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PLC Perth Overview
Presbyterian Ladies’ College (PLC) was founded 
in 1915 and has since sustained an international 
reputation for academic excellence and 
outstanding success in preparing young women to 
lead active, purposeful lives.

Evidence of our Scottish heritage is apparent throughout 
the beautiful Peppermint Grove campus as well as 
in the distinctive Blackwatch tartan uniform and PLC 
Pipe Band. However, perhaps the most significant 
legacy of our Scottish tradition is a belief in educational 
excellence, combined with a whole-of-person 
approach to intellectual, social, emotional and spiritual 
development.

Today, this continues to be the philosophical foundation 
on which a PLC education is based.



 4    PLC Perth International Students Handbook   

Welcome from the Principal
PLC Perth is more than a school. When your daughter joins us, your entire family becomes a member of a 
community rich in history, strong in its commitment to the values of compassion and respect, dedicated 
to intellectual challenge and inquiry and which has a culture of participation, resilience and courage.

These values – integrity, learning, community and effort – forged 105 years ago by our Founders, remain true to PLC 
Perth today as we educate girls to be global citizens and empower them to lead a principled life.

PLC Perth is the only girls’ school in Western Australia to offer three pathways to tertiary education – the world-
recognised International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma programme, the WA Certificate of Education (WACE) pathway 
and the vocational education pathway.

In our Junior School, our IB Primary Years Programme (PYP) is a curriculum and pedagogy that focuses on 
developing the whole child – academically and social-emotionally.

Our world-class wellbeing centre, the PLC Lighthouse, delivers the health and wellbeing curriculum in a state-of-the-
art facility where the focus is on feeling good, functioning well and doing good for others. With its gymnasium, circuit 
and movement rooms and wellbeing spaces, students are encouraged to use these spaces before and after school, 
during study and lunch breaks.

It is my privilege to invite interested families to tour our campus, which sits between the beautiful Cottesloe Beach 
and the shores of the Swan River and see for yourself the PLC difference.

Cate Begbie 
PLC Perth Principal 
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About PLC Perth
At PLC, we develop Inspiring Women. We do this 
by focussing on our four key pillars; these form the 
foundation of the unique programmes designed 
to suit the differing needs of girls as they journey 
through our school.

• We personalise the learning for each girl, as we 
understand each of us needs different conditions 
to reach our potential. We help our girls find their 
strengths and passions, be they academic, sporting 
or cultural and support them with our individualised 
pastoral care and wellbeing programmes.

• As an organisation we are leaders; we also 
teach our girls how to be leaders by developing 
themselves and their leadership potential.

• Being successful requires courage and we promote 
this through our ‘have a go attitude’, which is central 
to life at PLC.

• Our community provides our girls with a place of 
belonging, where each girl is valued for her unique 
contribution. Our PLC family supports each other but 
also teaches the importance of ‘being of service’ to 
humanity at a local, national and international level.

At PLC, every girl is given the opportunity to:

• develop an appreciation of intellectual challenge 
and a love of lifelong learning;

• gain the confidence to question, challenge and be 
creative;

• give and receive warmth and human 
understanding;

• belong to a community in which to experience the 
beauty and joy of life itself.

PLC students are encouraged to become critical and 
compassionate thinkers, to assume responsibility for 
their own learning and to be informed and engaged 
participants in local and global issues.Underlying these 
precepts is the conviction that women can, and should, 
make a difference in the world.

PLC consistently enjoys outstanding academic results 
which reflect the hard work of our girls and the 
committed staff who support them each day.

Excellence underpins everything we do and our 
outstanding reputation for academia flows from 
high-end results that students achieve in WACE and IB 
Diploma each year.

PLC girls have the confidence and conviction that 
women can, and should, make a difference in the world.

PLC Students Excel
PLC is an open-entry school, yet our exceptional 
programmes, staff and learning environment 
ensure students consistently achieve outstanding 
academic results, well above both state and 
national averages.

2012 marked an important stage in the history of the 
School, with the first cohort of IB Diploma students 
graduating with outstanding results on the world stage, 
ranking well beyond the global mean.

Our WACE students also excel. We consistently achieve 
high results with over 50% of PLC students performing in 
the top 10% of the State. We believe our students achieve 
these results through the first-class standard of teaching 
as well as an environment that lends itself to knowledge.

We take great satisfaction in sending our Year 12 
graduates into the world equipped with an appreciation 
of intellectual challenge and a love of lifelong learning. 
They develop the confidence to question, challenge 
and be creative. They become critical, compassionate 
thinkers and assume responsibility for their own learning 
while becoming informed and engaged participants in 
local and global issues.

