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Western Australia is the 
authentic Australian 
destination. The State is 
famous for its many days of 
sunshine, clear blue skies, 
brilliant white beaches and 
welcoming, friendly people. 

Perth, the capital city of Western Australia, 
is nestled on the banks of the majestic 
Swan River and overlooked by the 
natural bush land of Kings Park. With a 
population of over 1.5 million people, Perth 
is a modern, vibrant and cosmopolitan 
city - making it an ideal place to study. 
The city enjoys a Mediterranean climate 
with perfect blue skies and a pollution-free 
environment. Temperatures average 
around 5-16 degrees in winter and  
18-30 degrees in summer. 
 

Perth has the attraction of being in the 
same time zone and is a one-flight  
non-stop journey from most eastern 
Asian destinations. It offers a rich cultural 
experience that includes theatre, movies, 
galleries, cafes and shopping. It also has a 
relatively low crime rate compared to other 
major cities, making it a safe and secure 
city. Traffic density is much lighter than 
most cities, which makes for easier driving 
and access. 
 
Our school, PLC PERTH (a not-for–profit 
independent girls’ school), is conveniently 
located in the desirable and well-established 
residential area of Peppermint Grove,  
close to both the river and the sea and  
only 20 minutes by car or train from the  
city of Perth. 
 

The State’s five universities are at the 
forefront of science and technology.  
They are involved in cutting edge  
research projects with leading institutions  
in Australia and around the globe.  
Over 25,000 international students make  
Perth their home each year.  
 
Further information about Perth,  
Western Australia can be found at  
www.studyperth.org.au. 
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Overview of PLC PERTH

PLC has been offering outstanding 
educational opportunities for girls from 
Year 1 to Year 12 since 1915. 

It is committed to educational excellence 
giving girls confidence to lead purposeful 
lives and make an active contribution 
towards the common good.

IMAGINE a school that encourages all 
students to work towards a balance in 
their academic and recreational activities 
and to foster a sense of well-being in their 
physical and mental health. 

Our local and international teaching staff 
are committed to complementing the 
academic programme with personal care 
and support for the girls’ cultural, physical, 
social and character well-being. 

The School has a reputation for academic 
excellence with the majority of students 
gaining entrance into universities across 
Australia and overseas. PLC is consistently 
placed in the top ten performing schools 
for Year 12 results in Western Australia. 

The school year in Australia runs from 
January to December but PLC is 
experienced in supporting mid-year entry 
(July/August) for international students. 

The Academic Year at PLC runs from  
October (Term 4) to September (Term 3)  
from Years 8 to 12. 

English as a second language is offered 
as a subject for eligible international 
students. All non-English speaking 
students are AEAS assessed prior to 
acceptance (see Enrolment Information). 
PLC can also assist with additional English 
tuition to enable students to achieve the 
necessary level of competence for study  
at the School. 

PLC is a proven leader in ensuring 
students are confident in the application 
and knowledge of technology since 
embracing in 1992 the use of laptop 
computers in the classroom for students 
from Years 5 through to 12. 
A range of social activities ensures that 
all students have an all-round experience 
through international student diversity 
clubs and a variety of sports, music and 
other cultural events as well as leisure and 
fun activities beyond the School. 

IMAGINE a school environment that 
encourages exceptional minds. 

PLC is an accredited International 
Baccalaureate school for the Primary 
Years Programme (Years 1 to 5), Middle 
Years Programme (Years 6 to 10). and 
Diploma Course for Year 11 and 12 as an 
option alongside the Western Australian 
Certificate of Education. 

IMAGINE… a school where your child’s education is exceptional, 
vibrant, innovative and challenging in a highly motivated and 
professional environment, in one of the safest cities in the world.

IMAGINE placing your child in a safe  
and happy environment. 

Understanding the issues facing 
international students makes PLC unique, 
providing excellent on-campus boarding 
accommodation as well as first class 
school facilities. 

