron 
Saints were presented for the Brownies' entertain
ment one afternoon early in first term. In return 
the Brownies are working hard on a pantomime 
they hope to show· at the end of the year. 
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To conclude we would like to thank Miss Baird 
very much for all the time and work she has de
voted to the company. 

BROWNIE NOTES 
"We are the Brownies, here's our aim: 
Lend a hand and play the game." 

This year all the Brownies have tried especially 
hard to lend a hand. They have done numerous 
jobs towards the "Coronation Tribute" to be sent 
to the Queen. Among these jobs were weeding the 
garden, helping to clean the car, cleaning picture 
frames and taking the neighbours' baby for walks. 
During the second term the Brownies also began 
to collect books for the "Christmas Cheer Parcels." 
One parcel has been sent to Sister Kate's Home and 
another is to be sent to the Presbyterian Children's 
Home at Byford. 

In the August holidays some of the pack went to 
the Brownie Revels which were held in Government 
House Garden to farewell Lady Lee-Steere. 

At present there are 17 Brownies in the pack 
and we have three sixes, elves, fairies and pixies. 

At the beginning of the year, several Brownies 
flew up to Guides and several new girls joined the 
pack. There are four Brownies who have nearly 
gained their Golden Bar and another four who will 
finish their Golden Hand tests before the end of 
this year. Diana Bruce, who recently left for Eng
land with her parents, passed her Golden Hand 
tests before she left. 

On November 27 the Brownie Pack is having a 
party and concert to which · the mothers are invited. 
This break-up party is always held at the end of 
the year and the Brownies put on a play and serve 
afternoon tea. 

We hope that next year we will be alive to have 
as good a year and just as much fun. 

We would also like to say thank you to Brown 
Owl, because it is so good of her to come along 
every Friday so that we can have fun at Brownies. 

OLD COLLEGIANS' ASSOCIATION 
The Annual General Meeting, held on Feb. 12th, 

this year, was preceded by a buffet tea. This was 
catered for by the Committee of the Association, 
and held, by courtsey of Dr. Summers and with 
every kind help by Matron and Assistant-Matron, 
in the School dining room. The members then went 
down to the School Gym., where the meeting was 
held. Mrs. Briggs read the financial report in the 
absence of Berwine Cook. 

Life Membership Bonds . £150 0 0 
Piano Fund £181 1 3 
Subscriptions £15 9 8 

The Furniture Appeal was launched in 1952 
to raise funds to help furnish the new School 
buildings, the amount in August 1953 being £160, a 
cheque for which has been forwarded to Dr. Sum
mers. We have been told that hopes are held 
that the new School hall will be re,ady to receive 
the grand piano - which is the aim of the 
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piano fund will keep pace with the building of the 
School hall, after all the fund has got a fair start. 

Sports meetings for the year were a hockey 
match, which was won by the Old Collegians, a 
basket ball match, and a tennis afternoon. The 
tennis afternoon was poorly attended as most Old 
Collegians were tied up with clubs for previously
arranged matches. 

The School's birthday, which falls on Aug. 19th, 
was celebrated on Aug. 12th by a dinner at the 
London -Tavern. Dr. Summers, Mrs. Cusack and 
Mrs. Hutchinson were our guests for the evening. 
The Association is going to arrange a luncheon, 
if possible, to cater for more mothers of young 
families who' can arrange to be free at mid-day 
but must be on the spot when the children are home 
from school. 

The Association hopes it will get plenty of 
support in 1954. It is helping to provide 
amenities for our daughters, granddaughters and 
great-granddaughters-we think that is far 
enough. 

TRIALS OF HOUSE HOCKEY 
There is one day in the week when it always 

rains, when I always get out of bed on the wrong 
side, when no one even reads the notice board, 
when all the house decide to go to the dentist, and 
that's the day when we play house hockey. 

The team goes up bright and early on the day of 
the match, and at least three people decide at the 
last moment to come and tell me they can't stay 
so thE're develops a frantic girlhunt and all through 
last period for some little "understudy." 

At last, I think, there is a team and after all the 
flurry of last instructions I run on with an expres
sion of hate for the opposing captain (half an hour 
ago she was my inseparable companion.) 

The whistle blows and the team decide "to do 
or die" and promptly take a swing at the ball, 
half decapitating the first of the opponents. She 
is determined to have revenge and the game de
velops into a free-for-all-shins. 

