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Ube 1koohaburra. 
DECEMBER, 1917. 

Editorial. 

Almost a year has passed since our first attempt at publishing a 
school magazine. During that year "a great deal of water has passed 
under the bridge" (in more ways than one, for we have not had such 
a wet winter as this for many years). However, we can now say that 
the Presbyterian Ladies College is really established in Western Aus
tralia, and we are in the proud possession of a beautiful and up to date 
residential school. We have been settled here close on two months, 
so tl1at by now the novelty has worn off. We are beginning to work 
hard, for we realise that there are such things in school life as examina
tions, reports and the like. 

There are many new faces among the day girls and boarders, but 
the staff, except for the addition of Miss Jones, Miss Harry and assis
tant mistresses for other accomplishments, is unaltered. 

We in Cottesloe miss the daily companionship of the Perth girls 
(tho old school being retained as a day school only), but we hear of 
them very often and see them on festive occasions. 

At last we have the school library an established fact. Among the 
books is a complete set of Scots 'novels, donated by Mr. FergusO!I. 
The rest of the books were, excepting a donation of an encyclopedia, 
purchased with the proceeds of a concert organised by the scholars and 
held in the Perth School on August 4. 

The grass tennis courts are much appreciated by the girls, who 
are practising as much as the weather will allow. Basket-ball seems 
io be more in favour just now, and ;s practised as much as possible. 
As we are only a few yards from the river we are looking forward i.o 
tho opening of the swimming season. There is a project in the air that 
we will soon be rowing in the water let us hope it will become a fact 
and that in the near future we will be challenging our sister-scho.::>l 
across the line . (Perhaps it should be brother-school, as possihly 
schools are not classified as are ships). 

We were in hopes that peace would have been declared before the 
end of this year, but it seems that it is not to be. The dreadful war 
still goes on, and we left behind in Australia are doing our little bit. 
On the last evening of the second term we girls gave a concert in tl1<! 
North Perth School in aid of the 32nd Battalion Trench Comfort's Fund. 
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A large quantity of comfort articles were received and by the sale Lf 
sweets and hand-painted programmes the sum of £1 15s. was raised. 

In conclusion we think we are in a very happy and contented 
scliool and take this opportunity of thanking the members of the 
Church Council and our teachers for their kind interest in our welfare. 
We wish them and all our readers the Compliments of the Season. 

Form Notes. 

NO'l'.l£S l•'OH FOl'tMS III. & IV. 
Dear Mr. Editor,-

! can assure you, though our form has not the best of reputations, 
it is undoubtedly the best in the school. 1'he French is unsurpassable, 
as you will see from the .following:-

"Fairy" is so fond of 'etre' that she 'pops' it out on every possible 
occasion. She is now however, developing into a "Dreamy Susan." 
Marj. finds French verbs 'tres difliciles.' To know how to translate 
the Passive Voice in French is a problem we cannot solve. It i~ 
drilled into us for about half an hour every day, but, even then, \Hl 

are no wiser than before. "Mincie's 'Old Friend' is as firm as ever. 
Heads for arithmetic are sadly wanting (excuse us "Darkie") 

"Fairy" tells us that one chair needs more covering than thirty-two. 
Bravo "Fairy I" Scottie'' and "Freddie" are hard at work on stocks 
and shares, which hours and hours of hard work never seem to bring 
right. Marj. is busy carpe·ting rooms (we mean of course imaginary 
rooms). 

Geometry is improving slowly, but surely we can now prove that 
tiie sides of an isosceles triangle are equal. When we say that geometry 
is improving we forget "Fairy" and Scottie" who do not see why they 
should prove Ia prop, .whe~ "they can see it." 

History is progressing favourably at present. We are told that 
after having read the period set three times, we are at last entering 
into the "spirit" of it. You will see that, Mr. Editor, when we tell 
~·ou that Mere was kind enough to inform our teacher that ·walpole wa,; 
Prime Minister in the year 1421. Of course this was only a slip, but 
as the proverb says, "There's many a slip 'twixt the cup and the 
lip." 

