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What is an ATAR?
An ATAR ranges from 99.95 to zero, and reports your rank 
position relative to all other students. It takes into account the 
nuber of students who sit the WACE examinations in any year 
and also the number of people of Year 12 school leaving age in 
the total population.

If you have an ATAR of 70.00, for example, it indicates that 
you’ve achieved as well as or as better than 70% of the Year 12 
school leaver age population in the state. 

The ATAR allows the results of any WA student applying for 
university admission interstate to be directly compared with 
results in other states. 

You need at least four scaled scores for an ATAR to be calculated. 
The ATAR is calculated from your Tertiary Entrance Aggregate 
(TEA). 

What is an TEA?
A TEA (Tertiary Entrance Aggregate) is the sum of your best 
four scaled scores, based on the following rules:

• Based on the best four scaled subject scores in Year 12  
(4 x 100 = 400).

• Each subject score comes from 50% school results and 50% 
WACE examination.

• There are some unacceptable course combinations, for 
example, English and Literature.

• If you have a scaled score in a Language Other than English 
(LOTE), 10% of your LOTE scaled score is added to the 
aggregate of your best four scaled scores. If you have more 
than one LOTE score, only one (the best) LOTE scaled score 
will be used as the LOTE bonus. You receive the LOTE 
bonus even if your LOTE course wasn’t one of your best 
four. 

• From 2017, if you have a scaled score in Mathematics 
Methods ATAR and/or Mathematics Specialist ATAR, 
10% of your scaled score/s in these subjects will be added 
to your Tertiary Entrance Aggregate. You will recieve this 
Mathematics bonus even if the course/s aren’t in your best 
four. 

• The maximum TEA in 2017 will be 430. 

Your TEA will be calculated and then converted to an ATAR. 

Based on your best four scaled subject scores in Year 12
4 x 100 += 400
+ 10% LOTE bonus (max 10) = 410
+ 10% for both Math Methods and Math Specialist = 430

10% for each Maths taken

Example 1: No LOTE or Maths taken

SUBJECT SCORE RESULTS USED a
RESULTS NOT USED r

RESULT USED 
FOR ATAR

English ATAR 12 68 a 68

History ATAR 12 73 a 73

Media ATAR 12 80 a 80

Chemistry ATAR 12 85 a 85

Physics ATAR 12 67 r 0

306

Example 2: Taken LOTE and double Maths

SUBJECT SCORE RESULTS USED a
RESULTS NOT USED r

RESULT USED 
FOR ATAR

English ATAR 12 68 a 68

Specialist ATAR 12 73 + 7.3 a 80.3

Methods ATAR 12 80 + 8 a 88

Chemistry ATAR 12 85 a 85

French ATAR 12 60 + 6 10% 6

327.3

Example 3: Applications or Methods?

The following table shows an example of how scaling  
can affect a student’s result in Methods or Applications,  

based on the 2016 results and scaling factors.
STUDENT DOING 
BOTH

SCHOOL  
ASSESSMENT

FINAL  
SCALED

2017  
(10% BONUS)

Methods 62.0 65.8 72.4

Applications 80.3 72.4 72.4

References: http://www.tisc.edu.au/static/guide/atar-about.tisc


