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Prefects 

Sylvla Leake (Head Prefect), Pat Crossing, Laura Einihovici, Pat Gribble, 

Sally Hale, June Hardie, Pat Hodgkin, Alison McNeil, Jill Meathrel, Pat 

W alstab, Topsy Wishart. 

House Captains 

Carmichael . . . . . . Jann Loader 
Ferguson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Barbara Baty 
McNeil . . . . .. . ...... . . Margaret Watson 
Stewart . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. Shirley Yelland 

Leaving ... 
Sub-Leaving 

Form Captains 

Junior A .. . 

. . . Sylvia Leeke 
. . . . . . Margaret Buchanan 

. . . J ulia Richardson 
Jocelyn Gallon 

. . . . . . Jane Rose 
. . . Jill Alien 

. . . Penelope Ward 

Junior B .. . 
Sub-Junior A 
Sub-Junior B 
VII a 
Vllb .. 
VI . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Prudence Vincent 
. . . Margaret Gallash 

Relief Fund Representatives 

Leaving 
Sub-Leaving 
Junior A ... 

. . . Barbara Baty 
... Wendy Merry 

......... Ann Cooke 
Junior B . . . . . . Sandra Kenworthy 
Sub-Junior A . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Enid Nicholls 
Sub-Junior B. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Shirley Wynne 
Vlla Lynne McMullen 
Vllb . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. Felicity Seale 
VI . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . P. McDonald 
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Cot Fund 

Leaving Jill Meathrel 
Sub-Leaving . . . Diana Morgan 
Junior A . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... Elizabeth Vincent 
Junior B . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jenny Seed 
Sub-Junior A . . . Robin Thomas 
Sub-Junior B Margaret Tyler 
Vlla . . . . . . . . . Janet Aberdeen 
Vllb . . . . . . . . . Margaret James 
VI . . . Judith Vincent 

Maga,;ine Committee 

Editor ... 
Sub-Editor 
Committee-Leaving 

Jill Meathrel 
Pat Crossing 

Laura Einihovici, 
Alison McNeil 

Wendy Merry, 
Ann Hodby, Jill Underwood 

Sub-Leaving ... 

Sports Com,-nittee 

Mrs. Cusack. Mrs. Christie, Miss J. Taylor, Jann Loader, Barbara Baty, 
Margaret V/o t.on, Shirley Yelland, Topsy Wishmt, Sally Hale, Jill Meathrel, 

Sylvia Leeke, Alice Whitaker, Alison McNeil, Laura Einihovici. 

President . 
Secretaries 

French Club 

Treasurer . . . . .. 

Marjorie Ladomirska 
. . . Laura Einihovici, 

Jill Meathrel 
. . . Alison McNeil 

President · ... 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Committee 

President ... 
Secretary 
Committee .. 

President 
Secretory 

History Club 

. . . Pat Crossing 
. . . Jill Meathrel 

. . . Alison McNeil 
. . . . . . Topsy Wishart (Leaving) 

Margaret Whittle (Sub-Leaving) 
Jenny Seed (Junior B) 

Beverley Palmer (junior A) 

Music Club 

. . . Pat Hodgkin 
Margaret Vv'atson 

Marjorie Ladomirska, Eliane Siegrist, 
Topsy Wishart, )ocelyn Davy, 

Leonie )eanes 

Debating Club 
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Lcura Einihovici 
Jill Und~;~rwood 

iKnnkaburra 
NOVEMBER 

The year 1951 opened with several in
augurations which seem to have met 
with approval everywhere. The first of 
these was the changing of Carmichael's 
house colour from the navy blue to the 
light blue. Shops in the metropolitan 
area were besieged by hordes of girls 
purchasing blue socks. 

Early in the year, Dr. Summers was 
able to announce that day-girls as well 
as boarders would be able to have coach
ing from the Edwards' School of Tennis. 
Although some despaired altogether, un
expected talent was revealed in some 
cases. 

The third element was more of a con
tinuation than an inauguration, for the 
Debating Club has been dormant for the 
last few years. Now, however, each 
Wednesday during the lunch hour, the 
Leavings and Sub-Leavings sit knitting 
like so many Madame Defarges, while 
some of their cronies stand on the plat
form, expounding with gusto. 

There have been two inter-school de
bates so far and we managed to win 
both of them, thus adding strength to 
the opinions held by the staff; that if 
our brains were dynamite, it couldn't 
blow out heads off, but our powers of 
argument are fully intact. 

Changes in the staff are bound to oc· 
cur, and although there were not so many 
as last year, we had to say goodbye to 
Mrs. Gordon, Miss Bowen and Miss Bower. 
However, we welcomed Mrs. Booth and 
Mrs. Christie as new members of staff. 

The Cot and Relief Funds have con
tinued to help various organisations. Be
sides our obligation of fifty pounds for 

our cot at the Princess Margaret Hospital, 
we sent donations amounting to fifty 
pounds to eight charities out of Cot Fund. 

We also sent from Relief Fund fifty-two 
pounds for our four sponsored children 
through Save the Children Fund, and 
twenty-six pounds to four other societies. 

Last year the school fete was held and 
went off very successfully. As well as 
stalls throughout the grounds, a concert 
was held in the gym. This consisted of 
a magician and some folk-dancing; Swe
dish, Scottish and Morris. 

Some boys from Scotch College were 
highly entertained at the sight of the 
girls dressed in the kilts borrowed from 
Scotch's Cadet Corps. 

That same night, the sub-leavings held 
a barn dance and the gym. was adorned 
with sheafs of hay, while rather life
like pigs and ducks gazed indulgently 
down from walls upon the gay dancers 
below. Dragging small boarders around 
on a piece of sacking was found to be 
the most effective way of polishing the 
floors and everything went with a swing. 
A couple of kind-hearted heroes were 
caught red-handed creeping up to the 
boarding house with plates of savouries 
which they had surreptitiously filched from 
the supper room. They were informed in 
no uncertain terms that feeding the board· 
ers was strictly taboo. 
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In March this year, some of the lower 
classes were taken down to the river's 
edge at Mosman Bay to see the re-enact
ment of the Stirling Expedition. Altogether 
the school has taken a very lively inter
est in the Jubilee Celebrations. At the 
end of first term, Jubilee Day was cele
brated throughout Australia, and P.L.C. 
marked it by the singing of "Australia, 
0 Thou Favoured Isle" en the last day 
of school, by the entire Senior School. 
During this the Union Jack was hoisted up 



the flagpole by the Head Prefect, and al
though the weather was bad, even rain 
did nothing to discourage three hundred 
young Australians. Every child in the 
primary part cl the school received a 
medal to commemorate the day, and the 
girls from sixth standard upwards were 
given an illustrated booklet on Australia. 
This distribution among school children 
was nation-wide. 

Early in second term we were pleased 
and proud to welcome as a visitor to the 
school, the Right Reverend the Moderator
General of Australia. He gave us a 
very entertaining talk, yet at the same 
time conveyed a deeper meaning in his 
words which kit his hearers with some
thing to remember. His theme was- "you 
don't know a thing until you teach it; 
ycu don't see a thing until y ou show it; 
and you don't have a thing until you 
share it." 

During second term the mothercra!t 
courses were held as usual and one day 
several people were startled to hear ter
rified howls coming from the library. Ap
parently some rash mother had lent her 
baby as a "guinea-pig" and it wasn't im
pressed by the importance of the service 
it was doing for mankind. The final 
mothercraft exams were held and the re
sults were every bit as successful as those 
of previcus years. 

We have been quite successful at sport 
this year, maintaining the tradition up
held ior so many years by the previous 
teams. What is so satisfactory about 
playing hockey against the boys' teams, 
is that when we are ignominiously beat
en, we merely look frail and murmur, "It's 
only natural. They're so strong," and both 
teams depart highly satisfied. 

Basketball matches have not yet been 
arranged with the boys; one boy, on be
ing asked what he thought, innocently 
said, "but aren't we allowed to rugby 
tackle?" After this the idea of playing 
them was not received with so much en
thusiasm. I can't think why. 

On the whole the year has been suc
cessful up to date, and we have com
bined work, sport and a jolly good time. 
All the clubs have been very. active, the 
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inter-school meetings being especia lly suc
cessful. 

The leavings of last year and other 
years kept up a great spirit and stan
dard w hich we, of this year and the 
years to come, must try to maintain. 

"This they all with joyful mind, 
Bear through life like a torch in 

flame, 
And falling, fling to the host behind," 

- you all know the rest. 

THE EDITOR. 

JUNIOR BRANCH 
Early in the year we held a swimming 

carniva l. It was particularly successful 
inasmuch as that the onlookers were as 
wet as the competitors. Dr. Summers can 
testif y to this fact. Never have I known 
a we tte r a nd heavier downpour. 

Our concert in second term was a suc
cess financially as well as otherwise. 
Hearty laughter shook the rafters, so did 
the witch's shriek. 

Some of our audience found the seats 
a little hard. 

Rayle Chamberlain gained top marks 
in the State in her theory of Music ex
amina tions. 

A sports day during last term was a 
very ~atisfactory and exhausting occasion 
a nd we hope to improve on it on October 
24 this year. 

Last term 1950. 
Ca ptains 

Carrrichael, J. Finney; Ferguson, D. 
Robinson; McNeil, D. Ledger; Stewart, 
S. Stephenson. 

Vice-Capta ins-
1951-
First term (Captains): J. Finney, D. Robin

son, V. Ly nn, S. Ridge. 
(Vice-Capta ins): D. Simpson, W. Whit
ta ker, J. Leaman, S. Stephenson. 

Second term (Captains): D. Forbes, P. Duff, 
D. Ledger, J. Watson. 
(Vice-Captains): P. Jaentsch, B. Lutz, G. 
Brayshaw, S. Cameron. 

Third term (Captains): D. Aldred, B. Lutz, 
J. Weir, G. Pellow. 
(Vice-Captains): R. Phillips, M. Ham
mend, G. Brayshaw, S. Cameron. 

\ 
\ 

I-I OUSE 
CARMICHAEL NOTES 

"Play the Game." 

Carmichael started off the term mode
rately, if not overwhelmingly, by gaining 
a fair third in the swimming sports. We 
all extend our heartiest congratulations 
to Ferguson for their outstanding win and 
especially to their House Captain, Bar
bara Baty, for being champion swimmer, 
together with Judy Becher from Carmi
chael. 

Our team, on the whole, swam very 
well and we would all like to thank them, 
especially Judy Becher and Janet Perrin 
for their splendid performance. Our Junior 
House team finished second in their race. 
One of the most exciting races was the 
inter-house relay in which Ferguson and 
Stewart tied, with Carmichael running a 
very close third. We received two tele
grams from Audrey Bolton and Batty Mills 
before the sports wishing us good luck. 
It was needed! The final scores were: 
Fergc:son 140~, Stewart 84, Carmichael 71-~ 
and McNeil 27. 

The next most important occurrence of 
first term, one which concerned Carmi
chael only, was the changing of our House 
colours from navy blue to the more dis
tinct and attractive colour of pale blue. 
At the meeting we held, an overwhelming 
majority decided this and with the help 
of some leavings and sub-leavings, ninety 
pale blue belts were made, which it may 
be added, look a great deal smarter than 
the old assortment of belts, all shapes, 
shades and sizes! 

V! e came second in both work and sing
ing marks at the end of first term. Con
gratulations to all those who gained a 
work mark and better luck nexT time to 
those who didn't manage to last time. 
The singing was very close and we luck
ily managed a good second. We seem 
to have quite a few little song-birds among 
our ranks but to those who can only 
chortle away, hoping no one can hear, 
just learn your words and keep your eyes 
firmly fixed on the choir mistress. No man 
can do better! 
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NOTES 
Now the grounds! Everyone ought to 

be very ashamed of herself. The little 
bit of energy required to walk around a 
fairly small section of the school picking 
up stray bus tickets, etc., can't possibly 
hurt anybody; on the contrary, it ought 

to do your precious figures good. There 
is simply no excuse, except laziness, for 
not coming out with a shining first in this 
fi e ld. So buck up, girls, and do your bit. 