While tables do not dictate the culture of a school, the 
consequence of happy, connected students certainly 
leads to better academic outcomes for all students 
regardless of their chosen pathway.

Browse through the 2019 results overview booklet here. 

https://issuu.com/presbyterianladiescollege/docs/pl200101_2019_results_booklet_0801_v5_2_?fr=sMjFkMjQ5Mzk4
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Location and Facilities
We are blessed with the location of PLC. The Boarding House is located in the heart of the School and 
the girls are surrounded by all that PLC has to offer.

The banks of the Swan River are a five-minute walk away, where the girls can easily access the PLC Rowing 
programme, relax on the grassy banks of the river or try their hand at using the Boarding House Stand Up Paddle 
Boards.

A leafy and safe suburb, the PLC Boarding House is situated close to train and bus routes, allowing the older girls to 
venture into Perth and Fremantle. The Grove Shopping Centre is a short walk away and this is where the girls can 
stroll after school for refreshments and a spot of shopping.

Our location gives the girls the opportunity to access all that Perth has to offer. The iconic Cottesloe Beach (pictured 
above) is a 20-minute walk from the Boarding House and can be enjoyed by the older students. 

For our younger boarders we run regular transport to and from the beach, providing supervision so girls can enjoy 
all that is on our doorstep. A trip to Fremantle to visit the Arts Centre or the markets, an outing to enjoy the opening 
of the International Arts Festival in Kings Park, partaking in outdoor cinema experience in Mosman Park, cheering on 
the Wildcats at HBF stadium, visiting Elizabeth Quay… it is all possible. 

All these activities will serve to enrich and enhance your daughter’s experience while she is in Perth.
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PLC Lighthouse
PLC Perth is the first Western Australian school 
to deliver a dedicated health and wellbeing 
programme in a purpose-built facility – the  
PLC Lighthouse.

At PLC we offer programmes that aim to:

• Prevent mental illness

• Promote mental health

• Support student learning

Research shows that school-based social and emotional 
learning is associated with improved social and 
emotional skills, behaviour and academic achievement 
(Durlak, Weissberg, Dymnicki, Taylor, & Schellinger, 2011).

A recent study of 287 Australian schools found that the 
highest academic scores occurred when mental health 
promotion was included in a school’s priorities (Allen, 
Kern, Vella-Brodrick, & Waters, 2017). 

Visit the PLC Lighthouse website.

https://www.plc.wa.edu.au/wellbeing-service/plc-lighthouse/about-plc-lighthouse/
https://www.plc.wa.edu.au/wellbeing-service/plc-lighthouse/
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Contacts

Main Reception +61 8 9424 6444 
 reception@plc.wa.edu.au

Admissions +61 8 9424 6555 
 registrar@plc.wa.edu.au

Junior School +61 8 9424 6428

Senior School View Street +61 8 9424 6579

Senior School McNeil Street +61 8 9424 6494

Boarding House +61 8 9424 6423 
 boarding@plc.wa.edu.au

Music Department +61 8 9424 6512 
 music@plc.wa.edu.au

Tech Centre +61 8 9424 6469 
 techcentre@plc.wa.edu.au

Uniform Shop +61 8 9460 6243 
 uniformshop@plc.wa.edu.au

Health Centre +61 8  9424 6432 
 healthcentre@plc.wa.edu.au

PLC Lighthouse +61 8 9460 6333

Helpful Links
PLC Perth Website

Junior School Handbook

Senior School Handbook

Boarding House Handbook

Uniform Shop Handbook

Music Handbook

Parent Quick Links

PLC Courses

mailto:reception@plc.wa.edu.au
mailto:registrar@plc.wa.edu.au
mailto:boarding@plc.wa.edu.au
mailto:music@plc.wa.edu.au
mailto:techcentre@plc.wa.edu.au
mailto:uniformshop@plc.wa.edu.au
mailto:healthcentre@plc.wa.edu.au
http://www.plc.wa.edu.au
https://issuu.com/presbyterianladiescollege/docs/js_handbook_single_pages?e=30236579/57479274
https://issuu.com/presbyterianladiescollege/docs/ss_handbook?e=30236579/57479951
https://issuu.com/presbyterianladiescollege/docs/bh_handbook_2018_single_pages_no_cu?e=30236579/57441000
https://issuu.com/presbyterianladiescollege/docs/uniform_policy_hanbook?e=30236579/65577498
https://issuu.com/presbyterianladiescollege/docs/music_handbook_no_cuts?e=30236579/57514792
https://issuu.com/presbyterianladiescollege/docs/pl180142_parent_quick_links_web?e=30236579/57717899
https://home.plc.wa.edu.au/courses/
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General Information  
for International Students  
about Western Australia

Western Australia is the authentic Australian 
destination. The State is famous for its many 
days of sunshine, clear blue skies, brilliant white 
beaches and welcoming, friendly people.