We ough"C to be well up in quoting the Bible, as our geography lesson 
has been transformed into a scripture lesson, but however, it seems 
to prove exceedingly interesting to "Mincie'' and "Freddie." Is it 

the geography or other matters that are so interesting? 
Undeniably, of course, our eyes very often stray and gaze out 

the window, and we are asked if we are asleep. Don't yon think it 
is an insult to such a fresh and bright class of pupils as we are? 

Well, Mr. Editor, no doubt this is becoming tedious to you bm 
if you remember, you would have Form Notes, so you are to blame. 

We will close uow, wishing you a Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year. · 

FORMS III. & IV. (F.J.C.) 
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FORM N01'ES FOR CLASS 29. 

\Ye in Form II. consist of a crowd of " brainy" girls, who all worl> 
very hard at their studies (?). We have many good results, the most 
striking of which are to be found in the compositions. 

The arithmetic is coming on wonderfully. One day we are doing 
simple decimals, the next week we are having incurring ones. It is 
the same with algebra. We are progressing rapidly along the path pf 
knowledge. 

We know now that a triangle is different to an angle, a fact we 
didn't know at the beginning of the term. 

Also we are aware that Scotland is in the N.W. of Europe, and 
that if a ball is thrown up it will come down again, because of the 
laws of gravitation. 

Our history is proceeding along the reign -of Henry I., and we know 
how and of what he died 

We like our poetry, because our teacher objects to long pieces. 

Miss Jones thinks the composition taking it all round is not ·;o 

bad, as often great originality is to be found. 

Our French is not so good. Most of us forget our verbs before we 
learn them, and the grammar is queer. 

English grammar is better because we know and understand the 
language, and the new ideas of analysis are an improvement on the 
old. 

So now, dear Editor, hoping to have a better report next time, we 
will close by wishing you a Merry Christmas and a Prosperous New 
Year. 

N.B.K. 

Boarders' Notes. 

Here we a.re at the end of another year, a.nd in spite of the cxamN . 
which are approaching from the near future, we boarders are all looking 
forward with Joyous eyes to our long Christmas vacation. 

This year ottr little family has been increased by fourteen now 
boarders. Our two prefects are "Fairy" and "Mere." They keep us 
in very good order and are themselves the finest of prefects? 

We all like Cottesloe better than Palmerston-street, for we ha vo 
the pleasure of long walks now. 

The "Australian Inland Mission" should benefit g reatly from the 
shoes which are left lying around. At present there are no less than 
twelve pairs in the pound. 

'Ve are becoming experts in the art of fancy dressing. At 011<' 

of our recent "dress-ups,'' Freddie made an excellent Mrs. Gamp, hy 
tying pillows around her person over which she put an old ~l< irt. 
Sad to say the pillows would not keep up, and in the end, l\1i s~ Gan111 
was "non est." 
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While we remember, let us ask L-- not to put so much poli~h 
on our recreation-room floor, as it has been the cause of many painful 
and ungraceful falls. 

"Dreamy Dan" has provided us with much amusement, and fills to 
perfection the place of the "Vision"; whom we all miss so much. 

We wisli that "Fairy" would write to poor "Loveless Bertie.'' 
\Ve can almost weep for him. How long will he· be "Loveless" we 
ask, and the answer came naturally, "Till 'Fairy' writes to him." 

We will close by wishing you all a Merry Christmas, and a Happy 
New Year. 

W.L. 

Drawing Notes. 

We all think we are making good progress under our teacher, Miss 
Owtram. We, feel sure Miss Owtram agrees with us. 

Two of the girls are learning painting, and one of them is .very fond 
of painting her face. Another girl loses her tongue dming the drawing 
period. 

We have home work drawings to prepare during the week, for whicli 
we obtain marks. 

\Ve shall now end our drawing notes, wishing everybody a Happs 
Christmas and a Bright New Year. 

K.A. 

Elocution Notes. 

Our class is a very" happy and studious one. We have three new 
members now, so that we are able to have a scene or two from 
Shakespeare. 

Our play this year is very amusing, for mistakes will happen dur
ing the recitation of tho lines. For instance, one of our most gifted 
girls, in a tiuster, said, "If we were to hang ourselves --" A gale 
of laughter interrupted ·our artists' speech, and in surprise she looked 
around, then she blushed with mortification. 