Our hockey team, second term, fought 
va liantly and ended up third. We all 

w a nt to congratulate Stewart on their very 
wel1-earnt:d win. 

Basketball is not yet finalised but, so 
far, we don't seem to be doing too badly. 
Sylvia has done well, with the full help 
and co-operation of the members of the 
various teams. 

As usual, Carmichael is able to hold 
up her head when the sports results are 
mentioned and we all hope, seeing that 
third term's sports, tennis, softball and 
athletics, have not yet been started, that 
we will do as well and perhaps better 
in these respects. 

All the best of luck for these three 
sports, third term Carmichaelites, and al
ways remember, it's not the winning that 
matters, it's the spirit in which the game 
is played, the spirit which is one of the 
highest traditions of Carmichael. 

FERGUSON HOUSE NOTES 

We started the year well by discovering 
that whatever abilities Fergusonites lack
ed, swimming wasn't one of them, as we 
had a decisive victory. 

Thanks for all the co-operation, swim
mers, and congratulations on your suc
cesses, particularly Margaret Whittle who 
proved her worth in the breast-stroke 
events; Leila Herman who won the open 
dive and Geraldine Hill who gained 26 
points in the junior events. They were 
all valuable assets to the house. 

It is very encouraging to note that a 
partial reformation has slowly taken plac;li 



during the year with reference to the 
tidying of grounds. We came second, first 
term; but however, are now in the lead. 
So at least a few, if not all members 
of the house have realised the great 
necessity of cleaning the grounds every 
morninq. 

Ferguson's musical abilities have, how
ever, suffered a temporary eclipse and I 
strongly suspect fatty degeneration has 
set in. Just what happens to those usu
ally melodious voices we hear both in 
the classroom and on the sports field 
when it comes to the singing competi
tions, is for the present at least, an un
solved mystery. 

Well, I am afraid we haven't excelled 
ourselves on the work side and I do 
think a greater effort on the part of every
one concerned wouldn't go amiss. We 
must make up the big leeway and show 
what we are capable of doing when it 
comes to the higher studies. 

Due to the great ability and persever· 
ance of the coaches, Topsy and June and 
the undreamt of stamina of the rest of the 
team, we finished up second in the· hockey 
results. Congrats go to Stewart, who 
were the victors. 

In basketball we found we had some 
talent, but unfortunately Carmichael had 
it in much greater quantities. Congrats, 
Jann. The whole team played well and 
special mention must be qiven to Anne 
Cooke, Leonie Jeans and Ca"rol Gill. The 
"C" team matches were again contin
ued and were followed with great en
thusiasm by all concerned, the only 
trouble lying in the fact that we had dif
ficulty in finding sufficient goalies. 

Time will tell as to our athletic, ten
nis and softball abilities and as long as 
everyone tries hard, and remembers the 
motto "Toujours le droit" - always for 
the right, success should be ours. 

McNEIL NOTES 

Taking it all round McNeil has had 
a fairly successful record this year for 
work has been good and our position as 
regards the Work Shield has been con
sistently maintained. We had a bad 
start in the beginning with the s_wimming 
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sports, where though we all worked hard{ 
we just did not make it. I congratulatlil 
Barbara Baty on being champion swim· 
mer and captain of the victorious house 
and also Judy Becher who shared thf 
swimming honours with her. / 

Basketball was not very spectacular this 
year, and we only managed to come 
fourth, but better luck next year. We 
have some very promising young play
ers in the junior school, and in a few 
years, I am certain we will manage to 
come out on top. 

Hockey this year was supervised and 
run by Alison McNeil who unfortunately 
contracted mumps early in the season 
and so could not participate for three 
weeks. We missed her leadership great
ly but Cynthia Hogbin admirably filled 
her position. 

Congratulations, Stewart, on winning 
the hockey. 

Our vocal talent seems to be our most 
outstanding achievement this year. Best 
of luck for third term's competition. 

Tidying the grounds is definitely our 
weakest point and something on which 
we should not fall down. It is necessary 
for every girl in the house to pull her 
weight in this respect because responsi· 
bility falls on everybody. 

Good luck to all those taking the exam
inations at the end of this year. Thanks 
for the co-operation, everyone, and all 
the best of luck for next year. 

STEWART HOUSE NOTES 

"Per Ardua Ad Alta." 

Stewart began the year in a steady, 
if not exhilarating manner, by coming 
second to Ferguson in the inter-house 
swimming sports in March. Ferguson 
gained 1401· points and Stewart some
what further down with 84. Three of our 
swimmers who deserve mention are Jane 
Knowles, Jenny Black and Margot Brown. 
They gave their house a good support, 
and being fairly young should be very 
useful in the future. 

The singing was better than last year, 
and to everyone's surprise we came first 
in first term. We did not do so well 

I 
I 

I 

"B" HOCKEY TEAM 
Back Row (L. to R.) : Diana Stone, Margot Plaistowe, Barbara Vanzetti, )ane 

Knowles, )udy Becher, Pat Crossing. 
Front Row (L. to R.) : Jenny Seed, Merrilyn )ohns•on, June Hardie (Capt.), Beverley 

Doherty, Marion Walton. 

"A" BASKETBALL TEAM 
Back Row (L. to R.) : Leonie )eanes, Lesley Wells, Margaret Watson, Shirlev 

Sanders. 
Front Row (L. to R.) : Barbara Baty, Sylvia Leeke (Capt.), Carol Gill. 



"B" BASKETBALL TEAM 
Back Row (L. to R.) : Ann Cooke, Sally Hale, Pat Gribble, )an Geddes. 

(Front) : Ann Bird, )ill Meathrel (Capt.). Eunice Seddon. 

LADY MITCHELL TROPHY TEAM 

IL. to R.) : Sylvia Leeke, Margaret Whittle, Shirley Sanders. Nanny Van Eck. 

in the next· term, but it's no use telling 
Stewartites to sing like larks if they can't, 
because a great number of us in the 
senior school seem to be absolutely tone· 
deaf. Perhaps if we stand up straight 
and know our words, the good appear
ance will compensate for the sounds that 
issue forth, 

Due to the fact that the grounds we 
were allotted in first term consisted main
ly of lawn, and any lurking piece of 
orange peel could be seen for miles, we 
managed to gain top marks for tidying 
the grounds. Still, even those areas do 
get dirty, and it was rather a good ef
fort on our part. However-second term 
the grounds were a little less easy to 
clean and the strain proved too much 
for us altogether. 

Several indignant people are convinced 
that members of opposing houses do the 
big sabotage act by throwing little pieces 
of paper out of the classroom windows 
after the bell for assembly .has gone. 
Since it is customary when writing house 
notes to boost up the other houses and 
run down your own, I feel compelled 
to say that I'm sure no girls would 
dream of being so inconsiderate. Mmm! 

It gives me great satisfaction to be 
able to write about Stewart's hockey, for 
we came through the season without !os· 
ing a match. Everyone was very keen 
and this made up for the absence of 
Laura from the team. The victory did 
much to strengthen our somewhat flag
ging morale. 

The basketball results were not quite 
so good, for we came third with 70 points. 

The "B" team was a bit weak and their 
defeats were more through lack of team· 
work than individual inability. We also 
had "C" teom house matches this year, 
and on the whole we didn't do too badly 
and the experience gained is invaluable 
for the future. 

Thanks are due to Jill and Sally for 
their help with the basketball. 

Due to the fact that Carmichael has 
changed their house colour, there seems 
to be a surplus of blue belts lying about, 
and I would be very much obliged if 
you would not hastily tie one around 
your ample middle when you can't find 
your own. Apart from the principle of 

the thing; th6 combinpfion of green s&k~ 
'and blue belts is too ghastly. 

Third term is yet to come, bringing 
with it the ·joys ·and despairs of soft
·ba!L athletics and tennis. · Our · prowess 
in the first two is ih the lap of the gods, 
so we must pin ·most of our hopes on 
the tennis. · · 

Whatever happens, remember the motto, 
for we'll achieve nothing without work .. 

(J 

DEBATING- CLUB NOTES 
The Debating Club was inaugurated this 

year and was enthusiastically received 
by the members of the sub-leaving and 
leaving forms. L. Einihovici was selected 
president and Jill Underwood undertook 
the post of secretary. 

Meetings were regularly attended every 
Wednesday lunch-iime, until one day it 
was announced that the next meeting 
would include. impromptu speeches. Per
haps it was just coincidence, but so many 
very important things seemed to crop up 
that lunch~time, and . debating was for
gone by many to go down the village 
or do some such bnportant thing. · 

However, with very helpful criticisms. 
from Doctor Summers and Mrs. Cusack, 
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lhe .standard of debating improved rapid
ly and quite .a number of budding orators 
were discovered. 

With new talent springing up every
where, the Debating Club challenged the 
History Club to a debate; the subject be
ing "That U.N.O. has failed in its task." 
L. Einihovici, A. Mills and J. Meathrel re
presented the Debating Club, while J, 
Loader, S. Leeke and W. Merry spoke 
for the History Club. 

The standard of debating was extreme
ly high and the Debating Club ran out 
the winners by only a small margin. 

Mrs. Underwood adjudicated this de
bale and I would like to take this op
portunity of thanking her for the help 
and advice she has given us. We all 
!;.now· how valuable Mrs. Underwood's 
time is and appreciate the amount she 
has dedicated to the Debating Club. 

Enthusiasm running high, inter-school 
debates were now arranged. Unfortun
ately, the one against M.L.C. had to be 
cancelled, owing to an epidemic of meas
les at that school. 

"That luck plays a major part in shap
ing our destinies" was the subject of the 
debate against St. Hilda's. P.L.C. was 
represented by B. Biddell, A. Bird and 
M. Ladomirska, while J. Cust, D. Smith 
and W. Halbert spoke for St. Hilda's. 
P.L.C. who look the negative side ran 
out the winners. Mrs. Underwood was 
our adjudicator and we learned more 
about the finer points of debating from 
her criticisms. 

With all our successes running to our 
h.eads, we decided to challenge a boys' 
school-Hale. 

The great day . dawned at last: Man
Jay, July 30th. The debate was held in 
the evening and P.L.C. was represented 
by L. Einihovici, J. Mealhrel and J. Un
derwood, while S. Crisp, R. Clapin and 
J. Morrison debated for Hale. The sub
ject was "That the age of chivalry has 
passed," and P.L.C. had the negative 
side. All the Debating Club came to 
support us, while nearly half of Hale 
School came to urge their team on to 
victory. 
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The debate was in real earnest, and 
insults · were hurled from one team to 
another. However, it was only friendly 
rivalry a nd the standard of deba ting 
proved to be excellent. 

Mr. Pe ter O'Brien a dj udicated this a ll
importa nt debate, a nd at this stage I 
would like to thank him very much for 
coming. A member of the University in
terstate debating team, he gave us much 
helpful advice, as well as an interesting 
speech. He kept us in suspense as to 
the result of the debate, but wild cheers 
rang out when he announced that we 
had w on. 

Refreshments were provided and with 
some music on the gym. piano by Wendy 
Merry, a little impromptu dance was held 

to celebrate our win. 
The subject at our lunch-time discus

sions for the next week was the "Hale 
debate," and it was gathered from the 
general remarks, that the evening had 
been a great success. 

With final exams drawing near, no in
ter-school debates will be held in thi~d 
term, but our weekly meetings will still 
continue. 

I hope that next year' s leavings a nd 
sub-leavings will carry on the g ood work 
done by the Debating Club, and I sin
cerely wish them the best of luck for all 
their fu ture debates . 

I will close these notes by thanking 
Dr. Summers and Mrs . Cusack for their 
untiring work for the Debating Club, a nd 
their regular assistance every Wednes
day. Without their encouragement, I'm 
sure the Debating Club w ould not be the 
success it is, and with their helpful criti
cisms, they have raised the standa rd of 
deba ting at P.L.C. to a very high level. 

BOARDERS' NOTES 
As this paper goes to press, every 

boarder is being shunned · by the rest of 
the school unless she can repeat the 
magic formula 'Tve ha d them" - even 
then all she gets is envious looks and 
calls to assist the sufferers . Numbers 
daily disappear to isola tion with "wail
ing and gnashing of teeth." Mumps is o 
fit name for a disea se which can make 
the most shapely head look · like a de
formed pumpkin. 