The ball rushes out of the scrum and one of the 
beginners p:cks it up and makes for the goal, neatly 
passing the aggressors that appear before her. 
Both teams are yelling and I find myself in a cold 
sweat-will she do it. The shattering blast of the 
whistle silences all, and the umpire's stern voice 
cries, "offside." 

I mentally note to "detain" that little wing with 
whom I wasted half-an-hour explaining "offside." 

Suddenly and miraculously the ball is whizzed 
off in the direction of the antagonists' goal. The de
fense, who up till now have looked like something 
between a burly policeman and an international 
rugby player are now quivering like jellies. How 
could they be so cowardly-all they have to do is 
put their sticks in! ! 

After minutes of this endurance test, time is called 
and suddenly I find myself ardently congratulating 
the opposing captain, and forgiving all the babies; 
after all-they may be useful next year. 
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THE FLAX INDUSTRY OF WESTERN 
AUSTRALIA 

The average person knows little of the important 
though small flax industry of W.A. Flax is grown 
only in the Boyup Brook district of the South
West. for its fibre and requires a rainfall of at 
least 24 inches. 

The soil most suitable for flax is a well drained 
loam overlying a retentive sub-soil. 

The industry at Boyup Brook is a growing con
cern, approximately 4,000 acres being sown each 
year. Seeding takes place during the months of 
May and June, and the crop is harvested between 
November and January, dependent on the weather. 

The flax straw is taken to the mill in large 
specially equipped trucks, weighed and placed 
under cover until it is required for de-seeding. 
Each owner's straw is kept separate throughout 
processing. 

The first step undergone by the flax is de-seed
ing. In this operation the straw is fed into a 
machine which combs off and crushes the seed 
bulbs, the seeds falling into bags which are taken 
to a winnower. There the seeds are graded ac
cording to their standard. The light undeveloped 
seed and other waste materials are crushed and 
sold as a form of stock feed. The graded seed is 
sold to the growers and some for commercial use. 

The flax stTaw which has lost its seed heads, is 
tied into sheaves and placed in specially con
structed concrete tanks for retting. In this pro
cess the pectin or gummy substance in the· straw 
is destroyed and the fibre layers freed from the 
woody core of the stem. The flax is steeped in 
cold water which is gradually heated to between 
90 deg. - 95 deg. F. This method, called "tank ret
ting" takes about four days. The water is then 
drained into a large forty thousand gallon tank 
and then into a nearby swamp. 

When the retted flax is taken from the tanks 
it is placed in small stooks, called "gaits," for dry
ing. Following this drying which takes three 
weeks, it is stacked in a manner similar to hay. 

During the winter months the flax is taken to 
the shed, untied, and passed through a scutcl:}ing 
machine, which frees the outer straw from the 
flax fibre, and roughly combs it. The rotary move
ment of ,a fan in the scutching machine blows the 
light straw through large pipes which conveys 
it to the furnace as fuel. 

This furnace supplies the heat for the steam 
engine which provides power for all the ma
chinery in the mill. 

The outer broken flax and coarse straw fall onto 
the alligator belt which grades the stTaw, so that 
only the longest pieces ((called tow) are removed 
and baled. The "tow" is sold for use in plaster
board manufacture. 

The fibre, now freed from all straw is conveyed 
by a cogged chain out of the scutching machine 
It is then combed by passing over a comb con-
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sisting of about 8 metal spikes nearly an inch in 
diameter, and 3 inches apart. The flax is next made 
into hanks and handed to a classer, who grades it 
according to fineness and colour, then is put in 
bins, and baled like wool. 

Buyers from Melbourne visit the mill and pur
chase these bales at various prices. 

The flax is used for railway tarpaulins, webbing 
for army uniforms, naval string and rope, thread 
for shoe-making, and some rather inferior grade 
tea-towels. The fibre cannot be used for linen be
cause of climatic conditions and colour, but under 
a new bleaching system just discovered in Italy, 
the flax produced in W.A. may be used for linen. 

- ANONYMOUS 

HILL 50 GOLD MINE 
The Hill 50 gold mine was first worked by pros

pectors in the 30's, but after the gold boom of 1933 
the present Hill 50 company was floated and new 
machinery was installed. For some years the mine 
treated between three and four thousand tons ave
raging six to seven pennyweights of gold per ton. 

During the war years, mainly owing to shortage 
in labour and a lower grade of ore, the mine passed 
through bad times. 

After the war, fresh capital was raised, a new 
shaft was sunk to 1000 feet and a better treatment 
plant installed. 