PLC’s Boarding House provides a warm, 
welcoming and responsible environment 
for 120 girls between Years 7 and 12.  
The majority of boarding students are from 
rural and regional Western Australia as 
well as approximately 20 students from a 
diverse range of Asian countries.  
Caring and supportive professionals, 
who are committed to providing a safe 
and secure home-away-from home 
environment for your daughter, reside with 
the students in the Boarding House. 
This friendly supportive environment also 
extends to the PLC campus. It forms 
the foundation for mutually respectful 
relationships between teachers and 
students who are taught in class sizes of 
up to 24 students with ample opportunity 
for international students to study and 
interact with their Australian counterparts.
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A Record of Success

These lists recognise the strength of 
achievement of schools in a particular 
subject (at least 10 students must be 
enrolled). They are compiled from the 
percentage of students at each school 
who achieved a scaled mark of 75 or more 
(in WACE Examination).

In the IB Diploma:
•	 100% awarded Diploma.
•	 78% achieved at or above the world 

average.
•	 One student in the top 8% of Diploma 

studies worldwide. 

Destinations of Students
Each year, approximately 94% of Year 12
PLC students apply for university entrance.
Of these, 97% are offered places in 
universities in Western Australia, Australia 
and in the UK and USA. 

The courses they are accepted into include: 
•	 Engineering 
•	 Medicine 
•	 Law/Commerce 
•	 Dentistry 
•	 Pharmacy 

Graduation
In 2014, 98% of Year 12 PLC students 
achieved secondary graduation through 
the Western Australian Certificate of 
Education (WACE) and IB Diploma. In the 
WACE Examination:
•	 5% achieved an Australian Tertiary 

Admission Rank (ATAR) of 99.00 or 
above which means they were in the top 
1% of candidates in Western Australia. 

•	 27% had an ATAR above 95.00 -  
the top 5% in Western Australia. 

•	 68% had an ATAR above 80.00 -  
the top 10% Western Australia. 

•	 89.3% were eligible for entry into UWA.
•	 Our median for the cohort of 81 students 

was 90.95.

Top Performing Schools in the State 
In 2014 PLC was listed amongst the 
schools with top students in 12 WACE 
courses of study:  
•	 Applied Information Technology
•	 Chemistry
•	 Economics
•	 English
•	 English Literature
•	 Food Science and Technology
•	 French
•	 Mathematics 3AB
•	 Mathematics 3CD
•	 Mathematics 2CD
•	 Physics
•	 Psychology 

 
 

Each year, the Year 12 students of PLC achieve consistently 
creditable results in the Western Australian Certificate of 
Education (WACE) Examination and IB Diploma.
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5%
achieved an ATAR of 99.00  

or above which means  

they were in the top 1% 

of candidates in the state.

27%
had an ATAR above 95.00 

– the top 5% in the state.

68%
had an ATAR above 80.00 

– the top 10% of the state.
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Boarding House Accommodation

The Boarding House has laundry facilities 
for washing personal items. PLC provides 
a laundry service for school uniforms 
(skirt and blouses). Those making use 
of this service should place items in the 
tubs provided on a Sunday night. Washed 
and ironed uniforms will be returned on 
Monday night. To assist with the smooth 
running of our service, we ask parents to 
clearly label all items. Sheets, towels etc 
are sent out. Dry cleaning arrangements 
can be made.
 
Staff quarters are well placed throughout 
the Boarding House and immediately 
accessible to all students during the night. 
 
The Boarders’ Sitting Room is the central 
hub of the Boarding House and the 
common area for all Year groups. Girls 
gather here, where there are comfortable 
lounges and a piano, for meetings, to talk, 
to play games and watch TV. 
 
The girls can also play pool and table 
tennis in the Boarders’ Sitting Room and 
swim (under supervision) in the School 
swimming pool in their leisure time. This 
quiet, secure Boarding House setting 
is close to both the Swan River and the 
beaches of the Indian Ocean and well 
served by public transport and an excellent 
shopping precinct.
 

Situated at the very heart of the School 
campus, the PLC Boarding House 
provides a welcoming, supportive 
environment for girls (Years 7 – 12).  
With students from rural and regional 
Western Australia, interstate and overseas, 
the life of the School is enriched by this 
interesting, diverse mix of students and 
cultural backgrounds. 
 
Our boarders live in a contemporary, 
homelike environment that is divided into 
five areas within the one building.  
This provides a good balance between 
the private and communal areas and 
gives special emphasis to safety, security 
and pastoral care. All students have their 
own laptops and the Boarding House is 
wireless networked for easy email and 
internet access. 
 