Though the boarders are considered by 
the day-girls to have an unfair advan
tage, with half an hour's compulsory 
sport every afternoon, this did not help 
them in the swimming. The Old Girls 
and day-girls came in-! think it was a 
length or two ahead- before the board
ers finished with a gallant flurry . Per
haps this failure may be bla med on the 
" sinker" at dinnertime. 

However, we got our revenge when 
the hockey match came along-the un
expectedly brilliant form of the day-girl 
team, when we had been considered as 
good as beaten, gave us quite a run for 
our money. 

With no permanent sportsmistress this 
term, Mrs. Cusack bravely tackled the 
hockey pro_blem, la ter a ssisted by Mrs. 

Christie. Mrs. Ewen took part-time gym. 
and umpired hockey in emergencies. 
Permission to play hockey on Sunday af
ternoon meant extra bruises and ho'arse 
throats, but the extra practice was cer
tainly useful. The routs were umpired 
by leavings, who, though they may be 
future State players, have not yet ac
quired the necessary stoical bearing, to 
say the least. 

Concerning basketball, it is only neces
sary to say that most boarders play hock
ey 

The School Dance and the Junior Party 
were marvellous as usual - resulting 
either in excruciating sore feet or green 
faces and pleas for small helpings at 
breakfast. Dancing classes at Scotch 
College and Christ Church are helping 
to train future victims. 

The scanty ranks of seniors compared 
with the hordes of 7th and sub-junior 
boarders has meant all hands taking 
dorms and going grey in a despairing 
effort to maintain some semblance: ' of 
quiet. 

In conclusion, I must express the faint 
hope that those returning from the holi
days will have eaten enough "fancy 
food" to see them successfully through 
junior and leaving exa ms. 
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ATHLETICS 

Back Row: Margaret Whittle, Judy 
Barbara Vanzetti. 

Front Row : Margot Plaistowe, 
Johnson (Champion Athlete). 

Becher, 

Merrilyn 
Pat Walstab. 

PREFECTS 

MURCELL CUP TEAM 

Back Row : Beverley Palmer and 
Jocelyn Dqvy. 

Front Row : Barbara Baty and Jill 
Alien. 

Back Row: T. Wishart, P. Hodgkin, P. Crossing, J, Hardie, P. Gribble , J, Meathrel, 
S. Hale. 

Front Row : L. Einihovici, S. Leeke, Dr. Summers. A. McNeil, P. Walstab. 

LIBRARY NOTES 

At the beginning of third term the fic
tion library was enlarged by a number 
of new books. This was largely due to 
the generosity of the Cottesloe Theatre 
which refunded half the money paid by 
the school party to "King Solomon's 
Mines" at the end of second term. The 
books have proved very popular, espe
cially those by Mary Grant Bruce, Eliza
beth Goudge, and Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. 
Two beautifully-illustrated Australian ency
clopaedias were also bought for the refer
ence library with this money. We would 
like to thank Dr. Summers for choosing 
such a fine selection of books. 

The librarians would appreciate it if 
books were paid for and returned prompt
ly in good condition. 

PREFECTS' NOTES 

We commenced the year full of good 
resolutions to forge t and make others for
gel our lurid past. We were to dispense 
justice and benevolence with both hands. 
Virtue would be rewarded and punish
ments, if any, original. 

It was not going to be our fault if 
in future years our names were not spoken 
of in a lone in which love and awe 
were nicely blended. 

We can now look back on the pictures 
which the beginning of the year calls 
up, with a sad disillusioned smile at such 
sweet youth and innocence, one of seve
ral very young ladies excitedly planning 
the redecorating of that hitherto forbid
den palace, the pre's room. Under cover 
of lunch, the lab. bookcase was pinched 
(at last comes the solution of this nine
day school mystery) and painted a bil
lious green (for further services in this 
art apply S. Leeke). From the Eini house
hold came one of the loveliest pieces of 
old-world uselessness ever seen in a com
post heap. T.his was filled with the, 
slightly-damaged rose leaves graciously 
presented by the owners of a well-known 
garden. The curtains were dusted (wash
ing lakes time) and the durex tape hold
ing the walls together renewed. 

The sanctuary was formally opened by 
tea with Dr. Summers during which many 
of our problems were discussed. Need· 
less to say Miss Wishart was only pre
vented from monopolising the converso· 
tion by her activity in another typical 
direction. 

Degeneration soon set in. It began when 
we gave the freedom of our domain (a 
degree higher than that of Bath) to the 
house captains. The prefects now do their 
"prep" in the library. Then Pat Walstab 
joined us; what we have done to de
serve this trial will remain a · mystery, 
but we have borne it with our customary 
fortitude. 

Eager aspirants for the task of sweep
ing the floor litter the place. June's 
queue of psalm sayers wails outside. 
That lived-in look, a mixture of a second
hand clothes shop and waste paper bas
ket, has been rapidly acquired. Theor
ies on how to control preps have given 
way to resignation and curses. 

I suppose I'd better mention the school 
dance. The usual thing-nobody enjoyed 
it. After all, divine food, super dresses, 
marvellous band, gorgeous frocks and 
handsome partners don't make a dance. 
The only time any expression of pleasure 
appeared on the solemn faces was when 
Crossing demonstrated gracefully how not 
to fall over. 

We sent representatives to Sir lames' 
farewell drive and later, much to our sor
row, to his funeral. 

Scenes unequalled in tension are now 
perceived as the closing date for all en
tries to this literary publication draws to 
its close. "Metho's" handfuls of hair 
are tidily swept up, sheets of paper are 
hurled right and left, prayers for inspirCt· 
lion are offered; which over it all Alison 
contentedly murders one of the noblest 
pieces of prose in the Bible (school ser· 
vice). 
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Altogether we have had a thoroughly 
delightful year and hope · we have not 
entirely spoilt it for the rest of the school. 



MUSIC CLUB NOTES 

This year the. Music Club has been 
really very lowbrow and not very seri
ous, but it has been f.un for all of us. 
We ha•re had two "eats meetings" so 
far. and both have drawn large crowds. 

The first meeting, which was held on 
April 2nd, consisted of competitions, an 
·hilarious game, and the playing of some 
interesting records. Our next meeting, the 
first "eats" one, came right at the end 
of term on the 30th April, and we were 
entertained by piano items from Leonie 
Jeanes, Jncelyn Davy and Alison Sadler; 
song soks from Elizabeth Anderson, Jill 
Allen anr! Margot W atson and a record
ed solo from Pat Hodgkin. 

The fimt meeting in second term was 
not very well attended but we planned 
an inter-fchool afternoon for Juiy 30th 
and listened to some records. 

Our inter-chool meeting was quite suc· 
cessful, although we did not have quite 
as many visitors as we had expected. 
P.L.C. filhd in some of the time with 
two singing items; a solo from Margot 
Watson, who sang "Blow, Blow, Thou 
WintBr Wind" and a song from a sex
tet of leaving girls who sang "It Was 
a: Lover and his Lass." Jocelyn Davy 
played ''Claire de Lune" and Leonie 
Jeanes played a Brahms ballad. Nancy 
Negus, from St.. Hilda's, also gave a very 
enjoyable piano solo. The audience was 
very entf'•rtained when someone from 
each school had to give an impromptu 
speech for one minute on a chosen sub
ject, and the inter-school quiz was won 
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by St. Hilda's. A great deal of work 
had been put into the afternoon tea and 
it proved very popular. 

From the point of view of the Music 
Club, the year has gone very fast and 
there are so many things we want to 
do before the year is over. Life is al
together too short! 

In concluding, I would like to thank 
Miss Hutchinson on behalf of the com
mittee for all her help during the year. 

Best of luck to next year's commitlee. 

The Eresident. 

JUNIOR AND LEAVING 
RESULTS, 1950 

Leaving 
Janice Blair 
Audrey Bolton 
Patricia Burns 
Barbara Finch 
1 ennifer Flint off 
Margaret Hunt 
Margaret Kirkwood 
Wendy Loton 
Judith Poole 
Eloine Raad 
Jean Seddon 
Robin Sinclair 
Nancy Smith 
Judith Taylor 
Hope Thompson 
Helen W atson 
Janet Watson 
Patricia Watson 

Junior 
Jean Airey 
Fay Armstrong 
Dell Bessell-Browne 
Ann Bird 
Bolette Briggs 
Margaret Buchanan 
Jocelyn Davy 
Jan de Pedro 
Jean Earl 
Jennifer Easton 

June Elvers 
Janette Geddes 
Nancy Gray 
Margaret Greenhill 
June Gwyther 
Elizabeth Heaps 
Ann Hodby 
Cynthia Hogbin 
Olga Hutchens 
Leonie Jeanes 
Betty Jensen 
Barbara Kastner 
Lesley Kenworthy 
Jenny Leedman 
Wendy Merry 
Anne Lise Mills 
Diana Morgan 
Jan Nathan 
Margaret Perrin 
Margot Richards 
V alerie Rpbins 
V alerie Snowden 
Gretchen Toop 
Jill U nderwood 
Joyce Vallve 
Ann Watkins 
Lesley Wells 
Margaret Whittle 
Shirley Wilson 
Mary Y oungberg 

BASKETBALL NOTES 

Now the basketball season has come 
to an end we are able to look back 
on the past with light hearts. Through
out the season we have carried off many 
honours. However, we didn't remain un
defeated. The inter-varsity team, which 
is now playing in the Eastern States, 
gave us an extremely fast game from 
which we benefited. We were pleased 
to see that the final score was only 
20-16. 

Another very exciting match was play
ed by the "A" team against the Teach
ers' Training College. This was also fast 
and no one was more surprised than I 
to discover our victory. Later in the ·sea
son the "B" team also played this team, 
and though they were defeated, all mem
bers of the tea m seemed to be quite 
happy as it appears that the umpire was 
a rather jovial sort. 

The usual challenge and return matches 
were played against Perth College, 
Methodist Ladies' College, a nd St. Hilda's 

and this year we were glad to welcome 
Leederville Technical School to the hap
PY throng. The challenge match against 
Leederville caused quite a commotion as 
many supporters, male and female, ac
companied by noisy vehicles, arrived with 
ihe team. This match was u little .on the 
rough side, though very friendly. The 
match played at Leederville was a much 
closer, quicker and cleaner game and was 
thoroughly enjoyed by all; the enjoyment 
being added to by the thought of hav
ing missed half an hour oi work. Keep 
these matches up, as "Tech" has made 
a good start, this being their first season. 

Vie had our usual matches against the 
"Old Girls." At the first meeting we gave 
them hot buns and tea-before play be
gen. This weighed them down a little, 
the school "A" team being able to gain 
a victory. However, at the second meet· 
ing both school teams were unable to 
carry off the laurels. For both these 
matches we had the rain with us which 
added excitement, but made us very 
muddy. Friendly matches were played by 
the leavings against the sub-leavings and 
between the junior forms, also the pre
fects player the rest of leaving. Mrs. 
Christie and Miss Taylor each captained 
a team for this match, which gave added 
incentive. 

On Saturda:y, August IIth, the carni
val was held, the "A" teams playing at 
P.L.C. and the "B" teams at St. Hilda's. 
This was a most exciting day, the fun 
beginning at 9 a.m. and ending about 
3.30 p.m. The weather was very dis
appointing, most oi the morning matches 
being played in pouring rain, however, in 
the afternoon it was much brighter. Add
ed competition was given by the inclu
sion of St. Mary's and Modern School 
whom we hadn't played earlier In the 
season. The "A" team was lucky enough 
to gain first position while the "B" team 
came a good third in their section. Bad 
luck Pat G. and Cookie were both down 
with mumps. 

Barb. was the only member of last 
year's "A" teciin · who returned; Sylvia 
was the only member of the "B" team 
who was promoted, so, on the whole, 
new blood has been of great advantage. 
Most of the "B" team is also new stock 
which thrived well. 
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It was hoped . that a match -could hava 
b€en auanged against tha.: Hale School 
Prefects, as. the boys wars Ir)ost anxi
ous; the mistresses preferred to see us 
at school rather than in hospital. 