Perth, the capital city of Western Australia, is nestled on 
the banks of the majestic Swan River and overlooked by 
the natural bush land of Kings Park. With a population 
of over 2 million people, Perth is a modern, vibrant 
and cosmopolitan city - making it an ideal place to 
study. The city enjoys a Mediterranean climate with 
perfect blue skies and a pollution-free environment. 
Temperatures average around 8-19 degrees in winter 
and 18-30 degrees in summer. Perth has the attraction 
of being in the same time zone and is a one-flight non-
stop journey from most eastern Asian destinations. It 
offers a rich cultural experience that includes theatre, 
movies, galleries, cafes and shopping. It also has a 
relatively low crime rate compared to other major cities, 
making it a safe and secure city. Traffic density is much 
lighter than most cities, which makes for easier driving 
and access.

Our school is conveniently located in the desirable and 
well-established residential area of Peppermint Grove, 
close to both the river and the sea and only 20 minutes 
by car or train from the city of Perth.

The State’s five universities are at the forefront of science 
and technology. They are involved in cutting edge 
research projects with leading institutions in Australia 
and around the globe. Over 25,000 international 
students make Perth their home each year.

Further information about Perth, Western Australia can 
be found at www.studyperth.org.au.

http://www.studyperth.org.au
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International Students  
at PLC

Each year, PLC welcomes girls from countries 
all over the world, including China, Singapore, 
Indonesia, Hong Kong, USA and The U.K.

International students live in the PLC Boarding House 
with boarders from across Western Australia. The Head 
of Boarding, her staff, and the School’s Pastoral Care 
staff care for your daughter whilst she is at school.

The Australian Government wants overseas students in 
Australia to have a safe, enjoyable and rewarding place 
to study. Australia’s laws promote quality education 
and consumer protection for overseas students. These 
laws are known as the Education Services for Overseas 
Students (ESOS) framework, and can be viewed here.

English and English Language Intensive Courses

If English is not your daughter’s first language, we will 
ask her to take a test with the Australian Education 
Assessment Services. We may also request that she 
complete an intensive English Language course before 
commencing at PLC Perth.

If the student is required to complete an intensive 
English course (ELICOS – English Language Intensive 
Course for Overseas Students) prior to entry to PLC, the 
school refers students to Phoenix Academy. For further 
information, please email  
info@phoenixacademy.com.au

Please note the following:

• If the student has not reached the required level of 
English, PLC will request that the student extend their 
ELICOS course.

• PLC may not progress an enrolment application if it 
deems that a prospective student does not have, or 
cannot meet, the required level of English language 
proficiency.

• After commencement, if the student requires 
additional ELICOS to support her learning at PLC, 
parents will be required to cover the supplementary 
cost of an external tutor.

Course Credits
PLC is an internationally-minded school and provides 
two globally recognised curricula:

1. International Baccalaureate (PLC is the only  
all-girls’ school in WA to offer this model)

2. Western Australian Certificate of Education

Click here to find out more about the wide range of 
subjects offered at PLC Perth.

Entry into any course is subject to the assessment of the 
School. Course credit may only be offered as outlined 
below:

• For students transferring from interstate up to Year 
10, the School does not offer course credit and entry 
into any course is subject to the assessment of the 
School.

• For students transferring from overseas and 
interstate in Year 11 and the beginning of Year 12, 
the student may receive course credit for units 
completed based on the assessment of the state or 
territory curriculum assessment authority (or other 
relevant authority or the School). It is important that 
students intending to enter Year 11 in Term 2, are 
able to provide (to the Deputy Principal) syllabus 
documents from their previous school, as these 
will be used by SCSA to gain accreditation points 
towards their WACE. If a Course Credit is granted, 
the student will be notified in writing, and a new 
Confirmation of Enrolment (CoE) will be issued if the 
course duration is reduced.

Support for  
International Students
We want our international students to feel at home when 
they are far from home.

A dedicated team of support staff ensures our 
international students are well looked after and that they 
feel valued at PLC. 

https://www.plc.wa.edu.au/boarding/
https://www.plc.wa.edu.au/boarding/staff-guiding-the-way/
https://www.plc.wa.edu.au/wellbeing-service/pastoral-care/
https://internationaleducation.gov.au/regulatory-information/pages/regulatoryinformation.aspx
http://
http://
mailto:info%40phoenixacademy.com.au?subject=
https://www.plc.wa.edu.au/personalised-learning/international-baccalaureate/
https://www.plc.wa.edu.au/personalised-learning/senior-school/distinguish-me-yr-11-12/
https://home.plc.wa.edu.au/courses/
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Pastoral and  
Academic Care
A commitment to the welfare of our students informs 
everything we do and is supported by a team of 
dedicated Pastoral Care staff.