Girls in Years 7 to 11 are accommodated 
in rooms with two, three or four beds with 
Year 12 girls in rooms of one or two beds. 
Each girl has a wardrobe, desk, chest of 
drawers, bed and a safe in her area and 
is encouraged to make the space her own 
with posters and treasures from home. 
Comfortable lounge areas have  
television/DVD facilities and are equipped 
with a kettle, microwave, fridge and 
storage cupboards. The girls are provided 
with snacks for supper and have ready 
access to fruit baskets throughout the day. 

Because the Boarding House is integral 
to the PLC Community, its aims are 
complementary to those of the School 
and to family experience. Boarders are 
provided with a comprehensive range of 
support and guidance services to ease 
life away from home and to enhance the 
educational opportunities. 
  
The Director of Boarding lives with 
her family within the Boarding House 
Community and, together with all Boarding 
House staff, work closely with the School 
Counsellors, Year Co-ordinators, Health 
Centre nurses, Chaplain and teachers to 
support the physical, intellectual, social, 
spiritual and emotional development of the 
girls and to ensure their well being  
and safety. 
 
Staff maintain vital communication with 
parents by telephone, fax, email. Further 
information is conveyed through Boarding 
House newsletters, Principal’s letters and 
the School’s weekly newsletter Links.  
(see www.plc.wa.edu.au). 
 
This supportive environment encourages 
and enables the academic achievement 
of our boarders and the development of 
independence, tolerance and respect for 
others. The girls are encouraged to accept 
boarding as an enriching and positive 
experience and to make a contribution 
to the whole School community through 
the many opportunities for participation. 
In turn these activities further contribute 
to the close bonds created by the shared 
experience of life as a boarder. 
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Student Services

An International Student Officer is 
available for the specific questions 
and concerns of international students. 
Advice on Student Visa obligations, 
Health Insurance and other issues is also 
provided. Social activities with International 
Students from other schools are organised 
as well as opportunities for mixing with 
Australian students. 
 
The Learning Enrichment Centre (LEC) 
aims to promote learning outcomes for 
students with specific learning needs. 
Flexible time table arrangements can be 
made to accommodate students who 
need a differentiated programme.  
Student progress is reviewed and 
strategies implemented to help individual 
learning through such means as modified 
and different teaching methods as well as 
the use of digital materials. This support, 
when needed, is organised by the Heads 
of School who meet regularly with the 
Counsellor and Director of the LEC. 
 
Students are also able to make 
appointments on an individual or small 
group basis with LEC staff, School 
Counsellors or their subject teachers for 
specific help. 

Pastoral Care
A commitment to the welfare of our 
students informs everything we do and is 
supported by a team of dedicated Pastoral 
Care staff. 

The Pastoral Care Team consists of: 
Heads of Schools who have specific 
responsibilities in overseeing pastoral 
care, monitoring academic progress  
and student activities. 

Year Co-ordinators who assist all girls in 
their year and communicate with parents 
about matters pertaining specifically to 
their year. They are the first point of contact 
for any parent queries. 

Students in the Middle and Senior Schools 
meet frequently in small groups with their 
House Tutors. 

These Pastoral Care staff are in turn 
supported by a team of specialists that 
includes the Chaplain, School Counsellors, 
Careers Adviser and Learning Enrichment 
Centre Staff. This structure enables the 
personal development of each student to 
be monitored. 

Much of the community life of the school is 
centred around the House System. Each 
student belongs to one of seven Houses.  
This system fosters a sense of belonging 
and provides a structure for participation in 
arts, cultural and sporting activities. 

Counsellor
PLC has a qualified psychologist who 
can provide counselling and advice on 
personal matters. 

Careers Adviser
All students are invited to make an 
individual appointment with the Careers 
Adviser to discuss their course selection 
and transition from school to tertiary 
studies or work. 