During the last year with better values and an 
average monthly tonnage of seven thousand, the 
mine has returned to major importance. A deep 
diamond drill hole has been bored three hundred 
feet below that at present working and the ore here 
produced spectacular assays, being twice as rich as 
that three hundred feet above. The ore body itself 
is about three hundred and fifty feet long, and 
seventy feet wide. In July, Hill 50 produced £60,-
000 worth of bullion. 

The mine is situated some four or five miles from 
Mt. Magnet, in a district known as Boogardie. It is 
surrounded by many abandoned mining shows, al
luvial workings on the flats and shafts, so that the 
whole area has been stirred up. 

Hill 50 stands on top of a rise adjacent to a large 
open cut known as the Jew's Hole which was the 
cap of the present mine. 

One of the most noticeable features is the hard
ness of the ore which is borne out in the under
ground workings, where hardly any timber lining 
is necessary. 

Following the ore from underground the whole 
process is simplified because it is not necessary to 
roast the ore. 

The ore is blasted away from the main body by 
dynamite, loaded into skips and hoisted to the top 
of the poppet head where the skip automatically 
tips the ore into the primary cracker, where it pro
ceeds through a series of crushers which reduce 
it to a fineness comparable to sugar. Water is then 
added and it is fed into the ball mills, then to the 
tube mills where it takes on the appearance of milk. 
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This fluid flows over tilted tables covered with a 
type of corduroy cloth where the gold, because it is 
heavy sinks to the bottom. The residue has mercury 
added and this forms an alloy with the gold. This is 
roasted and the mercury disappears an pure gold 
remains. 

Cyanide is added to the fluid and a clear fluid re
sults consisting of water, cyanide and gold because 
cyanide has an affinity for gold. 

Powdered zinc is then added to recover the gold. 
By a chemical reaction zinc is taken into solution 
and pure gold results. The gold is melted down and 
gold bullion produced. 

FREMANTLE-LONDON 
(Extracts of letter from Mrs. J. Kelly). 

I was unable to watch the Or'onsay's departure 
from Fremantle as lunch intervened, but was out 
in time to pass the Eastern shores of Rottnest 
Island and see the shores of the mainland, neither 
very clearly, before we headed in a north-easterly 
direction. Within a couple of hours the coastline 
had disappeared completely. 

Every night watches have been put back half 
an hour. We get an announcement every day from 
the Bridge telling us the day, date, temperature, 
miles the ship has travelled (some days she travels 
550 miles a day; the Oronsay is one of the 
fastest ships on the England-Australia run), to or 
not to retard clocks. There is a speaker system 
throughout all parts of the ship so no announce
ment is missed. They tell you everything whether 
it is about the deck sports, how to care for your
self in the tropics, etcetra. 

The first land we saw after leaving Fremantle 
was at 11 a.m. on the 7th May, viz., the Cocos 
Islands. As we approached the islands, we were 
given a very interesting commentary from the 
Bridge. In the morning, we had all been given 
circulars in our cabins . They circularise everything. 
There were a couple of dozen islands I would 
say, some large and some small. The large ones 
were scattered with palm trees, some of the little 
ones looked cute with with just a couple of palm 
trees. The largest islands seemed to have a very 
lush undergrowth. The islands certainly looked 
beautiful-green palm trees, green undergrowth, 
white beaches, pale blue lagoons between the 
islands. It was a beautiful morning-just like a 
picture-the sea around the islands was streaked 
with beautiful shades of green, blue and purple. 
The sky was very blue with just a few small 
clouds- what a scene. We could see white-looking 
huts amongst the trunks of palm trees on two or 
three of the islands. In a huge lagoon, like a large 
bay, we could see a few little boats in the distance 
and on the island we could see several people 
standing on the shore. We were quite close 
actually. We were told by the officer giving the 
commentary that when native couples marry on 
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the Cocos Islands the girl's hair is cut off and the 
honeymoon lasts until her hair grows again. About 
an hour later we passed the Keeling Islands. 

A few days later we anchored in Colombo 
Harbour. Singalese were everywhere--mostly 
wearing skirts that looked like teatowels draped 
around them-bare feet with European shirts or 
coats on top. We took a bus trip to Kandi and 
had to drive through Columba to reach the Kandi 
road. There were some large new buildings among 
the old but even they seemed to need a wash. The 
view and the scenery on the way was superb. 