The Pastoral Care Team consists of:

• Heads of Schools, who have specific responsibilities 
in overseeing pastoral care, monitoring academic 
progress and student activities.

• Pastoral and Academic Care Year Co-ordinators will 
assist all girls in their Year group and communicate 
with parents about matters pertaining specifically to 
their year. They are the first point of contact for any 
parent queries.

Students in the Senior School meet frequently in small 
groups with their House Tutors.

These Pastoral Care staff are, in turn, supported by a 
team of specialists that includes the Chaplain, School 
Psychologists, Careers Adviser and Learning Enrichment 
Centre Staff. This structure enables the personal 
development of each student to be monitored.

Much of the community life of the School is centred 
around the House System. Each student belongs to 
one of seven Houses. This system fosters a sense of 
belonging and provides a structure for participation in 
the Arts, cultural and sporting activities.

The Learning Enrichment Centre (LEC) aims to promote 
learning outcomes for students with specific learning 
needs. Flexible timetable arrangements can be made 
to accommodate students who need a differentiated 
programme.

Student progress is reviewed and strategies 
implemented to assist individual learning through such 
means as modified and different teaching methods as 
well as the use of digital materials. This support, when 
needed, is organised by the Heads of School who meet 
regularly with the Director of the LEC.

Students are also able to make appointments on an 
individual or small group basis with LEC staff or their 
subject teachers for specific help.

PLC has qualified psychologists who can provide 
counselling and advice on personal matters.

All students are invited to make an individual 
appointment with the Head of Careers and Pathways to 
discuss their course selection and transition from school 
to tertiary studies or work.

Orientation
To ensure new families are familiar with PLC prior 
to commencing, an Orientation Day is held for 
new students entering the School and occurs in the 
preceding year. As many of our international students 
commence throughout the year or are unable to attend 
Orientation Day, the Admissions team will arrange a 
mini-orientation prior to commencement where students 
will be introduced to their Pastoral and Academic Care 
Co-ordinator and provided with their laptop and any 
associated training. It is important for at least one parent 
or the local Guardian to attend on this day, which usually 
occurs immediately prior to commencement.

Fees and Charges
The Annual Fee is payable at the beginning of the year. 
Please refer to the Fee Schedule for this information.

Boarders are expected to remain as boarders for the 
full year. In the event of unforeseen circumstances 
necessitating withdrawal, notice in writing at least one 
(1) full semester in advance must be given prior to the 
removal of a student. In default of such notice, one full 
semester’s fee is payable.

PLC is able to purchase Health Insurance on behalf of 
their students. The charge of approximately A$516 per 
annum, which covers their daughter’s medical expenses 
(not including optical or dental) from the date of arrival, 
will be included on the student’s first invoice. It is a visa 
requirement for international students to obtain overseas 
student health cover (OSHC). The Health Fund that 
PLC uses is Medibank Private, which is the Australian 
Government’s Health Insurance Fund. 

All students are required to pre-purchase OSHC 
according to the length of their visa. By paying this 
amount your daughter will be continuously insured for 
the period of her stay in Australia and you will not be 
required to pay any premium increases during the term 
of your cover.

https://www.plc.wa.edu.au/assets/2019/12/Fees-Schedule-International-Students-2020.pdf
https://www.medibank.com.au
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School Chaplain  

and the Uniting Church

PLC has a full-time Chaplain serving as a steady source 
of support and guidance for our students and wider 
community. The School operates under the auspices 
of the Uniting Church in Australia and attendance at 
Chapel Service once per fortnight is mandatory for all 
students.

This regular contact with the Chaplain ensures that 
our students come to know him and feel comfortable 
seeking support when needed. The Uniting Church is 
founded on Christian values; however, PLC welcomes 
students from all religions and enrols students from a 
variety of faith backgrounds, including Hindu, Buddhist, 
Muslim and Jewish.

Health Centre  
for Medical Support

The School nurses and Boarding House staff work 
together to ensure the health and wellbeing of your 
daughter during term time. Further information can be 
found in our Boarding House handbook.  
The Health Centre can be contacted at  
healthcentre@plc.wa.edu.au.

What to do in the event  
of an Emergency
Dependent on the nature or urgency of the emergency, 
the following steps are available to the student and 
parent:

• Telephone Boarding House Reception 9424 6423, or 
PLC Reception 9424 6444.