Information and Learning 
Technologies
Information and Learning Technologies at 
PLC provide encompassing capabilities 
to help teachers, students, parents and 
members of the School community 
to deliver a world class connected 
environment. Technology is completely 
integrated into our teaching and learning 
process to support the learning needs of 
students, to help develop their creativity, 
logical and lateral thinking, to assist 
with research and to develop digital and 
information literacy skills. All students have 
their own laptop. 
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Facilities

The Middle School and Science, 
Technology and Arts building has  
been specifically designed as an open, 
flexible learning environment inviting  
of participation and enjoyment with  
ready access to the more conventional 
Senior School classrooms and other 
campus resources. 
 
Other facilities include the Hazel Day 
Drama Centre, the Heather Barr Memorial 
Chapel, an extensive Music Department, 
the Senior School Library Resource 
Centre, the Technology Centre and Help 
Desk, the Cafeteria and the Health Centre. 
 
PLC sporting facilities include the Black 
Watch Rowing Centre, Hugh Baird Indoor 
Sports Centre (including Basketball, 
Volleyball, Badminton Courts), Snowden 
Hockey Oval, a 25 metre (heated) 
Swimming Pool, Tennis and Netball Courts. 
 

The School also has access to Scotch 
College Playing Fields, Scotch College  
50 metre Swimming Pool, McGillvray 
Oval in Mt Claremont and Nash Field in 
Mosman Park. 

Senior School
Reflecting the rapidly changing learning 
landscape, our new Senior School will be 
an open collaborative learning environment 
that deliberately mirrors today’s workplace 
and tertiary institutions. It will encourage 
girls to be more independent, self-directed 
learners – valuable skills that will ensure 
a smooth transition to tertiary study, the 
workforce and life beyond PLC.
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WACE courses offered at PLC Perth
A brief summary of each course and assessment methods are available on the 
School Curriculum and Standards Authority website at www.scsa.wa.edu.au.  
PLC assess in accordance with both the SCSA and IB.

The majority of our students are tertiary 
bound and the school strives to ensure 
each girl meets her academic potential. 
 
Students in Years 11 and 12 will normally 
be aiming for one or more of the following 
goals: 
•	 Entry to university by scoring well in 

the WACE examination to achieve 
a sufficiently high Australian Tertiary 
Admission Rank (ATAR).

•	 Entry to Technical and Further Education 
(TAFE) by demonstrating an interest and 
aptitude for relevant courses. 

•	 Secondary Graduation as defined by the 
Curriculum Council 

•	 Securing full-time employment in an area 
where there is opportunity for further on 
the job training and a career path.

 
Year 11 and 12 Western Australian 
Certificate of Education (WACE)  
is the major certification for local 
students. It is combined with the WACE 
examinations taken in Year 12 to provide 
entrance to Australian universities and is 
also recognised by overseas universities. 
 
The WACE programme provides choice 
from a wide range of courses in all 
disciplines, including creative and 
performing arts. 
 
All students must study English and at 
least four other courses selected from 
List A and List B. Students from countries 
where English is not the language of 
instruction may be eligible to study English 
as an Additional Language/Dialect (EALD) 
as a replacement for English. 

Courses

List A 
(arts/languages/social science) 
Business Management and Enterprise
Career and Enterprise
Children, Family and the Community
Dance
Drama
Economics
English
English as an Additional Language/Dialect
French
Geography
History
Japanese: Second Language
Literature
Media Production and Analysis
Music
Politics and Law
Visual Arts

List B 
(mathematics/science/technology)
Accounting and Finance (at Scotch College)
Applied Information Technology
Biological Sciences
Chemistry
Design – Photography (at Scotch College)
Food Science and Technology
Human Biological Science
Materials Design and Technology – Textiles
Materials Design and Technology – Wood 
(at Scotch College)
Mathematics
Mathematics: Methods
Mathematics: Specialist
Physical Education Studies
Physics
Psychology

International Baccalaureate Diploma
The Diploma is a challenging two-year curriculum which will offer international students  
a qualification that is widely recognised by the world’s leading universities. 
 
Students study six subjects selected from a range of Learning Areas. Normally three 
subjects are studied at a higher level and three remaining subjects are studied at 
standard level. They also write an extended essay, and complete components in Theory 
of Knowledge, and Creativity, Action and Service, which are central to the philosophy of 
the Diploma Programme  
(see www.ibo.org). 