We left Colombo that day, heading for the 
Suez Canal, through which we passed by day. I 
enjoyed an evening in Port Said which is very 
interesting and picturesque. I saw the famous 
and magnificent Casino Palace Hotel. We then 
continued our voyage on to Naples and spent a 
morning there. Mt. Vesuvius was passed on a 
visit to the famous ruins of Pompeii. I was 
amazed that this city of ancient Italy was so well 
preserved and I was able to hear many interesting 
stories about the individual remains and by them 
learned much of Roman domestic life and culture. 

Next port of call was Marseilles and then on to 
the great rock of Gibraltar standing massive 
against the brilliant sunset. We passed through 
the straits into the Bay of Biscay and con
tinued our journey uneventfully to England 
where the Oronsay docked at Tilbury on May 
26th, just twenty-two days after leaving Fremantle. 
It .seems simply unbelievable when I think over 
all I have seen and experienced in those wonderful 
days. After berthing I journeyed up to London 
where preparations for the Coronation were in 
full swing. The ancient city seemed to have taken 
on an entirely different air and the streets and 
buildings were truly magnificent with thousands of 
colorful decorations. 

J. Kelly 
(nee Lenz) 

THE OLD AND THE NEW 
In glancing back through ten or fifteen years, I 

find the changes in the general lines of my aborigi
nal friends rather amusing. They seemed then to 
have not reached the civilized practice of working 
continually for money. Perhaps once a year a horse 
and buggy would come rumbling around the rocks 
to our house, its contents half in, half out. A litter of 
pups lie with a grubby brown baby, cushioned by 
the family's wardrobe, on the floor. Behind "the cart 
would run several thin, unfriendly dogs; in it 
could be found bits and pieces of many things-but 
never an instrument that would work, or an article 
of clothing not ruin.ed. 

Grandpa would be the first to clamber down and 
greet us. His unkempt yellow-white hair and beard 
accentuated the dark, wrinkled skin, half-shut eyes 
and flat, shiny nose. Moving with his peculiar 
shuffle, he would discuss politely such matters as 
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"how recently Missus had been to the store," or say, 
"By golly, boss, the sheeps lookin' good!" No gentle 
suggestions of there being many kangaroos on the 
abandoned block up the road could induce him 
to move on. Grandpa would rather camp just there 
in bush, within easy walking distance of the house. 
His son, had "dun off with another fella's gin," and 
his conscience seemed to be pricking. 

Early next morning, after searching everywhere 
for the milking bucket-where should it be found, 
but at their camp. "Oh, the old woman take it, boss, 
to give the horse and dogs a drink, it's good, by 
golly, for mixing dampers in, boss-you should 
try it one day," was Grandpa's encouraging ex
planation. Of course we rarely collected any eggs 
while their visit continued. At all times of the day 
and night one of the gins would be hanging 
round the back door, dressed in the most curious 
and dirty remnants of discarded clothes. "The 
old fella wants some bacca, Missus," or "Got any 
sugar, Missus, bina gone and ate all the bag last 
night." 

Now the younger members of the family travel 
in style. Perhaps it is shearing time. After "the 
boss" has spent several trips in various directions 
in the district and has finally located them, they 
promise to come next morning. We know what a 
long and laborious task it is for them to pack 
their personal belongings-of course we bring the 
much-prized spring double-bed and mattress plus 
all the shearing equipment with us-and on the 
third day we yard the sheep in expectation of 
their arrival. Sure enough, at sunset the family 
arrives after a sixty mile taxi trip. It never occurs 
to them that it might be cheaper to catch the 
train. Everything is stored in the new camp and 
a wireless is soon heard. The gins will display 
their best clothes for the next few days until 
the good clothes are no longer new or fit to be 
displayed. Pink silk underwear is seen, expensive 
scarves, Wellington boots, the men folk have 
smart felt hats and overcoats. Before we are in 
bed on the first night of their stay, Mr. E
comes up and knocks, "Boss, I just remembered 
I left those old false teeth at the camp where we 
slept last week. I put them on the roof you know, 
by golly, boss, I better get them quick-Oh, I 
don't need them to eat with," he assures, "but 
you know, some of those other fellas might find 
them, and they probably try and eat stuff that's 
to hard for them!" Knowing there will be no peace 
or work done until the dental plate is recovered, 
the car is brought out and with Mr. E- comfort
ably seated in the front, off they go. 

Sometimes they arrive driving their own auto
mobile-one of the several 1914 "bargain" motors 
they have recovered from some farmer's scrap 
heap in lieu of shearing wages. If it comes under 
its own steam, it invariably refuses to leave in a 
similar manner. 