It is also a pity that more matches could 
not have been arranged for the "B" team. 

The usual house matches were carried 
cin with the usual enthusiasm. 

Good luck to all these carrying on a 
marvellous game and may you add to 
the record of the "A" team three consecu· 
live wins at the carnival. Lastly, I would 
like to sincerely thank Judy for putting 
so much into our coaching and pulling us 
through our matches. 

Pocket Colours went to: 
S. Leeke, B. Baty, M. Watson. 

Tunic Colours went to: 
]. Meathrel. S. Sanders, A. Bird, L. 
Wells, C. Gill, S. Hale, E. Seddon, 
P. Gribble. · 

RESULTS: 
"A" Team. 

P.L.C. defeated O.C.A., 14-12. 
P.L.C. St. Hilda's, 28-11. 
P.L.C. M.L.C., 54-11. 
P.L.C. P.C .. 34-5. 
P.L.C. Leederville Tech., 26-8. 
P.L.C. Training College, 22-18. 
P.L.C. P.C., 26-5. 
P.L.C. St. Hilda's, 23-13. 
P.L.C. Leederville Tech., 9-3. 
University defeated P.L.C., 20-16. 
O.C.A. P.L.C., 24-14. 

Carnival. 
P.L.C., I; Modern School, 2; St. Hilda's, 

3. 
"B" Team. 

P.L.C. defeated St. Hilda's, 15-13. 
P.L.C. M.L.C., 29-11. 
P.L.C. P.C., 29-4. 
P.L.C. .. P.C., 37-7. 
St. tfilda's defeated E.L.C., 13-11. 
Train. College P .L. C., 37-11. 
O.C.A. P.L.C., 24-14. 

Carnival. 
Modern School, l; St. Hilda's, 2; P.L.C., 

3. 
CRITIQUE 

"A" BASKETBALL. 
S. Sanders (goalie): Throughout the sea

son was a reliable player and accurate 
thrower. Her jumpinq was outstanding. 
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C. Glll (assistant goalie): Earned her 
place in the team, played well, but must 
dodge. Experience will help Carol. 

S. Leeke (attack wing): An enthusias
tic and reliable player. Her dodging was 
good and she was always quick on her 
feet. Sylvie combined well with the rest 
of the team and set an excellent example 
as captain. 

B. Baty (centre): Barbara plays a good, 
reliable game. Her dodging was good 
and she was quick in attack and defence. 

L. Wells (defence wing): Plays well in 
this position. Knows what to do with the 
ball when she receives it, combines well 
with defence goalies. 

L. Jeanes (defence assist. goalie): De
fends well and combines with Margot. 
Has a powerful throw, but could per
haps dodge a little riwre. 

M. Watson (defence goalie): A staunch 
player, always reliable, using her height 
to advantage. She puts everything she 
has into her game. 

"B" BASKETBALL. 

A. Cooke (defence wing): A good, 
strong player, always there when need
ed but must watch her throw. 

S. Hale (attack wing}: Is quick to get 
free but must combine better with her 
goalie and assistant. Good defending. 

E. Seddon (centre): A strong, determin
ed player. Eunice often got some diffi
cult balls by her good jumping and de
fending. 

J. Meath.rel (goalie): Combined well 
with her assistant and plays a quick 
game, although sometimes erratic. Cap
tained her team well and supported their 
good work with accurate goal throwing. 

A. Bird (assistant goalie): Was a good, 
consistent player and provided a reliable 
support for the goalie. Her shootina was 
accurate and her play unselfish. 

J. Geddes (defence goalie): An untiring, 
quick defence. Jan saved many scores for 
opposing teams by being in the right 
place at the right time, and knowing what 
to do with the ball when she got it. 

P. Gribble (defence-assistant goalie): 
Pat plays a nice game, defending well 
without getting rough and she also com
bines well with the other defence. Her 
absence for the last few matches was 
a great loss to the team. 

HOCKEY NOTES 

P.L.C.'s reputation has not been ruined 
by this year's hockey results, which are 
well up to standard. The number of 
matches has increased considerably 
thanks to Mrs. Cusack, who arranged 
many outside matches. 

We were glad to welcome Mrs. Chris
tie and Mrs. Ewen, who assisted with the 
hockey at the end of the term. 

Laura Einihovicl's services were sadly 
missed, but her position was ably filled 
by J. Gollan. 

The first match of the season was the 
combination of "A" and "B" teams against 
Scotch College. "B" team played first 
half, but were relieved by the "A" team 
in the second half. The scores would be 
better forgotten but are listed at the end. 

The "A" team had two rounds of 
matches against M.L.C., P.C. and St. Hil
da's and managed to remain undefeated 
after many hard struggles. 

The "B" team also played these teams 
but met slightly stronger opposition. 

Judging by the efforts of the "C" team 
and sub-juniors, our future school teams 
should be of a high standard. Our sub
juniors defeated M.L.C. (2-0), but were 
defeated by St. Hilda's (3-0, 3-0). These 
were harder matches than the scores in
dicate. The most exhausted people after 
these matches were the "A" team cap
tains who coached during the play. 

The "C" team won the first St. Hilda 
match (4-0), but were defeated later by 
3 goals to I. 

This year we played a match against 
Hale School, and two against Christ· 
church. We proved to be stronger than 
the former and were able to hold our 
heads high. Even after the first Christ
church match we were not disgraced, 

but the return match was not so suc
cessful for us. 

On two consecutive Saturdays the Ned
lands State School boys played our "B" 
team. The boys' enthusiasm knew no 
bounds after their victory, which was not 
easily obtained. 

The morning tea, which was supplied 
before the first Old Girls match did not 
have its desired effect; they still man
aged to show us a little of their skill. 
However, the second match was more suc
cessful from the point of view of present 
girls. 

To end the season the schools held 
an "A" and "B" carnival at P:L.C. and 
M.L.C. respectively. This was an all-day 
event and was enjoyed by everyone de
spite the unpleasant weather. 

After many exciting matches the results 
were:-

"A" le£! m Points "B" team Points 
M.L.C. 6 P.C. 6 
P.C. 5 P.L.C. 5 
St. Hilda's 4 St. Hilda's 4 
P.L.C. 3 M.L.C. 4 
P.M.S. 2 P.M.S. 

The usual amount of enthusiasm was 
given to House Competitions, which re· 
suited in a win for Stewart (5 wins, I 
draw) followed by Ferguson (3 wins, I 
draw, 2 defeats), Carmichael (2 wins, 4 
defeats), McNeil (I win, 5 defeats). 

This year pocket colours were award
ed to ]. Hardie, P. Walstab, T. Wishart, 
C. Hogbin, ]. Davy, A. McNeil and S. 
Yell and and tunic colours to M. Buchan
an, L. Mills, M. Whittle, J. Loader, M. 
Matthews, M. Johnson, B. Vanzetti, V. 
Robins, J. Seed, M. Walton. 
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Results of Matches. 1951. 

"A" Team. 
P.L.C. v. Old Girls .. . .. . .. 1-4 
P.L.C. v. Fremantle Hospital .. 4-0 
P.L.C. V. St. Hi!da's 3-2 
P.L.C. v. M.L.C. 5-1 
P.L.C. V. P.C. ... ... ... 4-2 
P.L.C. v. Teachers Training College, 1-1 
P.L.C. v. Leederville Tech. ... .. . 16-0 
P.L.C. v. Fremantle Hospital 7-1 
P.L.C. V. Christ Church . .. 2-2 
P.L.C. v. P.C. .. . ... 5-4 
P.L.C. v. Inter-Varsity . .. 2-5 
P.L.C. V. St. Hilda's . .. 1-0 
P.L.C. V. Interstate T. T. College .. 1-3 
P.L.C. v. Hale School . . . 5-2 
P.L.C. v. Christ Church 0-6 
P.L.C. V. Old Girls ... 2-1 
P.L.C. v. M.L.C. ... 1-1 

"B" Team. 
P.L.C. v . St. Hilda's 3-1 
P.L.C. v. M.L.C. . .. 4-1 
P.L.C. v . P.C. ... . .. . . . 1-3 
P.L.C. v. St. Hilda's 0-0 
P.L.C. V. Hale School ... 0-3 
P.L.C. v. Nedlands State School .. 1-1 
P.L.C. v. Teachers' Training College, 1-9 
P.L.C. V. Nedlands State School 0-l 
Combined "A" and "B" team v. Scotch 

College . . . . . . . . . . . ..... 0-13 

HOCKEY CRITIQUE 
S. Yelland: A fine captain; a very de

pendable full-back with a powerful clear
ing stroke, excellent anticipation and 
continual good temper under difficulties. 

T. Wishart (Vice-Captain): ·Exceptionally 
fast left-wing, picking up at speed and 
centring or shooting strongly. 

J, Gollan (left-inner): Game has im
proved during the season, particularly 
in combination with wing. Has a beauti
fully strong shot for goal and persist
ence in following it up. 

J, Davy (right-inner): A graceful play
er, holds position well pressing the at
tack in the circle and shooting strongly. 

J, Perrin (right-wing): Very quick, com
bines well with inner and keeps the 
game open by strong passing across the 
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forward line. 
P. Walstab (left-back): Game has im

proved through the season: played par
ticularly well in second match against 
Training College; fast in regaining posi
tion, generally clears strongly. 

C. Hogbin (centre-half): Makes up for 
lack of inches by dogged persistence in 
tackling. Keeps the game well open by 
passing strongly right and left. 

A. Mills (right-back): Tackles well, rather 
slow in clearing, has improved in back
ing up in circle. 

M. Whittle (left-half): Quick sometimes 
clumsy with her feet, tackles well, clears 
strongly. 

A. McNeil (centre-forward): Plays a good 
central game, combining well with the 
rest of the forward line and forcing the 
attack in the circle. Always in position 
when needed. 

M. Buchanan (goalie): Has a good eye, 
cool player needs to clear more quickly. 
Should kick more. 

The team as a whole plays a fine 
game, fast and open with neat stick work. 
1 commend their team spirit and sporting 
attitude in victory and defeat. 

"B" Team. 
J, Hardie (captain): Game has improved 

enormously during the season, particu
larly in the strength of her hitting. Very 
dependable full-back and efficient cap
tain. 

M. Plaistowe: Quick, strong centre-half, 
passes well. 

V. Robins (centre-forward): Plays a use
ful game. 

J. Seed: Has improved greatly: needs 
to cultivate a stronger hit. 

J, Becher: Should develop into a good 
player if she learns to pass more ac
curately. 

J, Knowles: Much improved, strong pass
ing; needs to come in to press the attack 
in circle. 

P. Crossing: Tackles wet!; much im
proved latterly in backing up defence. 

M. Walton: Tackles well, needs to an
ticipate better. 

M. Johnston: Useful goalie and steady 
back since she has learnt to keep posi
tion. 

D. Stone: Useful wing; needs to vary 
tactics and press attack in circle. 

B. Vanzetti: Promising all-round player; 
beautiful strong drive . 

B. Doherty: Useful defence, quick .and 
persistent. 

My thanks are due to the two cap
tains and the vice-captains for their help 
throughout the season ii1 coaching and 
arranging teams, and to them and also 
to A. Hodby for help in umpiring until 
Mrs. Christie came to relieve them. 

I would also like to commend the four 
house hockey captains for their patience 
and enthusiasm in coaching their houses 
and unfailing good temper in the trials 
of house matches. 

MARKING GROUNDS 
It's not until I'm marching into assem

bly that I feel a tug at my blazer, and 
an indignant voice whisper in my ear, 
"It's Tuesday, grounds!" 

Light suddenly dawns and breaking 
rank I dash back to the classroom, throw 
my hymn book on a desk, and rush out
side to join my eo-marker, waiting with 
a minute piece of paper and a pencil. 

We walk along side by side, kicking 
stones and staring moodily at the ground. 
Pieces of orange peel and scraps of 
paper are picked up, and marks duly 
recorded. However, we baulk at pick
ing up sticky messes of unknown sub
stance, and they remain there to disin
tegrate or be gathered up by some un
fortunate child, ordered to pick up rub
bish by one of the ever-watchful pre
fects. 