Bridging Programmes
PLC PERTH can assist in organising a bridging programme to improve English language 
skills at Phoenix English Language Academy: www.phoenixacademy.com.au 
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IMAGINE placing your 
child in a safe and happy 
environment.
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Enrolment information

Entry Requirements

Summary of Procedures

1. Make an application to enrol your daughter at PLC and nominate a bona fide guardian who must be at least 25 years of age
and a permanent metropolitan resident of Perth. Alternative guardian service can be arranged through the International Student
Alliance Guardian and Student Care Services, for more information please visit www.studentguardians.com. PLC requires all
international students to reside in the PLC boarding house unless they are living with a blood relative.

2. Have your daughter tested by Australian Education Assessment Services (AEAS) – www.aeas.com.au

3. If the test results and reports are acceptable, and if a vacancy exists, you will receive an offer of a place from PLC. If the test
results indicate ELICOS is required and if a vacancy exists, you will receive a conditional letter of offer based on achievement of
satisfactory results.

4. Accept the offer of a place by paying the amount shown in the offer letter.

5. The School will generate an electronic confirmation of enrolment (eCoE). This information is used by the relevant visa post
as the basis for the granting of a student visa. A copy of this document is emailed to you (the parents and /or guardian) as
evidence that the eCoE has been generated.

6. Commence application for a Student Visa from the Australian Embassy or High Commission. You will be required to present
the paper copy of the eCoE and complete the relevant application forms. The following website has all the information you
require when applying for a student visa www.immi.gov.au/study. See point 6 in Details of Procedure.

7. Pay fees and charges, including Health Insurance and Visa Length Health Cover.

1. Year 7 is the preferred entry level
for new international students but
PLC can accommodate entry up
to Year 10.

2. Academic Achievement: good
average achievement together with
a satisfactory test result from the
Australian Education Assessment
Services (AEAS) is required (see
point 2 in Details of Procedure).

3. English Language Requirements:
a successful AEAS report is a
prerequisite.

Enrolment Process 

If you are interested in sending your daughter to PLC as an international student you will need to follow a number of very important steps. 
Each step is explained in detail below. 
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1. Application of  
Enrolment

An Application for Admission form must be accompanied by the Registration Fee of A$150 and a copy of 
your daughter’s birth certificate, passport and her most recent school report.
 
Parents must nominate on the appropriate form a bona fide guardian, who should be a relative or friend 
permanently resident in Perth and at least 25 years of age. The guardian is responsible for meeting the 
student on her arrival in Perth and providing accommodation until the Boarding House opens on the evening 
before term commences. In the case of emergencies at school, the guardian will be contacted immediately 
or as soon as possible. The Boarding House is closed during Mid-Term and End-of-Term holidays, and if 
a student does not travel home, she will need to be accommodated by the guardian during these holiday 
breaks. Guardians must also accept responsibility for looking after girls at their home in the case of 
infectious illness. 
 
(Alternative guardian service can be arranged through the International Student Alliance Guardian  
and Student Care Services, for more information please visit www.studentguardians.com)

2. Testing All non-English speaking international students seeking a place at PLC must be tested by Australian 
Education Assessment Services (AEAS - www.aeas.com.au). The AEAS test provides an educational 
profile on each student and covers English language ability, non-verbal reasoning ability and mathematics 
reasoning ability. 

It must be stressed that a student’s level of English language ability is a major factor in determining 
whether a place can be offered at PLC. The AEAS Assessment does not depend on students reaching a fixed 
pass mark. AEAS Assessment results are compared with the student’s recent school reports and from this 
PLC determines the minimum requirement for a student to be accepted. In some cases, PLC will recommend 
completion of an English language bridging programme (ELICOS) before acceptance into the School. 

Testing is currently available in over 60 test centres across 17 countries and can be arranged in 
other countries as required. It is the responsibility of parents/students to contact the appropriate 
representative to make arrangements for sitting the test. The cost of this assessment, which is payable 
by the parent or students, is approximately A$320. 

Completed test papers are forwarded by the representatives to Melbourne, Australia, for marking.  
AEAS will forward a completed assessment report to PLC, the parents and the overseas representative.  
Upon receipt of the report, PLC will advise the student through the appropriate representative, of the result 
of their application. 
 