I might add, that in spite of everything, I look 
forward to visits from these native friends. 

THE KOOKABURRA, DECEMBER, 1953. 

MYSTERY AT MIDNIGHT 
She was awakened by an ear-splitting sound 

which broke the stillness of the night. Uttering a 
cry of terror she sat up to feel icy fingers clutch
ing her shoulders and a strong hand clamped on her 
mouth. 

The shadowy spirit glided away beckoning her on. 
As if in a trance she slipped on her gown and follow
ed this indomitable figure. Lured on by some un
known force she passed by innumerable doors be
hind which unaccountable dangers lurked. Silently 
she crept on peering furtively, now left, now right, 
but still following this impending force. Suddenly 
she was pushed heavily inside a small dark room 
and the door behind her was softly closed, then to 
her dismay she heard a creaking below her and 
very slowly a trap door was pushed open. She 
stumbled down some very creaky wooden steps 
to find herself in a small dusty room. 

It was faintly illuminated by a guttering candle, 
stuck in a bottle in the centre of the room. In the 
flickering light could be discerned a number of 
figures similar to her ghostly conductress grouped 
around a wooden casket. What did it all mean? 
What lay before her? What was concealed in this 
box upon which all eyes were fixed with such in
tensity? Suddenly with a dramatic gesture her con
ductress flung open the lid of the casket. There be
fore their fascinated gaze lay-"Their Midnight 
Feast." 

THE MAN AND HIS HORSE 
Std. IV 

Once there was a man, who had no friends 
except a horse, 

He fed it on the table there, 
And let it sit on his own chair, 
He brought it coffee and a pear, 

And every morning here and there, 
It ate a most enormous share 
At last it could not eat a pear, 
For it was just on six foot square. 

THE JOANSES 
Old Mr. Joans, 

Sat in the sun, 
Reading a book, 

And eating a bun. 

And Mrs. Joans, 
Really quite old, 

Has gone to bed, 
With a very bad cold. 

While Tommy Joans, 
A merry young boy, 

Is at a party, 
Laughing with joy. 
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THE PONY OF MY DREAMS 
With clear white blazer and two white socks 

A king to me he seems, 
The world was made for only me 

And "Pony of My Dreams." 

The moon is shining silver white, 
The stars are twinkling gay, 

I mount my pony's glossy back 
And ride him far away. 

I ride him up to dreamland, till 
The sun with golden beams 

Bids me return once more to earth 
On "Pony of My Dreams." 

THE PONY RACE 
Come saddle your ponies prepare to give chase, 
For today is the day of the Dunmara Race. 
The piebalds, the skewbalds, black ponies and 

brown, 
Have come to the races at Dunmara Town. 
Tall children, short children, fat children and thin 
Are up on their ponies and hoping to win. 
They line at the start; When the start signal goes 
They are off in a moment: a shimmer of clothes 
Darky first in the lead, then Betty Smith's 

brown-
And here comes the Shooter to flatten them down. 
The Shooter will win, the rest are out-stayed, 
A flash of white there, and the winner's-Cascade. 
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PUBLIC EXAMINATION RESULTS, 1952 
LEAVING 

A. Bird 
M. Buchanan 
J. Davy 
J . Geddes 
R. Henderson 
A. Hodby 
L. Jeanes 
M. Richards 
V. Snowden 
J. Underwood 
L. Wells 
M. Whittle 

JUNIOR 

W. Addis 
M. Alexander 
J. Alien 
G. Angus 
B. Bird 
J. Black 
N. Bolton 
J. Bower 
P. Bracks 
B. Clarke 
M. Clifton 
T. Clifton 
C. Cloak 
M. Cloak 
M. Cook 
J . Corbett 
C. Davy 
E. Devling 

JUNIOR (cont.) 
D. Foster 
J. Gollan 
F. Hamling 
C. Harmer 
V. Henry 
A. Heterick 
P. Hodby 
D. McCubbing 
C. MacLeod 
D. Milbank. 
G. Millington 
P. Murphy 
E. Nicholls 
P. Norwood 
A. Pepper 
J. Pilmer 
M. Pritchard 
H. Purdie 
J. Raison 
B. Rankin 
J. Rose 
E. Schmidt 
M. Sherwood 
L. Stone 
W. Sutherland 
D. Sykes 
R. Thomas 
J. Thornton 
M. Tyler 
M. Winterton 
S. Wynne 
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