Strolling around to the strains of "On
ward Christian Soldiers," sung by the as
sembled school in the. gym., is really 
quite pleasant on a .nice sunny morning, 
and as we see the girls in assembly 
listening to the Bible reading, we some
how feel free, and not. bound by an 
eternal timetable. 

When marking our own house grounds, 
the orange peel and 'paper search is 
not so intense, and sometimes, quite by 
accident of course, a small piece of 
paper· is overlooked. 
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. With the marks taken; we then search 
the untidy cloakrooms, and carry back 
the impounded articfes to our second-hand 
shop~sorry, Pre's Room. 

Once we hear the strains of ''I'm Just 
Wiid About Harry" or some other march 
being played, we dash back to our class
rooms, and are thereby confronted with 
four irate house captains. 

"Where did you find the paper on our 
grounds?" 

"Why did we only get 9P" 

"You're mean old things. know I 
picked up every piece of dirt-there was 
nothing left." 

Skilfully dodging books and blows 
aimed at us we breathe a sigh of relief 
as the bell goes. At least that's over 
for another week. 

"ON BEING OBLIGED TO 
BECOME A POETESS" 

think that school is just a waste of 
time 

In gorgeous days of rain and summer 
skies, 

To make us go there really is a criJlle, 
And obviously it can not be wise, 
There's mumps and measles we could 
eas'ly catch, 
And chicken pox is all around the place. 
I'm sure my parents wouldn't want a 

batch 
Of scarlet spots disfiguring my face. 
We should be lying on the golden sand, 
Or diving from the rocks into the sea 
Instead of being forced to try our hand 
At sonnets and all kinds of poetry, 
I think that I would honestly rebel 
Except that I've just heard the closing 

bell. 
-M.R. 

LEAVING CLASS NOTES 
Seldom has a group of people started 

the year with such a depressing pros
pect before them. Born and Strawb were 
gone; our ·betters, apprehensively regard
ing our ·past history, were hastening to 



lighten up controls . . Worst of all, we were 
expected to provide an example of good· 
ness and industry le !hose who follow 
in our train! 

GrCtVely we took up this Leaving's bur
den, ·striving to bear it brCtVely-no lean· 
ing against the wall in assembly, no 
talking in preps, no improper literature. 
Our demeanour would hence forward be 
decorous and stately, our juniors' famili
arity given just the slightest tactful check, 
the many crushes developed upon us, 
gently squashed. We were now grown 
up, the heads of a large, and above all, 
lady-like school. 

Margot was an obstacle lo these wor· 
thy . . aims, but we hCtVe striven to ignore 
her and let the refining influence of our 
combined personalities work upon her. 

Sylvia's work as our venerated form 
captain has been greatly lightened by 
the instant obedience to all her slightest 
wishes. When she leaves us we are as 
sheep wandering in the wilderness
hence our somewhat undignified entry to 
and exit from assembly during the middle 
of the term. 

The fact that Baty's money-grabbing 
instincts only came to the fore during !he 
singing of the hymn in no way detracts 
from her talents as a cot-fund representa
tive, although it does give Dr. Summers 
some cause for complaint about our 
voices. 

As usual we have wormed our way 
into the affections of all the mistresses 
and although they may attempt to hide 
their opinions with a front of cold re
serve as is right and proper, we can 
sense their feelings for us coming ·right 
through it - and how! Especially in 
Hygiene. 

Naturally as Miss Major's form. we have 
a certain reputation to live up to and we 
are doing our best towards it (this can 
be taken as the reader wishes). 

. We. wish to thank Miss Major sincere
ly f.or all the good reforma!ive work she 
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has put in upon such poor material and 
for · her great interest In all our activities 
even when being dragged down rocky 
cliffs. 

The start of the Debating Club was a 
sad day for the staff. Every subject bear
ing the slightest relation to the lesson 
in hand is thoroughly and hotly discuss· 
ed for periods on end. 

Here Miss Hosklng and Miss Hope may 
be referred to-Evolution and Communism 
being the favourites. Our views on these, 
especially the second, which we gener
ously refused to keep to ourselves, have 
stopped the work of classes for miles 
around. The person we really get anxi
ous about in the midst of these academi· 
cal discussions is Aurelie, who wakes 
up, favours us with a penetrating ques· 
lion about something heard hours ago, 
and then relapses again. 

Pity- such a nice child, really. 

Alas, it is in dissecting that our true 
natures really come to the fore. It is sad 
to behold Alice and Nancy really revel
ling in their ghoulish work. With what 
Inanities they carry out the execution 
which deprives a fellow living creature 
of the vital spark. 

The school dance-a-a-a-ah ! ! ! 
That covers it all very neatly, I think. 

The gifts the Almighty has bestowed 
upon the class are many and various. 
Two of the greatest are held by Misses 
Yell and and Soothill. 

The former's is a sheer genius in the 
art of evading all work, and the latter's 
is a mother who gives her lunches for 
which the only adjective that can be 
used is "divine." 

The opinions held by the staff upon our 
possibilities of success In the forthcom
ing examinatiof\s a:re interesting, well
expressed and stimulating, but all strange
ly the same. However, judging from the 
amounts of books taken home these holi· 
days, it would appear that our main 
aim is to acquire the right to utter that 
elegant expression "squash," with the ac· 
companying vulgar gestures to our vari
ous mentors. 

P. Crossing. 

SWIMMING NOTES 

Hope of there ever being inter-school 
swimming sports has now practically been 
abandoned and again this year the prac
tice of all schools having Invitation re
lays at their inter-house sports was con· 
tinued. 

St. Hilda's proved only too well that 
they had the best team by winning on 
every occasion-congratulations. 

The P.M.S. sports, held at Crawley 
Baths, were the first to wh!ch we sent 
a team consisting of two open backstroke, 
two freestylers and two breaststrokers. 
We put up a good show but finished 
third with St. Hilda's first, P.M.S. second 
and M.L.C. third. 

At St. Hilda's, M.L.C. and our own 
school sports, the positions were the same. 

Those who swam In the various teams 
were J. Becher, B. Baty, M. Brown, M. 
Whittle, L. Herman, J. Knowles, R. for
don, M. Van Eck, J. Perrin, M. Watson 
and B. Doherty. 

The inter-house swimming sports were 
held on March 12th at Crawley Baths. 
The weather was favourable and the 
strong easterly breeze which was in evi
dence at the commencement died down 
considerably, later in the morning. 

Owing to the scarcity of swimmers in 
the various houses it was decided that 
there would be only senior (15 and over), 
junior (14 and under 11), and 12 and 

under' divisions, thus e1imincitin<l 'the ... n
der 16 age c;itoup. 

The first . event on the programme was 
the Inter-school relay. H<:>wever, due ·to 
the late arrival of M.L.C., this was post
poned. St. Hilda's carried off the event 
followed closely by P.M.S., P.L.C. and 
M.L.C. 

The results of the main swimming 
events were:-

Senior freestyle: J. Bech~r. l; B. Baty, 
2; N. Van Eck, 3. 

Senior breaststroke: J .. Becher, l; K. Gib
son, 2; M. Whittle, 3, 

Senior backstroke: J. Perrin, l; J~ Hali· 
day, 2; B. Baty, 3. 

Senior dive: L. Herman, l; J. Knowles, 
2; M. Johnston and N. Van Eck, 3. 

30yds. life saving: B. Baty, 1; M. 
Whittle, 2; J. George, 3. 

Junior freestyle: J. Black, l; M. Brown, 
2; L. Herman, 3. 

Junior. backstroke: B. Doherty, l; T. 
Knowles, 2; M. Brown, 3. 

Junior breaststroke: J. Black, l; G. Hill, 
2; B. Doherty, 3. 

Junior dive: R. Jordan, l; G. Hill, 2; W . 
Bray, 3. 

12 and under freestyle: G. Hill, l; J. 
George, 2; L. Chittleborough, 3. 

The first House relay ended with St&
wart and Ferguson a tie and then Car· 
michael third and McNeil fourth, but the 
medley resulted in an outright win for 
Ferguson. 

The event which roused great enthusi
asm was the Boarders versus Day girls 
and Old Girls realy race, the last named 
putting on a fine display of swimming 
and finishing about a lap ahead of the 
Day girls, who were, however, closely 
followed by the Boarders. 

The sports ended with a victory for 
Ferguson with the .total of 140! points, 
followed by Stewart with 84, Carmichael 
with 71! and McNeil 27. 

Barbara Baty and Judy Becher tied for 
champion swimmer with 16 points each. 
There was no under 16 champion but 
Geraldine Hill attained 26 points in the 
junior events. 
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Pccket colours were awarded to ]. 
Becher, B. Baty and L. Herman and tunic 
colours were awarded to R. Jordan, M. 
Brown-, ]. Perrin and L. Herman at the 
end of first term. 

TENNIS NOTES 

Once again P.L.C. has proved to be the 
tennis school of the year. The Slazenger 
Cup was won for the third time in suc
cession and was brought triumphantly 
back to school where it was placed in 
a prominent posiiion in the hall. 

The team, Laura Einihovici, Joceyln 
Gollan, Margaret Watson and Shirley Yel
land, was a well-balanced one, and car
ried off the honours with the loss of only 
one rubber. 

In the Mursell Cup competition, the 
P.L.C. team, B. Baty, J. Davey, J. Alien 
and B. Palmar, was unlucky to lose in 
the semi-final, but they put up an excel
lent fight against the ultimate winners, 
Sacred Heart. 

The Edwards Cup team, consisting -of 
W. Addis., M. Constantine, D. Stone and 
E. Drysdale, was a very young one, and 
they had not had much experience in 
tournament tennis. However, with more 
practice, they should do quite well next 
year. 

Pocket colours were awarded to L. 
Einihovici, J. Gollan, M. Watson and S . 
Yelland, while tunic colours were award
ed to J. Allen, B. Palmar, W . Addis, M. 
Constantine and E. Drysdale. 
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Throughout the year P .L.C. was well 
represented in most of the tournaments 
and L. Einihovici was selected to repre
sent the State in the Wilson Cup team. 

Owing to the Slazenger Cup being held 
in the first term, house tennis was post
poned until third term. It is hoped that 
the new tennis courts will be available 
for the inter-house competitions. 

Altogether, the standard of tennis at 
P.L.C. has improved, due to the exten
sive coaching scheme during first term. 
Classes were held every afternoon and 
were en thusidl'itically- attended by most 
girls. 

There is no doubt that with the new 
courts a nd the coaching, the standard 
of tennis at P.L.C. will remain high for 
years to come. 

LIFE SAVING NOTES 

This y ear, as in previous years, ·as soon 
as the swimming sports were over, we 
turned our attention to life-saving. 

Teams were entered for the Halliday 
Cup and the Lady Mitchell Trophy. This 
is the first year that the trophy for the 
open event has been known as the La dy 
Mitchell Trophy, it having been known 
in past yea rs as the Baron Trophy. 

The Ha lliday Cup · team consisted of D. 
Foster, L. Herman, J. Knowles and J. Per
rin. B. Baty, S. Leeke, S. Sanders and 
N. Van Eck w ith A. Shearer, entered for 
the Lady Mitchell Trophy, but in b oth 
events P.L.C. was unplaced. 

This yea r many girls gained various 
life-saving awards. 

B. Baty, A. Shearer and N. Va n Eck 
each gained a bar to the A ward of 
Merit while M. Johnston, A. L. Mills and 
S. Sanders gained the A ward. 

Four girls passed . the First-Cla ss In
structor's Certificate, namely B. Baty, N. 
Matthews, A. Shearer and N. Va n Eck. 

A. Bird, L. Jeanes, A . L. Mills, L. Wells 
and M. Whittle passed the Scholar In
str\lctors. 

This year two girls, A. L. Mills and 
M . . Whittle gained the bar to the Bronze 
Cross while the Cross itself was won by 

- A. Bird, J. Black, B. Doherty, L. Jeanes, 
J. Knowles and J. Perrin. 

P. Baily, F. Bunning, L. Hawley, V. 
Henry, L. Herman and ]. Morgan passed 
the Bronze Medallion and J. Black, B. 
Doherty, J. Knowles , J. Perrin and J, Wil
son gained their bars. 