• Telephone your Boarding Year Co-ordinator (mobile 
number provided prior to commencement)

• Telephone the Head of Boarding (mobile number 
provided prior to commencement)

If the emergency is life-threatening or time-critical, 
within Australia you telephone 000 (Triple Zero). An 
operator will answer your call and ask whether you need 
police, fire and rescue, or ambulance.

Other Important  
Information
To ensure your daughter’s transition to PLC student life is 
as smooth as possible, it is important that we receive as 
much relevant information as possible. 

You will need to finalise your daughter’s travel 
arrangements. If she returns to her home country during 
holiday and school term breaks, you will need to make 
bookings well in advance. To meet your daughter’s 
student visa requirements, it is important that she leaves 
school at the end of term and returns before the new 
term begins. Permission for students to arrive after 
the term starts or leave before the term ends will only 
be given by the Head of Senior School in exceptional 
circumstances, and written notification must be received 
at least three weeks in advance. The Head of Senior 
School’s decision in such circumstances is final.

The possession, distribution or use of any form of illegal 
substance under Australian law or any type of offensive 
weapon or behaviour illegal under Australian law will 
lead to the immediate dismissal of the student from PLC.

Overseas students are expected to participate fully 
in the academic, sporting and social life of PLC. Our 
international students are encouraged to speak English 
whenever possible and to observe Australian customs 
of social courtesy and behaviour, including adhering to 
PLC's Responsible Behaviour (Students) Policy. In return, 
Australian students are expected to respect the different 
cultural backgrounds and experiences of their overseas 
peers.

https://issuu.com/presbyterianladiescollege/docs/bh_handbook_2018_single_pages_no_cu?e=30236579/57441000
mailto:healthcentre@plc.wa.edu.au
https://www.plc.wa.edu.au/the-school/policies-procedures/responsible-behavior-policy-students/
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Application and  
Enrolment Process
Enquiry
Contact the Admissions Team to check availability of a 
place. Access our International Fee Schedule.

Testing
Sit the AEAS Test and include results with your 
application.

Application
Make an application to enrol your daughter by 
completing online, via the School website:

• Completed application form and  
application fee ($150)

• AEAS Test Results

• A copy of your daughter’s birth certificate

• A copy of passport page with name, photo 
identification, passport number and expiry date

• A copy of recent school reports

• Completed Guardianship Form

AEAS Testing
All non-English speaking international students seeking 
a place at PLC must be tested by Australian Education 
Assessment Services (AEAS - www.aeas.com.au). The 
AEAS test provides an educational profile on each 
student and covers English language ability, non-verbal 
reasoning ability and mathematics reasoning ability.

It must be stressed that a student’s level of English 
language ability is a major factor in determining 
whether a place can be offered at PLC. The AEAS 
Assessment does not depend on students reaching a 
fixed pass mark. AEAS Assessment results are compared 
with the student’s recent school reports and from this 
PLC determines the minimum requirement for a student 
to be accepted. In some cases, PLC will recommend 
completion of an English language bridging programme 
(ELICOS) before acceptance into the School.

A satisfactory result in the Test does not guarantee a 
place at PLC. The firm offer of a place depends upon 
a vacancy being available at the School and in the 
Boarding House and a number of other factors. We give 
each applicant careful consideration but the demand 
for places is high and, reluctantly, when there is not an 
available place, this can lead to disappointment for 
some applicants.

Guardian
At time of application, nominate a bona fide guardian 
who must be at least 25 years of age and a permanent 
metropolitan resident of Perth. Alternative guardian 
service can be arranged through the International 
Student Alliance Guardian and Student Care Services. 

For more information, please visit  
www.studentguardians.com. PLC requires all 
international students to reside in the PLC Boarding 
House unless they are living with a blood relative. Should 
you need assistance in identifying a local Guardian, 
please contact the Admissions Team.

Meeting
The Admissions staff will set up a mutually convenient 
time to meet with either the Head of Junior School or 
Head of Senior School either in person or online (if not 
currently in Western Australia), as well as a member of 
the Learning Enrichment Centre team.

The student’s level of entry (and course selection in 
Senior School) will be determined in close consultation 
between the Head of School and the Learning 
Enrichment Co-ordinator of the relevant sub-school. The 
student’s age, AEAS Testing and academic reports will 
also form part of the decision process.

Offer of a Place
The School will issue a formal letter of offer once once 
all enrolment criteria have been met including meeting 
with relevant staff, submission of documentation and 
test results. If an ELICOS course is required prior to entry, 
the offer will be conditional upon the student reaching 
the required level. The offer of a place will include the 
Written Agreement and PLC Conditions of Entry and 
Continuing Enrolment.