"Flute" must be careful not to break through the wall wheu 
·'Smug" shoves him. "Bottom" must not bully too much, or push 
"Smug's" face in too far, because it i~ generally difficult to restore 
it to its proper condition. "Starveling" should take a sleeping dmft 
before the play is rehearsed, because 'he shows too much vigour for an 
old man. Snout waltzes across gaily in answer to hia call. "Peter 
Quinie" appears to be quite squashed by "Bottom,' but that is natural 
as he is generally a very meek ( ?) person. 

Now we elocutionists hope to have a good column next year, so we 
will save all the next tit-bits for it. 

C.D. 
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Sports Notes. 

During this year we have not been very successful in our sports, 
but we hope to do better soon. Wednesday afternoon has been en
tirely given up to sportt: 

\Ve have many new players in tennis, and have been able to form 
several teams. They are all doing well, and we hope to have "some'' 
tennis players next year. 

_ The grass courts arc much better to play on than the cement ones, 
alti10ugh sometimes we are in imminent danger of slipping. 

''Fairy and Co." are becoming champion tennis players ( ?) . 

"Mincie' seems to have a magnetic influence over tennis balls. 
She was hit three times during one gama 

If a certain girl in "A" team said less of her "ripping serves" as 
she phrases it, she would become a better player. 

We ,have been able to start basket ball this term, and it is tho 
~ource of much merriment to everybody. 'Ve have been told sevemi 
times that our representation of a "Zoo" when playing this game is 
very realistic. 

\Ve hope to begin swimming soon, and as we are not far from 
the river, we will by Christmas be able to swim like fish ( ?) . 

Good results are expected from the physical culture every morning. 
One girl when told to "turn to the left and march," walked straight 
for the wire fence. · 

Great amusement is caused when we come to the running. 'fwn 
girls who are at the end of the line, are by the time the running is 
finished, apparently leading, through lack of breath. (Is it always lack 
of breath?-Ed.). 

We hope in the near future to become the leading school in sports. 

E.F. 

Dancing Notes. 

VIe are all becoming very graceful dancers under the able tuition 
of our Mistress, Miss Rolls. Vve hope that she thinks so too. " ' u 
think that Norma is the most graceful of us all (!I!). 

'fhe floor is not very slippery on account of the scarcity of cancl](,,, 
so we do not have many graceful over-balancings Stella is the hP~t 
at fancy dancing by reason of her long leg:; 

We shall now say good-bye wishing you all a Happy ChriHLntuH nn<l 
a Bright New Year. 

From the Dancing Class, 
l\1. J\1!' 1. 
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Dear Mr. Editor,-
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Musical Notes. 

\Ve have been asked to write the musical notes, but unfortunately 
there is little to write about. 

The chief excitement during this year has l;een the music an•l 
theory examinations, in each of which, a number of the girls took 
part. Eleven of us sat for music, and all passed, although unfortun
ately none of us received distinction. Eight of us sat for theory and 
six passed. Among those who passed the music examination are:-
Bernie Handel, primary division, with 119 marks; Lily Clifton, primary 
division, with 117 ma.rks; Muriel Tilly, elementary division, with 123 
marks; Freda Carter, elementary division, with 121; Myra McSorley, 
lower division with 106 marks; Pearl Adkins, lower dh ision, with 1 l1 
marks; Marjery Tilly, lower division, with 114 marks; Mary McQueen, 
lower division, with 122 marks; Clare McLintock, lower division, with 
122 marks; Eileen Fitzgerald, higher division, with 115 marks; Winnie 
Hope, intermediate, with 121 marks. 

'l'heory ltesults: Marjory Tilly, grade I., 69 marks; Freda Car lor, 
grade I., 94 marks; Pearl Adkins, grade II., 92 marks; Chrissie DodH, 
grade II., marks; Mary McQueen, grade II., 80 marks; Clare Mc
Lintock, grade II., 95 marks; Winnie Hope, rudiments, 79 marks. 

Considering our school is very young, we think the music results 
are remarkably successful, and we sincerely thank Miss Selby, our 
music mistress, for all she has done for us. 