Twenty girls passed the Intermediate. 
They were B. Allan, E. Anderson, J. Bird, 
S. Brearley, S. Brown, J. Cain, J. Day, 
S. Ferguson-Stewart, D. Foster, J, George, 
K. Hitchings, J. King, G . Lowe, S. Lukin, 
P. Middleton, S. Pa terson, A. Stanton, J, 
Stewart, P. W a rd a nd F. Williams. 

S. Lukin and F. Williams gained the 
Elementary Certificate. 

At the end of second te rm, pocket col
ours were a w a rded to B. Baty, N. Van 
Eck, M. Johnston, N. Matthews, A. L. Mills, 
S. Sanders, A. Shearer. 

Our congra tula tions go to all success
ful candida tes and we w ish them the 
best of luck for the further tests. 

A BASKETBALL MATCH 
At last the grea t day ha s arrived

the day that the school basketball teams 
had been longing for since the begin
ning of the term. 

This Saturday morning was the day of 
our first match, and, believe it or not, 
we were to play the "Old Girls." For 
many of us it seemed doubtful whether 
the match would still be on, as the night 
before had been very s tormy, but, de
spite the rain, we trudged along . 

There was great excitement in the 
boarding-house, where the girls were 
rushing round ironing gym tunics and 
blouses, cleaning sandshoes, as well as 
preparing morning tea a nd oranges for 
the "poor suffering players ." 

We of the P.L.C. teams arrived at 10 
o'clock at the school, to welcome our 
visitors in the boarders' sitting room. 

When all the old familia r faces ap
peared on the scene, there was much nat
tering and many happy memories were 
revived. 

Then, even though I don't think this 
was necessary, we were given a very 
nice hot cup of tea and a rock cake 
which, a lthough very a cceptable , filled 
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us to capacity. However, we survived, 
and when everybody was ready, went 
down to the courts. 

The teams were then sorted out, the 
"A" team playing on the left-hand court, 
with one of the old girls as umpire, and 
the "B's" on the other court, with our 
own sports mistress in charge. 

You can just imagine what the courts 
were like after the heavy rains during 
the previous week. One goal circle was 
enti;rely covered with water, not very 
deep of course, as most had soaked 
through, but enough to make a frightful 
mess when anyone trod in it. Where there 
was sand it was muddy, and where 
there was grass (of which there was 
really very little) it was slippery. 

Most of the Old Girls had been mem
bers of the P.L.C. basketball team, and 
after leaving school had joined various 
basketball clubs, and so were quite up 
to the mark! We therefore found it very 
hard to maintain our standard. 

Ready in our positions, we began the 
"great match." Within two minutes of the 
first whistle at least three of us had fall
en; our clean sandshoes were spoilt, and 
our perfectly-pressed tunics wet. 

At half-time we were given oranges, 
which were certainly appreciated, and in 
these few minutes we had a chance to 
ha ve a rest and restore our breath. 

Although rather hot and wet, and still 
feeling exhausted, we continued the 
second half of our match. 

Another shower appeared to be threat
ening but fortunately it was not very 
much, and the small amount that did 
fall, didn't stop us hardy players from 
continuing our game. 

By this time the ground had been 
thoroughly overturned, and there were 
no lines at all (not ,that there weret many 
to begin with) and the ball, which had 
been polished so nicely, was covered in 
mud. 

At last the final whistle was blown 
and there were loud cheers from both 
teams. 

We are ashamed to say that our P.L.C. 
"B" team was beaten badly, but the 
"A's" managed to win, only just, though! 

It was a very friendly match and we 
enjoyed the company of the Old Girls very 
much. 



LE CLUB FRANCAIS 

Enthousiastes du frano;ais, ne soyez pas 
effrayes I Armez-vous simplement d'un 
.dictionnaire et vous trouverez que cet 
article est apres tout, tres facile a lire. 
De toute maniere puisqu 'il n'a rapport 
qu'au club de fran<;ais i1 ne concerne 

.qu'un petit nombre d'entre vous, lecteurs 
et lectrices. D'ailleurs, le fait de 
l'ecrire en cette langue que vous trouvez 
tellement difficile a, quoi que vous puissiez 
en penser, epargne beaucoup de peine a 
l'auteur. "Qui est, ce que <;a a bien 
pu · etre ?". vous ~irez-voys. Eh bien, 
soyez patients et st vous etes sages, vous 
lirez ce qui suit avant de regarder la sig
nature. Cela ne pourra, claps tous les 
cas, pas faire de mal a votre fran<;ais. 

Les activites du club de fran<;ais, en 
l'annee 1951 se sont regulierement pour
suivies, deux, fois par trimestre. Docteur 
Summers, Madame Gentilli et. Made
moiselle Hope furent presentes a toutes 
les reunions et il est du devoir du comite 
"de Jes remercier pour le vif interet 
qu'elles ont manifeste a l'egard du club. 

Le comitc se composait de la presi
dente Mademoiselle M. Ladomirska, des 
deux secretaires. Mademoiselles J. 
Meathrel et I. Einihovici, de la tresoriere 
Mademoiselle A. McNeil, et de la re
_presentante des Sub-leavings, Made
moiselle J. Underwood. 

Les differents programmes consis
taient alternativement de pieces et de jeux 
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de societe. Vu le grand nombre 
d'activites de l'ecole autres que celles du 
club et la preparation de divers examens 
aucune grande representation theatrale 
n'a pu s'effectuer si ce n'est quelques 
extraits du "Bourgeois Gentilhomme" de 
Moliere que les Sub-Leavings ont joues 
a !'occasion de la premiere reunion du 
second trimestre-Celle-ci etait une 
reunion speciale. car les ecoles de St. 
Hilda, M.L.C., Scotch et Hale avaient 
ete invitees. Nous avons demande a 
Madame Gamier de venir chanter 
quelques, unes des chansons de son re
pertoire et elle y consentit avee beau
coup de bonne grace; elle pria tous les 
etudiants de se joindre aux refrains ce 
qu'ils firent bien; d'abord avec un
peu de timidite. Meme les garo;ons ne 
garderent pas !'expression de mepris 
que d'ordinaire ils adoptent clans de 
telles situations et la reunion se termina 
d'une maniere tres animee, apres avoir 
dure environ une heure. 

La deuxieme reunion du second trim
estre est peut-etre digne d' et re mention
nee car les leavings ont presente des 
pieces dont elles etaient elles-memes Ies 
auteurs mais surtout a cause du gouter, 
qui a ete une vraie reussite grace aux 
dons de chacune des membres ; les sand
wichs et gateaux etaient places a 
I' arriere du hall et recevaient grand 
nombre de regards furtifs. 

Dans !'ensemble notre club etait Ull 

succes et bien que !'assistance n'ait pas 
touj ours ete tres nombreuse tout le 
monde a montre beaucoup de bonne 
volonte, et i1 est a esperer que I'intere 
pris pour le club continuerat a augmen
tcr d'annee en annee. 

HOUSE CAPTAINS 
Top-(L. to R.) : Jann Loader (Carmichael), Shirley Yelland (Stewart). Barl:larct 

Baty (Ferguson), Margaret Watson (McNeil). 

"A" HOCKEY TEAM 
Centre-Back Row (L. to R.) : Anne Lise Mills. Margaret Whittle. Alison Mi::NeiL 

Jocelyn Davy. I an Perrin. Jocelyn Gollan. . _) 
Front Row (L. to R.) : Cynthia Hogbin, Pat Walstab, Shuley Yelland (Capt. • 

Topsy Wishart. Margaret Buchanan. 

MAGAZINE COMMITTEE 
Back Row (L. to R.) : Jill Underwood. Wendv' Merrv. Ann Hodby, Alison McNeil. 
Front Row (L. to R.) : Pgt Crossing (Sub-Editor), !ill Meathrel (Editor), 

L. Einihovici. 



SWIMMING 
Back Row: (L. to R.) : Judy Becher, Jan Perrin, Margaret Watson, Jane Knowles. 

Nonny Van Eck. 
Front Row (L. to R.) : Beverley Doherty, Margot Brown, Barbara Baty, Rhona 

Jordan. Leila Herman. 

THE WINNING SLAZENGER CUP TEAM 
(-L. to R.) : Jocelyn Gollan. Laura Einihovici. Margaret Watson, Shirley Yelland. 

President: P. Crossing. 

Secretary: J. Meathrel. 

Treasurer: A. McNeil. 

Committee: T. Wishart. M. Whittle, J. 
Seed, B. Palmer. 

Feeling that we ought to do our bit 
towards celebrating the Jubilee of an 
event which our forebears voted against, 
we began the year with a meeting at 
which papers were read upon the recent 
re-enacting of the explorations of Stirl
ing and Sturt. 

The success of this gathering was es
tablished by the way the speakers had 
carelessly muddled the papers contain
ing their speeches. 

Now feeling ourselves well into our 
stride we flung a defiant challenge at 
the Debating Club and stepping precari
ously on to their ground, debated with 
them upon the subject, "That U.N.O. Has 
Failed in its Purpose." Our team put 
up a very good case, but it was too 
far into the enemy's province, and their 
convincing speaking won the day. This 
debate was adjudicated by Mrs. Under
wood who very kindly showed the teams 
the folly of their ways in her criticism. 

Our chef d'oeuvre, however, has been 
our museum meeting. All the family 
skeletons were dragged out until we had 
an exhibition any museum could have 
been proud of. Old Scottish Dirks, Tur-
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kish guns, lamps and pottery a thousand 
years' old, pictures, miniatures, clothes, 
and above all, books dating from the 
17th Century and later. We would like 
to thank all owners for bringing the ex
hibits. 

Our last meeting was addressed by Mr. 
Stokes who gave us a very interesting 
talk on local history. 

The attendance has been good and 
the proceeds high, thanks to the extra
ordinary intuition of the school in pick
ing Alison McNeil as treasurer, and 
Topsy Wishart as Leaving representative. 
No depths are too low for them to stoop 
to, no methods despised in attaining their 
end! The gentle arts of persuasion and 
extortion are their specialities. "You had 
better come, young --, and bring six· 
pence with you, or I'll know the reason 
why!" Naturally these methods were 
needless as the history enthusiasm of the 
school is too unbounded to require them, 
but it is as well to have a reserve audi
ence to fall back on. 

The real success of the club is due to 
Miss Hope, whose interest and efforts 
have been untiring. 

"POISONALITIES" 

Lintie doesn't Ken which way to turn. 
Has Bid been doing any Chasing late-

ly? 
Marjorie is no longer a Christian. 
Sal is thinking of setting up House. 
Has Nan been Severin' her connections? 



Topsy Macleaned her teeth this morn
ing. 

Jean has bonded her heart to (s) Lav
ery. 

We thought Jilly's interest in the 
R.A.A.F. had Petered out, but lately every
thing seems Roger. 

They'll be Clapin' Pat when she gets 
her Leaving. 

Margot has been Wading through her 
exams. 

Shirley is fond of the high Hills of 
Calingiri. 

Laura likes to play 'Andys but she 
just can't Mac good. 

Rosemary is Frank about her interest 
in planes. 

Alice's affections seem to have become 
Luke-warm. 

Has the Seed of discontent been sown 
or does Jann still want to go to Sydney.? 

The Love Bug will bite Sylvia if she 
doesn't watch out. 

STOP PRESS 

Statistics show that less and less people 
are taking up teaching as a profession 
each year. Much research has been done 
concerning this serious matter and we 
have found a few examples of the heart
breaking setbacks teachers receive. 

Some students of Matthew Arnold were 
reading his "Strayed Reveller," when 
they came to a lurid description of a 
young inebriate who was dressed in a 
fawn-skin. Further on in the poem, it 
mentioned something ab01-1t his white 
neck (obviously a mainlander newly ar
rived on Rottnest). Suddenly a little voice 
piped up from the back row, "But I 
thought he had a fawn skin." 

One aspirant to a distinction in Leav
ing French was asked to translate the 
phrase "Elle s'est levee de bonne heure 
pour ne pas manquer la messe," which, 
everyone knows, means "she arose early 
so that she wouldn't miss Mass." 

Being of an ingenious turn of mind she 
translated it as "she arose early so as 
not to miss . breakfast." Apparently "La 
messe" reminded her of her own cul
inary efforts. 