A satisfactory result in the Test does not guarantee a place at PLC. The firm offer of a place depends 
on a vacancy being available at the School and a number of other factors. We give each applicant careful 
consideration but the demand for places is high and, reluctantly, we are forced to disappoint some applicants. 

3. The Offer of a 
Place at PLC

If a student’s results indicate that she is likely to successfully manage the course offered at PLC and,  
if a vacancy exists, parents will receive an offer of a place for their daughter from the Principal. 

4. Accepting an 
Offer

To accept an offer of a place at PLC, parents must remit to the School the acceptance fee, one 
semester’s tuition fee and one semester’s boarding fee as soon as possible (see the current Fee 
Schedule). Once this is received, the student’s place at the School is assured.

5. Confirmation of 
Enrolment Form

When the College receives the fees listed above, a Confirmation of Enrolment form, Guardianship form 
and a letter from the Registrar confirming enrolment will be sent to parents. Without a Confirmation of 
Enrolment form, you will not be able to obtain a Student Visa. 

Details of Procedures
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6. Student Visa This is issued by the Australian High Commission or Embassy in your country. There are a number of conditions 
on your visa you must follow to be allowed to study in Australia. The main conditions are that you must: 
•	 maintain satisfactory attendance; 
•	 achieve satisfactory academic results; 
•	 continue to be enrolled in a registered course; 
•	 not change education provider within the first 6 months of your principal course,  

or before the end of that course if it is for less than 12 months; 
•	 notify your education provider of your address within seven days of arriving in Australia,  

and within seven days of any change in your address; 
•	 notify your original educational provider if you change to a new education provider within seven days of 

obtaining your new certificate of enrolment; and 
•	 maintain OSHC cover. 

Non-compliance
Your visa conditions are set out in the letter of approval you will receive with your visa or on your visa label. 
It is important that you are familiar with these conditions and follow them. Every year, a number of students 
abuse the law by: 
•	 working without approval or working longer hours than permitted by their visa; 
•	 ceasing their studies before the end of their course; 
•	 changing their provider without notice; 
•	 overstaying their visas; or 
•	 using fraudulent documentation. 

If you break these conditions, your visa may be cancelled and you may be required to leave Australia.  
You may also be prevented from returning to Australia for three years after your visa is cancelled. 

If your circumstances change and you want to change your course or provider, or you wish to stay longer, 
you should contact your nearest DIAC (Department of Immigration and Citizenship) office for advice on 
how to make these arrangements. It is also important that you ensure your visa does not expire while you 
are in Australia. If you remain in Australia for more than 28 days after your student visa expires without 
obtaining a new one, you may be prevented from returning for three years. 

If you need help understanding any of these conditions, talk to the PLC Registrar or contact DIAC. 

The main documents required when applying for a student visa are: 
•	 The Letter of Offer from PLC 
•	 Electronic Confirmation of Enrolment (eCoE) issued after required fees are paid to PLC 
•	 Medical examination results 
•	 Proof of acceptable OSHC 
•	 Proof of financial capacity to pay course and living expenses 
•	 For under 18 aged students, proof of acceptable care arrangements. 

7. Fees and 
Charges

The Annual Fee is payable at the beginning of the year. Please refer to the Fee Schedule for this information. 
 
Boarders are expected to remain as boarders for the full year. In the event of unforeseen circumstances 
necessitating withdrawal, notice in writing at least one (1) full semester in advance must be given prior  
to the removal of a student. In default of such notice, one full semester’s fee is payable. 
 
Parents must pay a Health Insurance Fee, currently A$498 per annum, which covers their daughter’s 
medical expenses (not including optical or dental) from the date of arrival. It is a visa requirement for 
international students to obtain overseas student health cover (OSHC). The Health Fund is Medibank 
Private, which is the Australian Government’s Health Insurance Fund. Please note this fee is subject to 
change annually
 
All students are now required to pay for OSHC according to the length of their visa. By paying this amount 
your daughter will be continuously insured for the period of her stay in Australia and you will not be required 
to pay any premium increases during the term of your cover. 

8. Refund policy Please refer to the Fee Schedule for this information
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