VIe must now close, wishing our friends "A Merry Christmas and 
A Happy New Year." M. McQ. 

The· Picnic that Wasn't. 

After being told of the coming picnic all people concerned searched 
for signs of fine weather. When the rain still poured on the appointed 
da,r, sighs and groans of disappointment could be heard in all direc
tions. All said that the picnic would still have to be put off till the 
next week. On the Saturday before the next day appointed for the 
much hoped-for pleasure, the weather cleared a little and hope agam 
rose. But once more the day before the picnic was wet, and miserable . 
Everyone else semed miserable too, because of their disappointed 
hopes. 

The general cry seemed to be "We'll never have it now. The 
"eather will go on being wet, and the picnic will be put off till next 
winter." \Vhen we thought of tho cool sunshine that should have been 
we became more and more dismul. But as it seemed our fate to have 
uo picnic, wo brightened up, and one person said "Wouldn't it have 
been wet and horrid if we had gone to-day?" 

Another remark was, "0h! well I'll eat m y cakes myself now." This 
exclamation wus greeted with much 1anghter. So we are still hoping 
the prophecy saying that it will rain till Christmas is false. 
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Opening Day at Cottesloe. 

On August lltlt our New College at CoLtesloe was officially openeil 
by the Governor of \V estern Australia. It was really opened for 
~cholars directly after tho mid-winter holidays. The "flitting'' took 
pface during the holidays, so the boarders missed ali the picnicking of 
a flit; I suppose young people enjoy those things, but I can't imagine 
our Matron and the maids enjoying it. 

The official day opened bright and 
to have been ordered especi'tlly for us. 
There were the chairs to arrange for the 
to place, tea-tables to arrange, and last 
to don, and hair bows to fix. 

clear. The weather seemed 
We were all excitement. 

guests, flags and decorations 
but not least, white dresses 

At 3 p.m. the guests began to arrive and shortly afterwards His 
Excellency and the other big guns with our Principal, formed 9,n 

informal procession around the tennis court and mounted the terraced 
platform of the court. About two hundred of our parents and friends 
occupied the chairs facing the platform, and we girls in our white 
frocks formed the rear part of the scene·. 

The Go·vernor made a clever :;~.nd humourous speech. He inferred 
that Ireland, his native country, was a civilised country when Scotland 
was a country of bare-legged savages. He made us all laugh. The 
speeches were all very interesting and were delivered by Sir Hobect 
McMilan, Sir Edwart Stone, Mr. Colebateh, the Heverends Dods, Steele, 
and Oxer, aod last but not least, Mr. Neil McNeil who told ns to be 
good children and grow up to· be good women. vVo think we could 
remember that part of it, because it seemed "kind of familiar." 

After the speeches were finished we all made an inspection of the 
schoolrooms, dormitory, and partook of afternoon tea. In place of 
windows there are sliding canvas shutters which allow a quantity of 
fresh air to circulate. T'he senior school room has sliding doors divtd
ing it into two smaller class-rooms. The lower school consists of two 
rooms, one being the kindergarten, furni,;hcd in the latest kinder
garten style. After the school-rooms were admired and inoidenlly 
the cakes and tea, a move Y<as made to examine the dormitory. H is 
built after the same style as the school-rooms-plenty of fresh air. The 
sanitary conditions of the lavatories and bathrooms leave nothing to 
bo desired. The dining room, kitchens, etc., are all in the original 
residential house which the 0huroh Council acqn ired "·ith the property. 

'l'he guests minutely examined all the improvements and qui le a 
flutter was caused in the dove-cot when a group of our contemporariP« 
from "across the line" gravely and solemnly read down the laund r., 
list. We suppose it would be something like a construction of Sansln·i t 
to them. 

·we all had a very enjoyable day, and we girls who were 1 h<•n• t hn l 
day, will one day be proud to think we were the foundation s<·holnrt~. 
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Debates. 