This the teacher bore with fortitude, 
but she reached a trembling hand for 
her Clement's Tonic when she came to 
the translation, "she got up early to clean 

25 

up the mess." 

Experts say the girl must have been 
thinking of the morning after tha t memor
able evening before. 

The last gasp came when the kids 
were dealt out a Latin paper contain
ing one piece of prepared prose a nd one 
piece of unprepared which the poor 
little souls were expected to tra nsla te. 
One of them, undergoing the torture s of 
the comple telv clueless translating Cice
ro's little literary efforts, raised h er lily
white mit and said in a perplexed tone, 
"Please, which is the unseen?" 

"OFF THE RECORD" 

"It Isn 't Fair"-Exams. 
"The Last Mile Home"-After the 

School Dance. 
"We'll Get lt"-When reports arrive. 
"You Can't Get a Man With a Gun"

So we've taken up hockey. 
"The y Wouldn't Believe Me"- I came 

top?! 

"My Young and Foolish Heart"-Sub-
leavings. 

"Traffic Jam"-School bus. 
"Three Little Words"-! didn't pa ss! 
"Beatin', Bangin' and Scratchin' " 

Tuckshop. 
"Five Minutes More"- Last period. 
"Who's Sorry Now?"-Exams are over. 
"It's Too Late Now"-Friday 11.30. 
"Careless Hands"-Chem. 
"So Tired"-Monday Mornings. 

"Rainy Day Refrain"-"Who's pinched 
my raincoat?" 

"Stormy Weather" - Unfinished Ma ths 
assignment . 

"Honey Hush"- Sally's Preps. 

"Put Another Nickel in"-Cot a nd 
Relief Fund. 

'Tm Confessin' "-Late again. 

"In the Mood"-Saturday night. 

"Always"- Homework. 

"Civilization"-E.L.C.? ? ? 

"Slipping Around"- Gym periods . 

Skeeta, Sub-Leaving. 

REFLECTIONS ON TAKING 
SUB-JUNIOR PREPS 

It is one of the special privileges of 
the Prefect:; of ?'resbyterian Ladies' Col
lege to be able to restrict the unnatural 
inclinations of several "first class devils" 
for half an hour. 

Of course, in ma ny quarters this prac
tice is condemned. Why should children 
repress their impulses- why should they 
be compelled to sit still for a time and 
exercise that ma ss of protoplasm, techni
cally and tactfully referred to as the 
brain? Why should they not be allowed 
to make a little noise? If Baird House 
does find the overheard conversations a 
little below their s ta ndard - well, they 
don't have to listen! 

In no qua rte rs do these objections find 
more supporters than in the "Pre's" room. 
For reasons please refer to the follow
ing scene. 

The bell ring s . All heads in the sanc
tuary are turned to watch a s the day's 
sacrifice gaily rises. 

This is her fir s t experience, the others 
are old hands . 

Warnings, a dvice and best wishes have 
been uttered; now a ll that remains is 
farewell. She brightly g iggles at their 
well-meant solicitude, but is a little dis
turbed by it a ll the same. The sympathet
ic glance cast by the departing mistress 
from the S.J. classroom is another mys
tery. 

She advances into the room and up 
to the dais placing the la rge pile of 
books testifying to her determination to 
take advantage of the separation from 
her noisy comrades, upon the table. The 
greetings could be a little staider, after 
all, she has her dignity to consider. But 
they have not yet ta ken their junior, so 
what can you expect? She clears her 
throat- still the same row, the usual calm 
majesty of mien is not having that fic
tionary effect. Strange, but no doubt 
they do not rea lize the comma nding power 
of the person b efore them. They will 
learn. Mrs. Cusack's Anzac practice rasp 
is thrown into the voice to hint that any 
person making a ny sound whatsoever will 
be summarily dealt with. No dictionary 
being handy the intere sted a udience con-
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tinues its interrupted conversations until 
"shut up" brings the lecture down to 
their level. 

Silence of a sort is now obtained, while 
hands or books place themselves in front 
of mouths. 

Individual silencing is the order of the 
day. This is rather flummoxing for the 
newcomer who knows the names of rather 
less than half the class. 

With a sigh she relinquishes thoughts 
of her own work and gets down to per
sonalities with "the girl two chairs be
hand the one with the red hair" Of course, 
she has no homework-why should she 
have? She does it all during Scripture
learn some poetry - oh, don't be mean! 

Such conversations are no doubt in
triguing but are abruptly terminated with 
the introduction of a new subject by the 
senior participant: something about halls 
or Guildford grass, entirely irrelevant, but 
rather efficacious. 

This theme is dwelt on more and more 
as the heart-wearying time goes on. 

If we looked in, as the despaired of 
bell goes, we may see a white-faced 
old woman staggering to her feet to face 
the three or so howling fiends left in 
front of her. The hall is crowded out, 
with the overflow on the oval. Her mates 
are outside to receive and with experi
enced hands tend the sufferer. Is it any 
wonder that the lighthearted spirit of the 
Prefects of P.L.C. is gradually becoming 
a legend marvelled at by the present
day embittered, once-cynical specimens? 

-P.C. 

LIFE ON A STATION 

At six in the morning you are woken 
by an infernal row that sounds like some
one dropping a huge pile of aluminium 
saucepans. That is not the case, how· 
ever, it is the "get-up-get-ready-for-break
fast" gong. 

After having an unrefreshing wash in 
hard bore water which removes only a 
small percentage of the horse hair mat
tress from your face, you put on a pair 
of usually dirty jodphurs and innumer
a ble jumpers. At 6.30 the breakfast gong 
goes and- if you can see your way-



you journey several hundred yards till 
you reach the dining room. 

There you eat porridge which has also 
had to travel several hundred yards to 
the dining room and is cold. This is fol
lowed by cold fried egg luke-warm meat 
and a boiling hot cup of tea. 

Thus refreshed, you go about your jobs. 
These are many and varied according to 
the time of year-dipping grading, draft
ing, mustering, shearing, tailing, mill clean· 
ing, fence mending, out-camp visiting, mail 
sorting, branding, grooming, and Jamb 
feeding are some. 

At 9.30 you are again summoned to 
the dining room for morning tea. This 
time you hungrily devour tea and genu
ine station fruit cake. 

Once more about your work. 
At I 1.30 the "stop-work-and-get-ready

for-lunch" gong goes. At 12 o'clock you 
once more wend your way to the din
ing room. 

After lunch, in summer, it is hot; there 
is not the noise and bustle of the morn
ing. The flies sit in hundreds on your 
back and everything is still. There is 
no breeze and the air is hot and dry. 
Most hands rest or work indoors until 
afternoon tea-2.30 to 3 (depending on 
the cook). 

Then there is noise and bustle once 
more and you work till 6 o'clock when 
the ''stop-work-and-get-rea'dy-for-dinner'' 
gong goes. 

Between 6 and 6.30 you have your 
bath, being careful with the water. 

Then you put on one of your two 
frocks or skirts and have dinner. 

Carving the daily mutton is a big job 
as there are the manager and family, 
two jackaroos (usually), a bookkeeper and 
occasional visitors passing through (to 
whom the stationers extend great hospit
ity) to serve. 

After dinner until about nine, every
one gathers in the lounge and talks 
sheep, cattle and horses. 

By 9.30, nearly all are in bed where 
they stay until six, when they begin 
again. 
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Sometimes, when the rains have been 
heavy, the ground around the homestead 
buildings is inches thick in water. The 
soil is red and becomes very muddy. Af
ter such rains it is impossible to travel 
and the station is frequently isolated for 
several weeks. 

Despite the distances between the dif
ferent stations - 80 to 90 miles-some
times more or less, the stationers still 
have their social life. The wives do their 
gossiping over the phone instead of the 
back fence. A group of stations near 
Y algoo have their own annual picnic 
race meeting. The horses entered must 
only be station hacks and the jockeys 
only native stockmen or jackeroos. There 
are no bookmakers but there is a 51-
tote. This is a great occasion and it is 
miraculous where so many people appear 
from. 

Life on a station is not dull or lonely 
as many people suppose, because there 
is always something interesting to be 
done. 

-W. Merry. 

BOARDERS' REFRAIN 

(An old traditional English air, to be 
sung on the last day of term.) 

This time tomorrow I will be, 
Out of the gates of P.L.C. 
No more Latin-no more French 
No more sitting on a hard, board 

bench. 
No more spiders in my bath, 
Trying hard to make me laugh. 
No more beetles in my tea, 
Making goggly eyes at me. 
No more bread as hard as nails, 
No more lettuce alive with snails, 
No more weevils in my soup, 
Trying hard to loop the loop. 
No more crosses on my books, 
No more teachers' dirty looks, 
No more prefects to make a fuss, 
No more Guildford grass for us. 
No more music, no more singing, 
No more bells continually ringing, 
No more Becksleins, no more Lipps, 
No more whacks on our finger tips. 
Out of the dungeon, off on the roam, 
You bet your life I'm going home. 
And when that train goes puff, puff, 

puff, 
I'll be on it sure enough. 

-SQUIB and CLIFFO 

IF FREEDOM IS BLISS, 'TIS 
FOLLY TO BE A BOARDER 

A stroke of the pen and the last vacant 
space in the calendar is gaily dismissed. 
Anticipation is over-the day has arrived. 

From the long dormitories, joyful sounds 
of banging cases and excited voices is
sue out onto the hitherto peaceful atmo
sphere, while resigned neighbours shrug 
thier shoulders and stoically accept the 
inevitable. Furtive glances from guarded 
bathrooms proclaim the fact that certain 
essentials are being "rinsed through" 
while agonised voices asking "what shall 
I put in?" are left naturally unanswered. 
Rising above the general uproar comes 
a bitter denunciation from a particularly 
ill-treated owner, on the intelligence of 
the people who devised the size of week
end cases. Injured parties deplore the 
cheerful disregard for that thing called 
"ownership," clothing being begged or 
borrowed but usually stolen. 

The weather is such that it would daunt 
the hearts of almost any holiday makers, 
but undeterred, summer clothes are flung 
iightheartedly into protesting bags-almost 
forgotten shoes, of some other colour than 
that morbid black are dragged from the 
dark recess of cupboards, briefly dusted 
and indifferently cru::;hed on top of this 
year's "best." 

Suddenly several of the larger sized 
packers are dragged protestingly into one 
cubicle, there to deposit their forms on 
the lid of a case which being hope
lessly outweighted, either closes resigned
ly, or, with a spirited show of defiance, 
snaps its hinges. 

The sound of the 9 a.m. bell gradual
ly makes itself heard over the din, and 
the cubicles are vacated with the same 
cheerful clatter, leaving behind them a 
sense of unreality and heavenly peace. 

During the following lessons the teach
ers are disarmed (?) by the innocent, all
attending looks of their boarder pupils, 
whose thoughts-alas, dwell on the vision 
of that scrumptious three-course meal! 

The bell has hardly rung before the 
chairs are banged upon the desks, a 
hastly farewell flung at a slightly be
wildered mistress, and shouting maniacs 
tear frantically to those rarely seen brown 
objects residing on their chairs. 
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Now begins the struggle of transport
ing all articles which, even with board
ers' packing, could not fit into their cases. 
Heavy overcoats, essential for the Friday 
evening's pictures, are pulled on over the 
blazers while the long-suffering toothbrush 
and the tube of Colgates are stuffed into 
a pocket. A beret is hastily plonked on 
the top of a fringe, gloves clutched hope
fully in one hand, while the other firmly 
clasps the case, and the holidaymaker 
is off-well nearly, but not quite. Matron 
insists upon a raincoat for such weather. 
With the help of fellow sufferers, the rain
coat is dragged on over the overcoat, 
thus effectively preventing any movement 
of the arms - but having got this far, 
nothing will stop the adventurer. 