CoE (Confirmation of Enrolment)  
& CAAW (Welfare Letter)

PLC will issue an electronic Confirmation of Enrolment 
(eCoE) and Student Welfare Letter (CAAW) upon receipt 
of the following:

• Signed Written Agreement between PLC and the 
family

• Payment of the amount quoted in Offer – which 
includes PLC’s Acceptance Fee and advance 
payment of tuition fees of one semester. Please 
refer to our current Fee Schedule for International 
Students. If the enrolment does not proceed, a 
refund be made (as per the School’s Refund Policy).

mailto:registrar%40plc.wa.edu.au?subject=
https://www.plc.wa.edu.au/assets/2019/12/Fees-Schedule-International-Students-2020.pdf
https://aeas.com.au/home/welcome/
http://www.plc.wa.edu.au
https://aeas.com.au/home/welcome/
http://www.aeas.com.au
http://www.studentguardians.com
mailto:registrar%40plc.wa.edu.au?subject=
https://www.plc.wa.edu.au/assets/2019/12/Fees-Schedule-International-Students-2020.pdf
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Applying for a Student Visa
Families are required to submit a student visa 
application to the Department of Home Affairs. Details 
of the application process are available at your nearest 
Australian Embassy or High Commission. They are also 
available on the Department of Home Affairs website. 

PLC staff are not qualified to assist with the visa process, 
or influence, or guarantee the outcome of an individual 
application. PLC cannot guarantee the outcome of a visa 
application. If the visa application is refused, the School’s 
Refund Policy will apply. Undertaking a course at PLC is 
strictly for Primary or Secondary Education studies – and 
the courses in no way provide a pathway to Australian 
residency.

There are conditions on your visa you must follow to be 
allowed to study in Australia. The main conditions are 
that you must:

• maintain satisfactory attendance;

• achieve satisfactory academic results;

• continue to be enrolled in a registered course;

• not change education provider within the first 6 
months of your principal course, or before the end of 
that course if it is for less than 12 months;

• notify your education provider of your address within 
seven days of arriving in Australia, and within seven 
days of any change in your address;

• notify your original educational provider if you 
change to a new education provider within seven 
days of obtaining your new certificate of enrolment; 
and

• maintain OSHC cover.

Non-compliance
Your visa conditions are set out in the letter of approval 
you will receive with your visa or on your visa label. It is 
important that you are familiar with these conditions and 
follow them. Students will be breaking the law if they are 
found to be:

• working without approval or working longer hours 
than permitted by their visa;

• ceasing their studies before the end of their course;

• changing their provider without notice;

• overstaying their visas; or

• using fraudulent documentation.

If you break these conditions, your visa may be cancelled 
and you may be required to leave Australia. You may 

also be prevented from returning to Australia for three 
years after your visa is cancelled.

If your circumstances change and you want to change 
your course or provider, or you wish to stay longer, 
you should contact your nearest DIAC (Department of 
Immigration and Citizenship) office for advice on how 
to make these arrangements. It is also important that 
you ensure your visa does not expire while you are in 
Australia. If you remain in Australia for more than 28 
days after your student visa expires without obtaining a 
new one, you may be prevented from returning for three 
years.

If you need help understanding any of these conditions, 
talk to the PLC Registrar or contact DIAC. The main 
documents required when applying for a student visa 
are:

• The letter of Offer from PLC

• Electronic Confirmation of Enrolment (eCoE), issued 
after required fees are paid to PLC

• Medical examination results

Proof of acceptable OSHC (PLC can purchase OSHC 
on a student’s behalf through Medibank Private – the 
charge will appear on your first invoice) 

Proof of financial capacity to pay course and living 
expenses

• For under 18 aged students, proof of acceptable 
care arrangements (the PLC issued CAAW – if living 
in the PLC Boarding House).

https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/getting-a-visa/visa-listing/student-500
https://www.medibank.com.au/overseas-health-insurance/oshc/
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Situated at the very heart of the School campus, 
the PLC Boarding House provides a welcoming, 
supportive environment for girls (Years 7 – 12). 
With students from rural and regional Western 
Australia, interstate and overseas, the life of the 
School is enriched by this interesting, diverse mix 
of students and cultural backgrounds.

Our boarders live in a contemporary, homelike 
environment that is divided into five areas within the 
one building. This provides a good balance between 
the private and communal areas and gives special 
emphasis to safety, security and pastoral care. All 
students have their own laptops and the Boarding 
House is wireless networked for easy email and internet 
access.

Girls in Years 7 to 11 are accommodated in rooms with 
two, three or four beds with Year 12 girls in rooms of one 
or two beds. Each girl has a wardrobe, desk, chest of 
drawers, bed and a safe in her area and is encouraged 

to make the space her own with posters and treasures 
from home.