Our debates oome round every Friday. \i" e only started a short 
time ago so we have not had many. Those which "'e have had havtl 
been very exciting. The first de·bate was on "Should Women Have 
Votes." v'V e were chosen for sides, two in support of the motion, anJ 
two against it. We have a good time when the arguing part comes 
because most of us are good at it. ·when -one would get up to air her 
opinions on the question, another started arguing against her; this the 
chairman had to stop. The next debate was "'Vhite Australia." Of 
course both sides had a great deal to say and some times we thought 
that it would end in a quarrel. Another debate we had was "Should 
we have Conscription." One of the arguments against it was that if 
we had it we would be like the Germans because it was a German idea. 
Once one of the masters that comes on Friday for an extra subject was 
listening to us and he said we were getting on V<'l'J well. We are not 
very good at debating yet, but it is said that we will get better with 
practice. Every one in our r-oom looks forward to three o'clock on Fri
day afternoon, when we start our debate. The chairman gets up antl 
tells the audience the subject of the debate, and who- is the first speaker 
Then after the four chosen ones have spoken( anyone with a different 
opinion gets up and tells it to us. At the end we vote for which ever 
side we think is in the right, and the side that gets the most votes 
wins. Don't you wish you could have debates with us? 

MARJORUM. 

· School Officers. 

Principal: Miss 0. D. Scorgie, M.A. 

Staff: Miss I. Wade, B.A., Miss Jones, Miss Munroe, Miss Harry, 
l\liss Macaulay, Miss Selby (Music), 1\liss Halls (Dancing), Mr. Logue 
(]<;locution), Miss Herman (Biology and Swimming). 

''KOOKABURRA'' STAFF. 

Editor: Winsome Noble. 
Secretary: Marjorie Tilly. 
'freasurer: Clare McLintock. 
Committee: Eileen Fitzgerald, Winnie Lang, Freda Carter, Mary 

McQueen. 

SPORTS. 

Mistresses: Miss Jones and Miss Munroe. 
Basket Ball Captain: Winsome Noble. 
Tennis Captain: Eileen· Fitzgerald. 

PREFECTS. 

Winsome Nable, Mary McQueen, Eileen Fitzgerald. 
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" The Discontented Worm." 

" I wish I were a butterfly," 
Said a worm one day. 
"And have nothing else to do, 
But flap about and play." 

"I'd rather be a mermaid 
And swim in crystal sea, 

And como out on the shore at night, 
To have my mermaid tea." 

"I'd rather be a Queen of May, 
Prettiest of all. 
Then I'd be the queen of flower, 
Flower,s short and tall. 

" I'd rather be a pretty flower, 
With the prettiest of pink petal, 
Then l'd bloom in a green field, 
And not thrive among these nettles." 

"I wish I were a little star, 
Glittering and bright, 
Lighting up a lonely street, 
On a dark, dark night." 

" I'd rather be a little bird, 
Flying near the sky. 
Laughing at my lonely mates, 
As I pass them by." 

'I'd love to be a little boy. 
I'd have a game of cricket. 
I'd only have to hit the ball. 
And it would hit the wicket." 

"I'd like to be a monster great, 
Living in the Nile, 
Then everyone would call me

Mr. Cl·ocodile. 

"You are a very foolish worm," 
Said Mr. Snail that day. 
" You do not think of other things, 
I am sad to say." 

" You are a worm, and nothing more. 
You ought to be contented." 
"I 'spose I was too, selfish," 
The little worm consented. 

"I'm very glad I am a worm," 
One day, he brightly said. 
"But as it's getting very dark, 
I'd better go to bed." 
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And all the small worm's children, 
Learn the way to squirm. 
I also think they've learnt 
The story of "The Discontented Worm." 

The Dream. 

"The reason for the l!'rench War," 
A voice cried unto me. 
Alas! I could not give it, 
As no doubt you will see. 

"The reason for the French War." 
I said with blank surprise. 
"One second and no more,'' she said, 
With anger in her eyes. 

At last an inspiration came. 
I bubbled o'er with glee. 
"They killed King Charles I.,'' I said, 
"And Pitt was wild you see." 

I sat down with great triumph. 
"I've won the day," thought I. 
I looked around at the other girls, 
Each had a smiling eye. 

I gal-led at them with pitying stare, 
One moment and no more, 
For each one laughed so loudly 
It might be called a roar. 

The noise at last subsided. 
I breathed with great relief. 
But alas! No rest for the wwked, 
She turned another leaf. 