The fierce looks from both conductress 
and day-girls have no effect as the case, 
with the boarder clinging hopefully be
hind, appears on the already overcrowded 
vehicle. Yells of derision from the experi
enced day travellers only serve to aggra
vate the novice as she produces 2/- for 
her "half to - street," and then firmly sits 
down on some vacant seat, which to all 
day-girls is known by some invisible 
means to be "bagged." At last one can 
relax-or at least until with paralysing 
swiftness one sees the stop flash past. 
More staggering down the aisle, more 
pushing and jolting, more yells of scorn 
untiL dishevelled but triumphant, the case 
and its owner emerge on the footpath_ 

The destination is very close - only 
half a street before a warm fire, pile 
of magazines and box of chocolates (with 
more to follow) all combine to delight the 
boarder's mind. In view of these luxuries, 
nothing can now daunt this heroic figure 
-not even the sharp ache of the sockets, 
or the steadily drizzling rain doing its 
best to hinder all progress. 

The gale suddenly looms out of the 
mist-a door opens-and boarder's week
end with its food, fun and frolic (and 
sick-bay to follow on Monday) has begun. 

-T_.W. (Leaving) 

"OLYMPIC" 
(Who ran away from his owner and 

was ruined.) With apologies to Hilaire 
Belloc. 

There was a bike with a shrilling bell, 
Its owners treated it full well, 
They gave it grease and oil and such 



And really liked it awfully much. 

They rode it round the suburhs too, 
And even took it to the zoo, 
But there it was a dreadful fate 
Befell it which I now relate. 

You know, (at least you ought to 
know 

For I have often told you so) 
That cycles never are allowed 
To leave their owners in a crowd. 
Now this was "Lymp's" especial 

foible, 
He rolled away when he was able, 
And on this inauspicious day 
He slipped his chain and slid away. 

He hadn't gone a yard when bang! 
With harried hiss a puncture sprang, 
And poor "Oiymp" was left to rust 
And lie neglected in the dust. 

Now just imagine how it feels 
When first your handle then your 

wheels 
Are slowly rusted bit by bit. 
No wonder "Lymp" detested it. 
No wonder that he squeaked and 

fell: 

The monkey-keeper heard his bell; 
Though very fat he galloped like 
A racehorse till he reached the bike. 
"Oiymps" he cried, now angry made, 
"Get up, sir! Up and in the shade." 

But "Lymps" remained there in the 
dust, . 

And finally he died of rust. 

-A joint effort by )ocelyn Finney and 

)anice Leaman, junior Branch. 

THE GOLDEN MEAN? 

I often wonder when I see 
The comment "very fair," 
Written in stark red wording 
Across my pride and joy, 
My homework. 
What does it mean? 
This phrase ambiguous, 
(Big word) 
Should I glance with triumph 
At the essay of my pal, 
Whose work, 
(Although we worked as sisters from 
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one book) 
Bears the cryptic phrase 
"Fair." 

"Very good" is better to receive 
Than "good" 
That much my dazed brain can grasp. 
And those with "very bad" or "ghast-

ly" 
Should envy those 
With merely "bad." 
But my one desire remains to know 
Just where my little comment rates 
Amongst those academic gradings 
Which rule our lives. 
It worries me a Jot 
When asked the meaning 
Of that phrase obscure, 
THEY only smile, 
And with sadism, peculiar to their 

class, 
Vouchsafe no reply. 

In those brains superior 
Who conquer all, 
I have no interest. 
But you dear souls 
Who generally adorn the bottom half, 
Whose comments range 
From "bad" to something worse, 
You lucky people, you, 
To know just where you stand, 
While I live on, 
A poor bewildered cuss, 
Not knowing if I'm "fair" 
Or "wuss." 

"PREP" 

"METHO." 

"Settle down, settle down, 
Do be quiet down there." 
Says the prefect with a frown, 
Tearing at her hair. 

You get on with working, 
Exams are soon to come, 
You really can't be shirking, 
No! Not anyone. 

Please may Moria leave the room, 
She's left a book behind, 
The pre in charge there starts to 

fume, 
"But hurry back now, mind!" 

"Please may I talk to Margaret, 
She's good at this work, 
And may I ask if )uliet 
Can define a smirk?" 

"What's the time, please Mary Anne? 
Not half-past two, you say!" 
And off to music, Wendy ran, 
The pre's don't have a say. 

With perspiration on her brow 
The prefect heaves a sigh, 
Only two mere secs from now, 
And bell time will be nigh. 

Ding, dpng, cling, dong, comes the 
bell, 

The children rush to make it, 
Taking preps is just plain . ? 
But we pre's have to take it. 

-L. EINIHOVICI 

O.C.A. NOTES 

Patron: Dr. Summers. 

President: Miss A. Baird. 

Vice-Presidents: Mrs. Briggs, H. Thomas. 

Secretary; B. Dunkley. 

Treasurer; P. Wilton. 

Committee: Mrs. Hale, K. Morrisby, S. 
Carey, B. Finch, A. Bolton, R. Hemingway, 
Mrs. Vincent and Mrs. Knowles. 

This year, as in the previous two years, 
the Old Girls' Associations joined together 
for a combined Ball, which was a great 
success financially and socially. 

This year Mrs. Summers, who was 
President of the Association for the pre
vious two years was succeeded by Ali• 
son Baird. We also lost cur Treasurer, 
Mary Shepherd. Mary left for England re
cently and Pat Wil!on kindly consented 
to take on the job. Thanking you, Eat. 
We were sorry to Jose the services of 
one of our most active members, Lorell 
Millet!. this year. We hope to welcome 
her back in the near future. 

On August 16th the School's Birthday 
was celebrated with a dinner at the Lon
don Tavern. 

'the Dinner and Picture Evening still 
seems to be the most popluar function, 
a larger number helped to make it a suc
cess again this year. 

We are still endeavouring to swell the 
Piano Fund, but our cake stall did not 

receive sufficient support from the mem
bers last year, to make it a success. 

We will Jose another membor of our 
committee at the end of the year, when 
Kath Morrisby leaves to take up a per
manent position in England. 

Another point of interest to readers is 
that a number of members were mar
ried during the year, some of whom are: 

L. Murphy. 
A. Mai!land-Mrs. B. Cornish. 
V. Charl!on. 
V. Daglish. 
). Dawkins-Mrs. ). Westlake. 
B. )oyce. 
B. Munro-George. 
M. Hubbard-Mrs. Ted Blackman. 
P. Wilton. 
M. Holmes-Mrs. K. )ones. 

And children have been born to the 
following: 

L. Millett-son. 
). McKenzie. 
L. Parrott-son. 
A. Alexander. 
P. Currie-daughter. 
M. Henson. 
). Melsom-son. 
). Martin-son. 
V. Smedley. 
B. Dunn. 

Rayma Hemingway is off to Singapore 
for a holiday. 

M. Bean, B. Smith P. Moss and M. Shep
herd recently gone to England. 

W. Lynch, H. Eearson, B. Blair gone to 
Eastern States. 

Margaret and Jean Dunn in Sydney 
studying Art and Flute. 

B. Hicks in Eastern States for swim
ming training. 

A. Byers, kindergartener in Manjimup. 
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VALETE 

BOARDERS 
Anderson, Judith 
Armstrong, Faye 
Birch, Sheila 
French, Glenys 
Holmsen, Judy 
lames, Jill 
Loton, Wendy 
Sadden, Jean 
Summers, Carol 
Thomson, Hope 
Walker, Gaye 
Wilson, Christine 

DAY-GIRLS 
Airey, Jean 
Barnett, Sally 
Beilby, Janice 
Blair, Janice 
Blair, Judith 
Bolton, Audrey and 

Wilma 
Boyd, Jean 
Briggs, Bolette 
Brown, Barbara 
Burns, Patricia 
Corclin, Rhona 
Creightmore, Diana 

and Mereditli 
Davies, Maureen 
Devitt, Lynton 
Easton, Jennifer 
Easton, Margaret 
Emery, Glenys 
Finch, Barbara 
Flintoff, Jennifer 
Gill, Susan 

Heaps, Elizabeth 
Humphries, Daisy 
Hunt, Margaret 
Hutchens, Cilga 
Jensen, Batty 
Johnson, Nola 
Jones, Beverley 
Kanakis, Rita 
Kastner, Barbara 
Kenworthy, Lesley 
Kirkwood, Margaret 
Lynn, Gaye 
McKenzie, Pamela 
Mills, Batty 
Murray, Pat 
Nicholson, Sheena 
Perrin, Margaret 
Poole, Judith 
Raad, Elaine 
Sinclair, Robin 
Taylor, Judith 
Smith-Lament, Nancy 
Toop, Gretchen 
Vallve, Joyce 
Watkins, Ann 
Vvatson, Helen 
Watson, Janet 
Watson, Pat 
Weir, Jillian 
Wells, Madeleine 
Wilson, Shirley 
Youngberg, Mary 
Becher, Pamela 
Harvey, Fleur 
Robertson, Margaret 
Sang&ter, Janice 

SALVETE 1951 

Adamson, Bridge! 
Ambrose, Frances 
Anderscn, Elizabeth 
Anderson, Laurie 
Archer, Diane 
Avery, Felicity 
Banks, Elizabeth 
Bird, :m 
Brearley, Susan 
Bremner, Janet 
Brown, Marguerita 
Brown, Sheilah 
Brownson, Shelley 
Bruce, Diana 
Bruce, Susan 
Buckle, Nola 
Burley, Gil!ian 

Parker, Jill 
Pilmer, Joy 
Pizey, Beverley 
Paterson, Susan 
Perrin, Janet 
Plaistowe, Jacqueline 
Raine , Lei!a 
Roberts, Anne 
Robins, Janice 
.Sander, Sally 
Sanders, Shirley 
Sadden, Eunice 
Skitch, Hilary 
Smailes, Beverley 
Snashall, Kerry 
Snell, Margaret 
Snowden, Petrina 
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Burton, Rae 
Caesar, Leonie 
Campbell, Beverley 
Campbell, Heather 
Chittleborough, Lea 
Davies, Jill 
Davy, Sandra 
Dawson, Diane 
Dempster, Shirley 
Douglas, Erica 
Draper, Lucia 
Dunn, Mary Ann 
Dry, Jillian 
Ellis, Elizabeth 
Fergusson-Stewart, 

Susan · 
Fraser, Lynette 
French, V alma 
Gallop, Margaret 
George, Jennifer 
Munro-George, Jill 
Greenwood, Delys 
Grieg, Heather 
HalL Jan 
Hamilton, Helen 
Hartz, Janette 
Hewett, Pamela 
Hitchings, Kay 
Holmes, Rosemary 
Kerr, Delys 
Kerr, Shirley 
King, Jennifer 
Lough, Diana 
Lukin, Julia 
Macfarlane, Julie 
Macleod, Catriona 
Mackintosh, Elaine 
McBean, Lynn 
McBride, Lynette 
McDonald, Pamela 
Macdonald, Rosslyn 
McKeown, Dawn 
Mill, Patricia 
Murphy, Glenys 
Murray, Camile 
Murray, Margaret 
Nelson, Dianne 
O'Halloran, Rose-

mary 
Orgill, Stephanie 
Parker, Annette 

Stewart, Joan 
Stone, Lesley 
Symm!ngton, lane 

Anne 
Thomas, Helen 
Temby, Delys 
Weldon, Jenny 
Wilson, Mandy 
Wilson, Judith 
Wilson, Margaret 
Reilly, Kerry 
Reil! y, :tV!argaret 
Ward, Alison 
Calvert-H ughes, 

Elizabeth 
Freathy, Ann 
Kelton, Dianne 
Rooney, Brenda 

JUNIOR BRANCH 
Andrew, Margaret 
Clark, Paula 
Close, Robyn 
Cresswell, Diana 
Day, Mary 
Edwards, Jill 
Emerson-Elliott, Pene-

lcpe 
Forbes, Diane 
Gribble, Diane 
Hines, Janet 
Hosken, Denise 
Jaentsch, Peta 
Keys, Marian 
Lutz, Barbara 
McLennan, Pa tricia 
Teller, Janet 
Tulloch, Roslyn 
W aldeck, Susa n 
W atson, Peta 
Watson, Sandra 
Collie, Joy 
Clarke, Peta 
Read, Prudence 
J ackson, Isobel 
Lamb, Elizabeth 
Wilson, loan 
Hammond, Marion 
Boys, Helen 
Greenwell , Jennifer 
Humphrey, Joanna 
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