Comfortable lounge areas have television/DVD facilities 
and are equipped with a kettle, microwave, fridge and 
storage cupboards. The girls are provided with snacks 
for supper and have ready access to fruit baskets 
throughout the day.

The Boarding House has laundry facilities for washing 
personal items. PLC provides a laundry service for 
school uniforms (skirt and blouses). Those making use 
of this service should place items in the tubs provided 
on a Sunday night. Washed and ironed uniforms will 
be returned on Monday night. To assist with the smooth 
running of our service, we ask parents to clearly label 
all items. Sheets, towels etc are sent out. Dry cleaning 
arrangements can be made.

Staff quarters are well placed throughout the Boarding 
House and immediately accessible to all students during 
the night.

Boarding House Accommodation
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The Boarders’ Sitting Room is the central hub of the 
Boarding House and the common area for all Year 
groups. Girls gather here, where there are comfortable 
lounges and a piano, for meetings, to talk, to play 
games and watch TV.

The girls can also play pool and table tennis in the 
Boarders’ Sitting Room and swim (under supervision) in 
the School swimming pool in their leisure time. This quiet, 
secure Boarding House setting is close to both the Swan 
River and the beaches of the Indian Ocean and well 
served by public transport and an excellent shopping 
precinct.

Because the Boarding House is integral to the PLC 
Community, its aims are complementary to those of the 
School and to family experience. Boarders are provided 
with a comprehensive range of support and guidance 
services to ease life away from home and to enhance 
the educational opportunities.

The Director of Boarding lives with her family within 
the Boarding House Community and, together with all 
Boarding House staff, works closely with the School 
Psychologists, Year Co-ordinators, Health Centre 
nurses, Chaplain and teachers to support the physical, 
intellectual, social, spiritual and emotional development 
of the girls and to ensure their wellbeing and safety.

Staff maintain vital communication with parents by 
telephone and email. Further information is conveyed 
through Boarding House newsletters, Principal’s letters 
and the School’s weekly newsletter Links. Parents of 
International students will receive a log-in to access 
the School’s portal, SEQTA, a communication platform 
for staff, students and parents. On this site, you will 

have access to your daughter’s timetable, reports, 
upcoming assessments (Senior School) and the ability to 
communicate directly with your daughter’s teachers. We 
have a number of staff members who speak languages 
including Mandarin, Cantonese, Hindi, Malay, French, 
Japanese, Spanish, Italian and Urdu to name a few!

This supportive environment encourages and enables 
the academic achievement of our boarders and the 
development of independence, tolerance and respect 
for others. The girls are encouraged to accept boarding 
as an enriching and positive experience and to make 
a contribution to the whole School community through 
the many opportunities for participation. In turn these 
activities further contribute to the close bonds created by 
the shared experience of life as a boarder.

The Boarding House closes during mid-term breaks and 
school holidays, therefore your daughter will need to 
stay with her local Guardian at these times, if she is not 
returning home. The local Guardian must be appointed 
for the duration of the student’s course and details must 
be confirmed at the beginning of each academic year, 
or at any time the local Guardian becomes unavailable.

Boarding at PLC is an incredibly special experience 
where our girls learn and grow, in a safe and supportive 
environment they can call home. Girls from across 
Australia, and the world, build the culturally diverse PLC 
boarding community where girls learn about themselves 
and each other, creating life-long friendships. We can’t 
wait to meet you!

https://www.plc.wa.edu.au/links-newsletters/
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School
Term Dates, mid-term breaks  
and school holidays
A Term Date schedule for the academic year will be 
provided prior to commencement – updates and future 
dates will be available on the PLC website. 

Attendance
One of the student visa conditions is to ‘maintain 
satisfactory attendance’. International students are 
expected to adhere to the PLC Attendance at School 
Policy. 

Courses
PLC offers the following courses:

018990J Primary School Studies  
 (Pre-Primary to Year 6)

097045G Secondary Education 
 (Years 7 – 10)

097046F Senior Secondary Certificate of Education   
 (Years 11 – 12)

089590D International Baccalaureate Diploma   
 Programme (Years 11 – 12)

As a provider of education and training services to 
overseas students, the School is required to comply with 
the National Code of Practice for Providers of Education 
and Training to Overseas Students 2018 and Education 
Services for Overseas Students Act 2000 (ESOS Act). 
Presbyterian Ladies’ College (PLC) Perth is registered 
with the Commonwealth Government, CRICOS listing 
00447B.