"Where is Martinique, tell me?" 
She asked me with a frown. 
"In the middle of the Mediterranean." 
With a sigh she sat her down. 

ANONYMOUS. 

"I'm afraid there's something wrong to-day,' ' 
She said, "Please go to bed, 
And stay there till you really 
Have something in your head." 

Suddenly I felt a bang; 
I jumped up with surprise, 
The bed-clothes were pull€'{! off me, 
Hard luck! T'was· time to rise. 

-"SCOTTIE." 
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On Dit. 

'l'hn L " Freddie'' says pigs grow from slips in Germany. 

That cats are no longer appreciated in the dormitory. 

That camels are killed for their ~kin and their milk. 

'!'hat sweets are for the sweet, and pretty presents for the pretty. 

'rhat "Gussy" is going out of favour. 

That "T" has usurped his place. 

That "Dave" is struck. So is "Fairy.' 

That we live on lectures. 

That "Kitty'·' and "Norma" have been shifted into the back row 
for being good (? ?) . 

That if you look at a thing with one eye shut, and the not 
looking, you'll see it. 

That prefects are not always perfect. 

'l'hat there is a slight difference between a snaily staircase and a 
spiral one. 

That "Mincie's" bst visit to Osborne was too much for her. 

That she has decided not to go again. (How long will it last we 
ask). 

That feminine of Wizard is Lizard. 

That Christianity is the best of modern inventions as it stops men 
from fighting. 

That the chief range of mountains in England i~ the Pen-lron. 

That "The Mop" has become a base deserter. 

'l'hat even though the exams. are over we have still no time to 
waste. 

Side Lights. 

One of our subscribers at the early age of four, sat down to a meal 
of sheep's brains. While she was masticating them, it occurred to her 
to ask, ''Dada, do these brains go to my head or my tummy?" 

Question: If you were not a ScotCh girl, what would you like to be? 
Answer : A Scotch girl. 

One of our girls has red hair. We must not blame the girl, 35 

it is redheditary. 

As Longfellow says, "It is only noble to be good. 'l'he girls say 
it is good to be an only "Noble." 

How many T' s are there in Tease ? 
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We are Seven. 

There are seven of us in that school-room new, 
And each one of us has her duty to do, 
For there are lessons to learn and notes to write 
The one must be thorough, the other be bright. 

'Ve are working hard with a zeal and a zest, 
With a groan now and then, but mom often a jest, 
To pass our exams. (for to fail is a crime), 
And they will be here in a very short time. 

Our faults may be many though not easily seen, 
(But faults may be found in a king or a queen) ., 
So l know you'll excuse us, though bad we may be, 
For in spite of them all we're good company. 

First of all there comes Mereche's a prefect true, 
Who rarely does anything she shouldn't do ( ?) 
Except at French when she mixes her number~, 
It seems as if it were done in her slumbers. 

" Scottie," our poetess, makes a great many rhyme~, 

But ,orne of them do not fit up to the times. 
However, the're funny, and serve to amuse us 
And in none of them does she try to abuse us. 

Our smallest member is a girl named "Clare," 
Whose redeeming point is a great head of hair. 
'Tis black and curly, but oh! when it's plaited, 
It looks as though it were tangled and matted. 

Her friend "Marjie Tilly" is a big tall girl, 
Who has a short plait with a little French curl, 
Next comes dear "Freddie" (Oh! A boy you'll suppo~c) 
She's bright and sha pretty with hair "comme Ia rose." 

Now Prefect "Fitzie" is quite brilliant at French(?) 
But at times our teacher her ardour doe~ quench 
"'ith sarcastic remarks of which she has manv. 
But remarks that take "Fitzie" some time to ".comprenny. ' · 

" 1\fincie," our day-girl, is a Fremantleite, 
But although a prefect she is not ahmys right. 
She remembers at times that she ought to be good, 
'l'he result--disastrous. Forget it we would. 

·we hope· "Mineie" and "l\fere" their exams. 11·ill pass, 
And wish you dear readers a Merry ,Christmas. 
Now we must leave you. 'Ve've had more than our say, 
But we will come again, some other fine day. 

"1\HNCIE." 
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