Presbyterian Ladies’ College (PLC) is registered by the 
Government of Western Australia as a School for Pre-
Kindergarten to Year 12 Students under the Department 
of Education (WA) – School Code 1147. In order to remain 
registered, and specifically in relation to child welfare 
and protection, PLC is required to prove continuous 
compliance with all State and Commonwealth 
legislation and other regulatory requirements.

Curriculum
A PLC education is infinite; it’s an attitude and approach 
your daughter will take with her for the rest of her life. 
Our aim is to ignite her curiosity where she will discover 
her unique passions and strengths across a broad 
curriculum. At PLC we care for each girl and offer 
her opportunities to develop the abilities, skills and 
confidence that empowers her to become an inspiring 

young woman. Our courses website is an excellent place 
to discover the amazing subjects on offer.

Our relationship with our brother school, Scotch College, 
allows our students in Years 11 and 12 to choose from a 
huge range of subjects and subject combinations across 
both campuses. Students with classes at Scotch College 
travel on a PLC/Scotch shuttle bus between the schools.

Co-curricular
At PLC we believe in developing the whole girl so our 
Co-curricular programme plays a vital role in this goal. 
We provide many opportunities for every student to 
discover their strengths through academic, STEM and 
Service, Outdoor Education,  

Uniform
The PLC uniform, with its Blackwatch tartan, proudly links 
the School to its Scottish heritage and is an emblem of 
the School’s identity. Our PLC Uniform Handbook can be 
found here.

Laptop
Information and Learning Technologies at PLC provide 
encompassing capabilities to help teachers, students, 
parents and members of the School community 
to deliver a world class connected environment. 
Technology is completely integrated into our teaching 
and learning process to support the learning needs of 
students, to help develop their creativity, logical and 
lateral thinking, to assist with research and to develop 
digital and information literacy skills. All students have 
their own laptop which is issued by the school and an 
annual fee charged to the student’s school account.

Communication
Keeping informed about your daughter’s social and 
academic progress, co-curricular opportunities 
and latest news at PLC is easy, thanks to a range of 
information sources at your fingertips. For many sites 
you will need a login and password. Parents receive this 
shortly before their daughter’s start at PLC, however, if 
you need help retrieving your password, or with access 
to any of the links, please contact the PLC Tech Centre on 
techcentre@plc.wa.edu.au

http://www.plc.wa.edu.au
https://www.plc.wa.edu.au/the-school/policies-procedures/attendance-at-school/
https://www.plc.wa.edu.au/the-school/policies-procedures/attendance-at-school/
https://issuu.com/presbyterianladiescollege/docs/uniform_policy_hanbook?e=30236579/65577498
https://issuu.com/presbyterianladiescollege/docs/uniform_policy_hanbook?e=30236579/65577498
mailto:techcentre%40plc.wa.edu.au?subject=
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Helpful Links
Overseas Student Ombudsman  

https://www.ombudsman.gov.au/How-we-can-help/
overseas-students

ESOS Framework  
https://internationaleducation.gov.

au/regulatory-information/pages/
regulatoryinformation.aspx

English Australia  
www.englishaustralia.com.au

Study Perth   
www.studyperth.com.au

Study in Australia   
studyinaustralia.gov.au 

School Policies
Transfers

Deferment, Suspension and 
Cancellation

Complaints and Appeals

Overseas Student Complaints

Privacy

College Code of Conduct

Attendance At School

Responsible Behaviour Policy

https://www.ombudsman.gov.au/How-we-can-help/overseas-students
https://www.ombudsman.gov.au/How-we-can-help/overseas-students
https://internationaleducation.gov.au/regulatory-information/pages/regulatoryinformation.aspx
https://internationaleducation.gov.au/regulatory-information/pages/regulatoryinformation.aspx
https://internationaleducation.gov.au/regulatory-information/pages/regulatoryinformation.aspx
http://www.englishaustralia.com.au
http://www.studyperth.com.au
http://studyinaustralia.gov.au 
https://www.plc.wa.edu.au/the-school/policies-procedures/international-students-transfer-request-assessment-policy/
https://www.plc.wa.edu.au/the-school/policies-procedures/plc-deferment-suspension-and-cancellation-policy/
https://www.plc.wa.edu.au/the-school/policies-procedures/plc-deferment-suspension-and-cancellation-policy/
https://www.plc.wa.edu.au/the-school/policies-procedures/grievance-policy-students/
https://www.plc.wa.edu.au/the-school/policies-procedures/overseas-students-complaints/
https://www.plc.wa.edu.au/privacy-statement-credit-reporting-policy/
https://www.plc.wa.edu.au/the-school/policies-procedures/college-code-of-conduct/
http://Attendance At School
https://www.plc.wa.edu.au/the-school/policies-procedures/responsible-behavior-policy-students/
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